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COMPREHENDING

All the different Species known in England ; defcribing the
Perfettions and Imperfetions of each, agrecable to the Improve-
ment and great PerfeQtion they are at this Time arrived at;
hstmsinz=mn, B =LiimiER o= === b ! L together with the Method of Building and Furnithing a Loft,
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; The Method of Breeding the moft curious and valuable
8Sorts, as pralifed by the beft Fanciers.

The Generation of Pigeons in general, with a Philofophical
Defcription and Progrefs o? the Egg.

With Obfervations and Remarks on their Diet.

The Diftempers they are chiefly fubject to, and the Method
of Curing them as pra&ifed with Succefs.

The fraudulent Methods ufed in the Sale of bad Pigeons,
clearly and fully demonftrated, &c. &c. &c.

Carefully compiled from the beft Authors,

To which is added,
A moft ample Defcription of that celebrated and beautiful
Pigeon called The ALmonp TuMBsLER.

The whole calculated, as well for the Ufe of thofe Gen-
tlemen who are Fanciers, as thofe who are utterly unacquainted
with their Perfeftions and Properties, which are here fet forth in
the cleareft Manner.

Iluftrated with a Frontifpiece, and Cuts elegantly and ac-
curately engraved from Life by the moft able and eminent Arifts,
under the immediate Infpe&ion of very experienced Fanciers,

¢¢ Curiofity and a Fondnels for Novelty are implanted by Providence in the
¢ Mind of Man, to make him obferve and examine Things attentively 3
“ Jdittinguith their various Predutions, Form, ard Struture ; and admire
¢ their Brauties, Properties, and Ufe. Whilft he is doing this, hc is
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THE

PREFACE

NATURAL hiftory is one of
the moft pleafing ftudies a
man can purfue; it daily affords us
new objeés for admiration; flowers,
plants, animals, &c. all difcover the
workmanthip and furprizing omni-
potence of the great creator of all
things; and nothing {peaks the di-
vine providence more than the birds
of the air, if we confider the innu-
merable {pecies from the eagle down
to the humming bird ; their different
manner of building their nefts, pecu-
liar to every diftin& kind, with the
induftry, dexterity, and precaution
that reign through the whole: the

A 3 {fwallow
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fwallow (fays the author of Nature
Difplay’d) makes a ftructure entirely
different from all others; fhe wants
neither wood, hay, nor bands, but
knows how to make a kind of plai-
fter, or cement, with which fhe erects
a dwelling equally fecure and conve-
nient for herfelf and all her tamily :
fhe has no veffels to receive the water
{he ufes, nor a barrow to convey her
fand, nor a fhovel to mix her mor-
tar, but raifes her wings, and wets
her breaft on the furface of the river,
after which fhe ftheds the dew over
the duft, and then tempers and works
it up with her bill, with which {he
compleats her neft. Did we confi-
der nature in general, or take a fur-
vey of her beauties in particular, thro’
all her works, fhe is qualified both
to pleafe and inftru®, becaufe they
are all full of harmony and contri-

vance,
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vance. All the bodies that furround
us, the leaft as well as the largeft,
acquaint us with fome truth; they
have all a language in which they
addrefs themfelves to us, and indeed
to us alone. We learn {fomething
from their particular ftru&ure : their
determination to a certain end, points
out the intention of the creator : the
relation they bear to each other, as
well as to us, are {fo many diftin&
voices that call for our attention, and
which, by the counfels they give us,
replenith our lives with accommoda-
tions, our minds with truth, and our
hearts with gratitude. In a word,
we may fay that nature is the moft
learned and complete of all books
proper to cultivate our reafon, fince
fhe comprehends at once the objeés
of every {cience, and never confines
her inftrutions to any particular lan-
guage or people. It
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It is from this book lying open to
every cye, though very little con-
{ulted, that we propofe to give an
extract, with the view of making per-
fons acquainted with, and to prefent
to their obfervation, what inattention
may have concealed from them.

Our intention in this extrad, is to
confine ourfelves intirely to defcribe
and {et forth in a clear and intelligi-
ble light, the many and different
fpecies of Prorons, with the me-
thod of breeding them, &o.

Mr. Moore obferves, in his Colum-
barium, that the hiftory of birds in
general has been given us by many
hands, and in fome parts in a very
accurate manner ; yet the ftudy of
this genus of birds feems in a great
meafure to be neglected by moft of
our naturalifts, who have given us
but very {kort curfory deferiptions of

fome
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fome of the {pecies, in which not-
withftanding they have been guilty
of many great miftakes, and entire-
ly left out many others in their lifts,
It is amazing to fee {o great an in-
dolence, on this particular branch,
{pread itfelf in fuch an univerfal man-
ner through all our ornithologits,
elpecially confidering the vaft oppor-
tunities they have had, or might have
had, to have given their readers the
utmoft fatisfa&tion by the moft exact
and ample defcriptions. It is noto-
rious to all mankind, what vaft pum-
bers of thefe Birds, in all the {pecies,
have been, and are f{till kept in this
kingdom, not only by perfons in &
lower rank of life, but even by per-
fons of the greateft diftin&ion, and
the firft degrees of quality, who have
held thefe Birds in fo great efteem,
that they have endeavoured to attain

at
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at leaft an experimental knowledge
of them, purchafing, at a very great
expence, as many of the diftin& forts
as they could hear of, and cultiva-
ting them in their own houfes. Ri-
chard Atherton, Efq; of Atherton
Hall in Lancathire, who was a gen-
tleman both of will and ability to
profecute his fancy in this branch of
natural hiftory, was building a ftately
houfe in Lancafhire, on the top of
which he defigned to have four tur-
rets, in which his Pigeons were to be
difpofed according to the nearnefs of
relation between the different {pecies,
but death put an end to the under-
taking, to the immenfe grief of all
thofe gentlemen of the fancy who
had the honour of his acquaintance.
He was a very compleat judge of a
Pigeon, and would {pare neither coft
nor trouble to procure the beft, and
had

The PR EFACE =xi

had a very choice collection of many
kinds.

The {ame methods have been taken
in moft other countries, as well as
Great Britain, to gain this experi-
mental knowledge ; as in Holland,
France, Germany, Spain, Turkey,
Perfia, and Morocco. In the three
laft of which places, the monarchs
themfelves have officers called Keep-
ers of the Pigeons. Thus we fee
how the knowledge of thefe Birds has
been propagated and encouraged in
moft parts of the world at a very
great expence, while every obferver
had ftill this natural hiftory to obtain
in the fame experimental and coftly
way, and was often grofily impofed
upon, by having a mixt f{train put
into his hands inftead of the real {pe-
cies; yet notwithitanding all this, and
the eafe wherewith it might have

been
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been accomplithed, we find an almoft
profound filence ameng the natura-
lifts upon this head.

The ftudy of this genus of Birds,
if properly attended to, is not be-
neath the greateft naturalift; for is
it not an infinite reafon that dire@s
the labour of this and all other Birds
when they build their nefts? Who
informs them that they fhould lay
eggs, and that they would want
nefts to preferve and cherith them
with a genial heat? Who has regu-
lated their almanack, that they might
not miftake the time, and prevent
them {rom laying their eggs an-
tecedent to the firucture of their
nefts?

We all enjoy fight, and are con-
verfant with the external part of na-
ture. This view of it is for us, and
in confining ourfelves to it, we, in

every
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every part, {ufficiently difcover beauty,
imfbru&ion, and truth. We are cer-
tain of the exiftence of objeds; we
{vc their form, we experience their
goodnefs, we calculate their number,
we behold their properties and rela-
tions, their tendencies and ufe. Here
is an ample variety of inftruttive ex-
creife for the mind, every new infor-
mation is an additional pleafure. We
ice our riches increafing with our dif-
coveries ;5 and the view of fo many
benefac¢tions muft needs banith in-
gratitade and indifference from our
hearts,

Io regard to the model of this trea-
tife, we do not offer it to the public
as an entire new work, but have pro-
cceded on the plan of Mr. Moore;
have corre&ed {ome errors, and made
many additions, with extrads from
other authors, And as Mr. Moore’s

effay
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effay is very deficient for want of cuts,
to convey a juft idea of the different
{pecies ; in order to {upply that de-
fe&, we have procured engravings
from the beft hands, at a very great
expence, in order to illuftrate this
work ; all which are done from life,
and very mafterly executed, under
the infpection of the author, and
other fanciers. It is to be obferved
that the {pecies in general, and the
almond tumbler in particular, are,
from great care and expence in breed-
ing them, arrived to fo great a per-
fection, and fo different from what
they were twenty or thirty years paft,
that if a perfon who had been a fan-
cier at that period, and had quitted
the fancy, and not been converfant
therein during the intermediate time,
was to give his opinion now, he would
be apt to condemn them, for no other

reafon
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reafon than becaufe they are not like
what ufed to be thought good when
le was in the fancy before ; for in-
flance, the powter was formerly bred
with thin legs, and void of feathers
on them, which by the prefent fan-
cicrs are in no efteem, and called by
them, naked and wire-legg’d, who
now endeavour to breed them with
ftrong fubftantial limbs, and well
feathered.

After all, we can affure our read-
crs, we have ftri¢tly adhered to truth,
(which is the firft confideration in a
work of this kind) however we may
deviate in opinion from thofe who
have formed a wrong judgment of
the different {pecies, by not having
had an opportunity of being conver-
{fant with thofe that were really good,
which always have, and always will
bear a great price, and oftentimes

are
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are not to be purchafed at any rate
whatever.

We {hall divide this treatife into
twos parts : the firft explaining the
mrethod of keeping, breeding and
preferving of Pigeons, &c. and in the
fecond, defcribe the different forts,
clearing up obfcurities, and render-
ing the knowledge and diftinétion of
the feveral fpecies intelligible to the
meaneft capacity, fo that by com-
paring any Pigeon with the characte-
riftics here advanced, they may be
able to form a true judgment whe-
ther they are good, bad, or indiffe-
yent.

TREATTISE

ON

P I G E O N S

The Method of Building a Pigeon- Lof?.

VR
&,‘"-' he has an opportunity of ﬁxing

4 &
ﬁ" A the front of it as he pleafes :
in fuch cafe the fouth, or fouth-weft is to
be preferred, being the warmeft 5 but as
B few

HEN a perfon builds a loft
purpofely for the ufe of pigeons,
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few people build a room for that purpofe
only, it may be fufficient to obferve, that
any place whatever may {erve for that ufe,
though fome make a hecle in the roof of
the houfe, and there lay a platform accord-
ing to the fize they think proper, which
any carpenter, ufed to that work, fuffici-
ently underftands ; where proper care fhould
be taken to fence off the cats, who are
{fworn enemies to Pigeons, and never fail
making terrible havock among them when-
ever opportunity ferves. And as fondlings
are commonly unfortunate, fo if you have
any Pigeons that you value more than the
others, they are commonly the firft that
fall a facrifice.

Notwithftanding the cats are natural
enemies to Pigeons, it is a very common
thing to fee one in moft Pigean-lofts,
which are put in there when very young,
and by proper methods being ufed with
them, {uch as fometimes beating them with
a dead Pigeon, and holding an egg made
hot to their nofe, which intimidates them
from touching the eggs, &c. they naturally
become afraid of them, and will never

hurt
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hurt either the eggs or Pigeons, provided
they are conftantly fupplied with food;
and they are extremely neceflary in a loft,
by keeping it clear of rats and mice, which
are full as deftru&ive to the Pigeons as the
cats, by fucking their eggs, killing the
young ones, and even the old ones, &c.
The loft, or room, fhould be fufficiently
fpacious to accommodate the number of
Pigeons you propofe to entertain, allowing
cach pair at leaft two holes, or breeding
places, as they will fit the quieter for ha-
ving the more room, and confequently will
breed the better.  Mr. Moore fays he
knew a gentleman who could not raife
three young ones out of nine pairs of breed-
ing Pigeons all the fpring, and for above
three months after, only by keeping them
(traitened in too narrow a compafs ; whereas
about the latter end of Auguft, or begin-
ning of September, he moved them into a
larger loft, and the fame Pigeons bred
wcll, even then, and through the moft
part of the winter. The reafon of this
imconvenience is very plain, for falacious

B2 cocks
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cocks will often play to, and difturb the
others as they fit; und others that want
ro?m to fit, will fight for nefts, and by
this means deftroy both eggs and young
ones. And here I would advife, to fift
gravel on the floor and fhelves, which the
Pigeons love to pick, and is very good for
them, and alfo makes your loft look neater,
and eafier kept clean ; and by keeping them
clean, you keep free from fleas, and other
vermin, which are bred and nourifthed by
the dung principally; for I can affure the
reader, I never faw above two fleas in the
fpace of twelve months, which I impute
intirely to their being kept free from dung.
.You may eret thelves, of about twenty
Tnches broad, for breeding places, allow-
ing eighteen inches between thelf and thelf,
that powters may not be under the necef-
fity of ftooping for want of height, for in
that cafe they would contra@ an habit of
playing low, which {poils their carriage.
In thefe thelves partitions fhould be fixed
at about three feet diftance, making a blind,
by a board nailed againft the front op each

fide
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fide of every partition, which will make
two nefts in the extent of every three feet,
and the Pigeons will not be liable to be
difturbed, ds they will then fit in private.
Some fix a partition between each neft,
which prevents the young ones from run-
ning to the hen fitting at the other end,
and thereby cooling her eggs ; for in breed-
ing time, when the young onés are about
a fortnight or three weeks old, the hen, if
n good breeder, will lay again, and leave
the care of the young ones to the cock.
Others let them breed in partitions entirely
open in front, for the greater convenience
of cleaning out their nefts. I find by ex-
perience, that nefts made on the floor are
much more convenient than otherwife, it
the loft will admit of it, for it prevents
the young ones falling out of their nefts,
which fometimes breaks a leg, and very
often lames them ; and alfo gives them a
chance of being fed by other Pigeons, as
well as their parents, which frequently
happens. In every neft fhould be placed
a ftraw bafket, or earthen pan, that has

B3 not
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not been glazed, which prevents the ftraw
from flipping about, both which are made
for this purpofe, and the fize muft be in
proportion to the Pigeons you breed : for
inftance, a pan, fit for a tumbler, or other
{mall Pigeon, fhould be about three inches
high, and eight inches over at the top,
and floping to the bottom like a wath-
hand bafon, and that in proportion for
other larger Pigeons, remembering to put a
brick clofe to the pan, that they may with
greater fafety get upon their eggs; and by
the means of this pan, the eggs are not
only prevented from rolling out of the neft,
but your young Pigeons from being han-
dled when you chufe to look at them,
which often puts them into a {couring.
Some prefer the bafket, as judging it
warmeft, and not fo liable to crack the egg
when firtt laid ; others the pan, as not fo
apt to harbour vermin, and being cafier
cleared; and fay that the foregoing incon-
veniencies are eafily remedied by putting in
a {ufficient quantity of clean ftraw, rubbed
thort and f{oft, or frail; the frail is moft
valued,
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valucd, becaufe it lays hollow, and lafts a
preat while, the dung fhaking off it as
occafion requires.

The trap is always built on a platform,
or floor of deals, on the outfide the houle,
that the Pigeons may have free accefs to
it; and is formed of laths, nailed fo clofe
together, that the {malleft Pigeon cannot
pet out 5 fome make thefe very {mall, with
three doors, one on each fide, which all
draw up together, by pulling a fingle ftring,
(intending chiefly to catch ftray Pigeons,
whom they decoy into it, by ftrewing hemp
fced, or rape and canary, which all Pige-
ons are very fond of) with places made at
the fides, by fixing two f{trong wires to
fwing, whereby any Pigeon may enter the
trap, but cannot efcape back, and are call-
cd bolting wires; and a {quare hole left
open on the top, called a tipping hole, if
your trap be perfectly fecure from the
cats.

Others build them very wide and lofty :
[ have feen fome near twenty vards long,
and ten yards wide, with {helves on every

B 4 {ide
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fide, for the Pigeons to pitch upon, which

fupplies them with {ufficient room and air,
and keeps them in a good [tate of health,
which are called areas, and chiefly ufed
where Pigeons are not permitted to fly
abroad.

To make a loft compleat, it fhould be
furnithed with proper meat-boxes, and
bottles and {tands for water.

The meat-box fhould be formed in the
fthape of a hopper, as a refervoir for their
food, and cover’d over on the top, to pre-
vent their dunging among the grain, which
defcends into a fquare fhallow box, which
fome fence in with rails, or holes on each
fide, to keep the grain from being flirted
over on the ground, and mixing with the
dung; and others leave it intirely open,
that the young ones may the more readily
find their way to it.

The water-bottle thould be a large glafs
bottle with a long neck, holding four or
five gallons, and its belly made in the
form of an egg, to keep them from dung-
ing on it; but the fthape is not material,
as a piece of pafte-board, hung by a ftring

at
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three or four inches above the bottle,
will always prevent that, by hindering
them from fettling thereon. This bottle
thould be placed upon a ftand, or three-
footed {tool, made hollow at top to receive
the belly, and let the mouth into a fmall
pan ; the water by this means will gradu-
ally defcend out of the mouth of the bottle
as the Pigeons drink it, and be fweet and
clean, and always ftop when the furface of
the water meets with the mouth of the
bottle.

The reafon of which is evident; for the
belly of the bottle being entirely clofe at
top, keeps off all the external preffure of
the atmofphere, which preffing hard upon
the furface of the water in the pan, which
is contiguous to that in the bottle, is too
potent for the fmall quantity of air which
is conveyed into the belly of the bottle
with the water, and which confequently,
as being the lighter matter, rifes to the top
of the bottle, as it ftands in its proper
fituation ; but the water being fucked away
by the Pigeons, that it no longet toucheth

the
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the mouth of the bottle, the confined air
exerts its power, and caufeth the water to

defcend ’till they become contiguous as be-
fore.

N. B. The kind of meat-box, bottle and
ftand, &c. may be feen in the trontifpiece.

The

The Method of Matching, or Pairing

of Pigeons.

H E loft being thus finithed and

equipped, we fhall next {hew how to
match or pair the Pigeons: for notwith-
ftanding they are very conftant, when
paired, to each other, feldom parting, ex-
cept when either of them grow fick, or
very old; yet ’tis difficult to make them
pair to one’s mind.

Therefore, to oblige them to this, there
thould be two coops erected, called by the
fanciers matching - places, clofe together
with a lath partition between them, that
they may fec each other; and fhould be
fo contrived, that they may both eat and
drink out of the fame veflels, feeding them
often with hemp feed, which makes them
{alacious ; and when you obferve the hen
to fweep her tail to the cock, as he plays
in the other pen, which is termed thewing,

you
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you may then put her in to him, and they
will {oon be matched.

But if, for want of this convenience, you
are obliged, at firft, to put them both into
one coop, always put the cock in firft for a
few days, that he may be mafter of the
place, efpecially if the hen be a virago,
otherwife they will fight fo much, as perhaps
may fettle in them an abfolute averfion for
ever after. But the cock, being mafter,
will beat the hen, if refradory, into com-
pliance.

They being thus matched, turn them
loofe into your loft, and fuffer them to
chufe the neft they like beft; or if you
chufe to fix them to any particular neft, it
may be done by the following method :
Make a lath machine the length of your
breeding places, clofed in at top and bot-
tom with boards, and proje&ing out as far
as your loft will conveniently allow : one
of the top boards thould lift up with hinges,
in order to putin meat and water. This
may be hanged before any hole, and put
the Pigeons in it; and when they have
been ufed to the neft five or fix days, take

it
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it away, in the night is the beft time, and
they will keep to that neft.

The fame method may be ufed, and is 2
very good one, to prevent the ftrain being
adulterated by a falfe tread, which an over
falacious hen will frequently fubmit to ;
therefore keep them up by this method
till the hen has laid both her eggs; then
take it away, and give them their liberty,
till the hen has fed off her foft meat; then
the hen will begin to be falacious again ;
therefore at that time confine them as be-
fore, and you are fure to keep the ftrain
pure and entire. This method, being
troublefome, is not worth ufing but for
the beft Pigeons.

The



The Generatwn of Pigeons.

HE nrext thing we treat of is, the

generation of this bird, or the me-
thod it makes ufe of for the propagation
of its fpecies, for which we are partly
obliged to Dr. Harvey, in his treatife of
the generation of animals; and partly to
other authors.

All animals are diftinguithed into three
forts ; oviparous, or fuch as are formed
from an egg; viviparous, or fuch as are
produced from the uterus alive and in per-
fection ; and vermiparous, or fuch as are
formed from a worm.

Though in fa& the feetus of all kinds
of animals is produced from an egg, the
only reafon therefore of this diftin&ion is,
that in fome animals, this egg (if I may
be allowed the phrafe) is hatched, or
brought to perfetion in the uterus ; where-

as
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as all of the feathered kind emit or lay
this egg, and produce their young from it
by incubation.

The Pigeon is therefore an oviparous
Bird; I call it a Bird, becaufe all that be-
long to this genus feed their young ones
for fome confiderable time after they are
hatched ; whereas the young ones of the
fowl kind will fearch for their own food,
and eat it themfelves almoft as foon as they
are difcharged from the fhell of that egg
in which they were produced.

We fhall next give fome account of the
production of the egg, and then proceed
to a defcription of it.

Nature produces in the ovary, or upper
matrix of the hen, or female bird, a great
clufter of {mall yolks, fticking together
like 2 bunch of grapes, which from this
fimilitude Dr. Harvey calls a vitellary, and
adds, that in Pigeons, he has obferved this
clutter of eggs to be all of a like magni-
tude, excepting only two, which were
larger than the reft, and were now ready
to defcend into the lower uterus or womb.

The
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The cock, in the a¢t of coition, impreg-
nates thefe eggs, and by a furprifing ope-
ration of nature, renders them prolific.
The eggs of the fmalleft birds may be judg-
ed by that of the hen, where the parts are
more apparent. We may eafily diftinguifh
the yolk that is in the heart of it; as
likewife the firft white {ubftance that fur-
rounds it; and a fecond white, in which
the mafs in the middle {fwims; befides
thefe, we can fee the ligaments that fuf-
tain the yolk towards the center of the
egg, together with the membranes that
enfold it, one yellow, another black; and
a third and fourth that encompafs the
whole : and laftly, the fhell that defends
all the reft. What lies within thefe inclo-
fures has the firft formation ; the fhell
makes the laft appearance, and hardens
from day to day: it is a fluxion of falts
evacuated from the humours of the dam,
and which the heat fixes and confolidates
round the egg, to form a cruft that has a
double funéion : one is to put the mother
into a condition of difcharging the egg
without crufhing it ; the fecond is to pre-

ferve
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ferve the young from all accidents tll it
be formed, and in a capacity to forfake the
egg. We may even fay that the egg per-
forms to young birds the office of a breaft
and milk, with which the offspring of
other animals are nourifhed, becaufe the
little chick that lies in the egg in the ftate
of a nymph, and concealed under the
fkin of a worm, is firft {uftained with the
white of the egg, and afterwards with the
yolk, when the animal has gathered a little
firength, and its parts begin to be fixed.
Under this membrane that {urrounds the
yolk, is found a little cicatrice or white
fpot, which is only the feed where the
worm refides. The egg, into which this
little animal is injected, becomes prolific;
but that wherein no fuch creature can be
difcoversd, wants the feed, and contains
only a barren nutriment. The females
fometimes lay eggs without any congrefs
with the male, but they never produce any
thing. The little chick, under the form
of a worm, is continually fituated on the
yolk, and always afcends to the top of that

C fide
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fide where the warmth of the dam attracs
her. But as it would be quickly overs
thrown were the egg removed, and in fuch
cale would no longer be fenfible of the
heat that is {0 neceffary to its welfare, the
yolk is poifed by two ligaments, which are
always vifible at the aperture of the egg,
and faften it on each fide to the common
membrane that is glewed to the fhell :
ihould one draw a line from one ligament
to the other, it would not exactly pafs
through the middle of the yolk, but above
the center, and would cut the yolk into
two unequal parts ; fo that the fmaller part
of the egg is of neceflity raifed towards the
belly of the Bird that performs the incu-
bation ; and the other part being more
grofs and weighty, always defcends as near
to the bottom as the bands will permit :
by which means, fhould the egg be dif-
placed, the young could not receive any
injury ; and whatcver may happen, it en-
joys a warmth that puts all about j¢ in
action, and by degrees compleats the dif
engagement of its parts, As it is incapable

of
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of fliding down, it nourifhes itfelf in eafe,
firft with this liquid and delicate white,
which is adapted to its condition, and after~
wards with the yolk, which affords a more
fubftantial food ; and when its bill is har-
dened, and he begins to be uneafy at his
confinement, he ehdeavours to break the
thell, and does fo in effe®t; after which he
iflues out with his belly covered with the
yolk that noutithes him a little longer, till
the parents themfe]ves fupply him.

It is the opinion of moft, and that not
without great probability, that all the eggs
a hen will ever lay, are contained in this
above-mentioned vitellary or clufter; and
that as foon as this number is exhaufted,
the will become barren. Some people
therefore, to abufe mankind, and vend an
ufelefs Bird, will oil the vent of a barren
hen, and force an egg into it, to make yot
belteve fhe is not barren. If you happen
therefore to be thus impofed upon, that
you may not lofe thc feafons of breeding,
by keeping fuch a hen matched to a good
cock, we fhall give a method to prove

Cz2 whether
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whether the be barren or not. When the
cock drives her hard to neft, give her a
pair of eggs, and let her hatch them and
bring them up. Purfue this method for
two or three pairs, if you value her; and,
if fhe be not barren, this and crofs-match-
ing her, that is, pairing her to another
cock, will eﬁ’eé‘cually bring her to lay.
‘ Pigeons, though they will make a great
inereafe in a year, yet it is not from
the number of eggs they lay at one time,
for they lay but two, and then immedi-
ately proceed to incubation ; but from
the frequency of the repeated hatchings,
which generally happen once in five or fix
weeks, according as they are good ar bad
breeders. When a Pigeon has laid her firfk
egg, the refts one day between, and on the
{ucceeding day lays her fecond : they ge-
nerally ftand over the firft egg, which, if
you pleafe, you may call an improper in-
cubation, till the next is laid, and then it
clofe, that both young ones may be hatched
at once, or pretty neasly : though fome
will

The generation of Pigeons. 21

will fit clofe on the firft, and by that means,
hatch one young one two days before the
other.

The time of a Pigeon’s incubation,
which trouble is equally divided between
the cock and hen, except that the hen al-
ways fits all night, is nineteen or twenty
days from the firft egg, and feventeen or
eighteen from the laft ; at which time you
ought to obferve whether the eggs are
hatched or not, for two {pecial reafons.

Firft, becaufe the young ones, for want
of a due heat, which often happens if the
old ones don’t fit clofe, may want ftrength
to extricate themfelves out of the fhell, and
fo die in it for want of air and proper fuf-
tenance : whenever therefore an affair of
this nature happens, if the egg be chip'd
or crack’d with the force of the young one,
break the fhell all round with your nail,
or the head of a pin, and you will find your
account 1n 1t,

Secondly, if your Pigeons do not hatch,
becaufe their eggs are addle, or otherwife,
you fhould give them a pair, or at leaft one

C3 young
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young one, to feed off their foft meat
which otherwife wonld be apt to mak;
them fick, and they will lay again too fqon,
which weakens them much.

Having often mentioned foft meat, it
may not be amifs to defcribe what it is,

Soft meat then is a kind of liquid pap,
prepared as it were by inftinc by the pa-~
rents, by a diffolution of the hard grains in
their craw, againft the time of the feetus
being firt difclofed, when weak, naked
and helplefs; this they throw up out oi.“
their craw, taking the beak of their young
ones in their own, and by this means in-
Jecting it into theirs : with this meat they
continue feeding them for fix or feven days
when they begin to mix fome harder fooci
amongft it, till at length they feed them
with all whole grain.

We fhall conclude this head, with men-
tioning the dalliances made ufe of by this
Bird before coition, they being in a man-
rer endearing, and peculiar only to them.

The cock, when falacious, will, by a
voice at that time peculiarly harmonious,

and
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and by feveral pretty and engaging geftures,
woo the female, and endeavour to incline
her to his embraces: fhe, if confenting,
will foon fhew it by her motions, as {weep-~
ing her tail, {preading her wings, and nod-
ding her head ; from hence they proceed to
billing, in which a&ion the hen will put
her beak into the cock’s, who feems to feed
her; after this fhe will fquat, and readily
receive his tread, by which fhe is rendered
prolific : they will then feek out a neft, or
convenient place, to depofit their eggs,
into which they will carry fuch materials
as they find preper for their ufe.

When a hen is near the time of her
laying, her mate will purfue her from place
to place, not fuffering her to be quiet in
any place but her neft, out of a peculiar
inftin&. I fuppofe, fearing his offspring
fthould be loft by her dropping her egg in
fome place improper for incubation. And
here it may be mentioned, that fome cocks
are fo very hot, that they won’t, at fuch
time, fcarcely fuffer a hen to eat; and that
will render her weak, and often make her

C4 lay
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lay a thin-thell’d or Imperfe&t egg. To
prevent this inconvenience, the beft way is
to take the cock from her, till the egg be
come to a greater perfetion in the uterus.

Ridles

Rules to diftinguifb a Cock from a Hen.

IRST, The hen has generally g
~ f{horter breaft-bone than the cock.

Secondly, Her vent, and the os facrum,
or bone near the vent, is more open than
in the cock.

Thirdly, Her head and cheeks are thin-
ner; and fhe does not look {o bold as the
cock.

Fourthly, Her coo 1s fhorter, and not
near io loud and mafculine as the cock’s;
befides the cock frequently makes a half
round in his playing, which the hen does
not; though a merry rank hen will fome~
times thew and play almoft like a cock,
and, if very falacious, will fometimes tread
another Pigeon.

Fifthly and laftly, In young Pigeons,
that which fqueaks longeft in the neft is

generally
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generally reputed a hen; and where there

are two in a neft, the largeft is thought to
be the cock.

Their

Therr Dret.

I N the next place we treat of their diet,

or the food proper for Pigeons. The
Pigeon is a granivorous bird, and may be
fed with various forts of grains, as tares,
horfe beans, peafe, wheat, barley, hemp-
feed, or rape and canary ; of each of which
in their order. Though the late grand
duke of Tufcany, who was a very great
Fancier, ufed to feed them with the ftones
of grapes, which in that country are very
plentiful, and call them together by ring-
ing a bell. Of all grains, tares are found
to be moft adapted to thefe Birds, and old
tares are by much the beft, for the new are
very apt to fet your Pigeons into a fcouring,
efpecially the young ones; the fame will
likewife happen from old tares, if they
have by any means been touched or im-
merfed in falt or {¢a water : for though Pi-

geons
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geons love falt, yet too much is very per-
nicious ; for inftance, if in a voyage you
give them falt water inftead of freth, you
will foon kill them.

Horfe-beans are the next food to tares,
but you muft take care to get them as {mall
as poffible, There is a fort which they call
French ticks, which are good food, and
fomewhat cheaper than tares, but liable to
two inconveniencies ; Firft, they are much
harder of digeftion, and confequently, will
not fo readily make foft meat for the young
ones. Secondly, your Pigeons are fome-
times apt to be choaked with them, efpe-
cially young ones, and fuch whofe oe/o-
phagus or gullet is any ways inclinable ta
be {mall, as in moft long-necked Pigeons
it is. Mr. Moore fays, I had a carrier the
other day, which fell down off my houfe
into the yard, and when it was taken up
(I not being at home) it gaped, as I was
informed, as if for want of breath, and
died in a few minutes; it was very fat,
and feemingly in good health : I opened
it, to fee if I could find any caufe from

within,
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within, but all its internals feemed per-
fe@ly found and in good order; at laft,
examining more {tri¢tly, I found a horfe-
bean, and that not a very large one, ftick-
ing in the lower part of the gullet, which,
with fome little difficulty, I pulled out;
and this, I verily believe. was the only
caufe of its death.

Peafe, wheat, and barley are apt to {cour
your Pigeons too much; therefore youn
ought to give them very little, if any, of
this fort of food.

There is a fort of diet, called Scotch
meat, which is peafe, beans, #nd tares
mived together: fome people feed their
Pigeons with this, becaufe cheap ; but
the beans are gemerally apt to be toe
large.

Hemp-feed, and rape and canary are
food that Pigeons are very fond of, but
by no means ought to be made their con-
ftant diet.

N.B. Even French tick beans are not
proper for Dutch croppers, or any large
crop’d
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cropd Pigeons, becaufe they are apt to
make them gorge,

Fhe

The Salt Cat.

EIN G thus entered on the head of

diet, it neceflarily leads us to confider
a certain ufeful compofition called by the
fanciers a falt cat, fo named, I fuppofe, from
a certain fabulous oral tradition of baking
a cat, in the time of her falacioufnefs, with
cummin-feed, and fome other ingredients,
as a decoy for your neighbour’s Pigeons :
this, though handed down by fome authors
as the only method for this purpofe, is ge-
nerally laughed at by the gentlemen of the
fancy, and never practifed.

The right falt cat therefore is, or ought
to be, thus made: Take gravel or drift-
fand, loom, fuch as the brick-makers ufe,
and the rubhifh of an old wall, or for want
of this a lefs quantity of lime, let there
be a gallon of each; add to thefe a pound
of cummin-feed, 2 handful of bay-falt or

falt-
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{alt-petre, and beat them up all together
into 2 kind of mortar, mixing them with
ftale urine, and your Pigeons will take great
delight in it.

The gravel or fand helps to {cour their
craws, and is of great fervice to digeftion.

The loom being of an un&uous, oily
nature, is a very great affiftance to them in
the difcharge of their foft meat, or other
meat, when they are feeding young ones.

The lime or rubbith helps to harden the
fhell of their egg; and you will find by
experience, that when with egg they are
prodigioufly fond of lime, and will have it
fome way or other, if poffible. By this
means therefore you keep them from peck-
ing the mortar off your own, or your
neighbour’s houfes, though the damage
from thence accruing cannot but be very
trifling ; for the wholelength of their beak,
and farther they cannot go, cannot reach
far enough to loofen any tile that is natu-
rally firm.

The falt and urine is a great provocativé
to drink ; and this is no fmall fervice to

your
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your Pigeons, which are of a very hot na-
ture.

The cummin-feed, which has a ftrong
fimell, in which Pigeons delight, will keep
your own Pigeons at home, and allure
others that are ftraying about, and at a
lofs where to fix upon a habitation.

The beft way is to put your falt cat in
jars, with holes in the fides for them to
peck it out, and a cark at top to prevent
their dunging on it, and to keep off the
rain, or any other contingencies if expofed
to the weather,

D Dg/? emper s



Difteinpers of Pigeons.

E come now to treat of the feveral

diftempers incident to birds of this
kind, and to prefcribe the various remedies
generally made ufe of in their cure.

1. The firft difeafe therefore that we
fhall take notice of is, the corruption of
the egg in the uterus; this generally pro-
ceeds from an unmatched hen’s being over
falacious, by reafon of high feeding, or
fome other caufe, who will often without
the coition of the male engender eggs,
but feldom without his concurrence either
perfect them, or bring them forth, fo that
they will corrupt in the womb ; the only
remedy for this is to put her to a cock in
time.

2. The wet roop next falls under our
confideration, and in this cafe, once in
two or three days, give them three or four

PCPPCY
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pepper corns at moft, and put a handful of
green rue in their water; you may let all
your Pigeons drink of it, for it is very
healthful.

3. The dry roop, which you generally
diftinguith by a hufky cough, and I am
apt to believe proceeds from a cold, to
which they are very liable, efpecially in
molting time ; to cure this, give them
every day three or four cloves of garlick.

4. The next diftemper that falls under
our cognifance is, the canker, which pro-
ceeds moftly from the cocks fighting and
pecking each other; though fome people
have aflured me, that giving them water
in a tin veflel, will likewife throw them
into this difeafe. ,The method of cure is
this ; take burnt alom and honey, and rub
the part affeCted every day, and it will
cure it: but if this happens not to take
effec, diffolve five grains of roman vitricl
in half a {poonful of wine vinegar, add it
to the former compofition, and rub the
part affeCted. Some people will take off
the fcurf and make it bleed, before they

D2 apply
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apply the remedy; but I am apt to believe
you will generally find it fearching enough
without.

z. If the wattles, or flefh round the
eyes of the carrier, horfeman, or barb, are
peckt and torn, wath them firft with {tale
urine for f{everal days : if this does not do,
diffolve two drams of alom in an ounce
and a half of water, and wafth the part
grieved ; but if the cafe be very {tubborn,
mix twenty grains of red precipitate with
half an ounce of honey, anoint the part
therewith, and it will certainly effect the
cure,

6. Pigeons, efpecially in the fummer
feafon, are apt to be troubled with {mall
infects, which the fancyers term lice ; in
this cafe, fmoak their feathers well with
the fmoak of tobacco, and it will infalli-
bly kill them.

7. There is another fort of fmall vermin
which are very troublefome, and will oftep
kill your young ones in the neft, by creep-
ing into their ears, &c. efpeciaHy when
frfl hatcht, and always prevent their thri-

ving ;
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ving ; to hinder this, ftrew tobacco duft
in the neft, and over your young Pigeons,
and it will deftroy thefe vermin, which are
called Pigeons bugs by fome, and by others
the blacks.

8. Another difeafe to which they are
fubje& is gizzard-fallen, that is, the giz-
zard falls down to the vent. The gen~
tlemen of the fancy fay it proceeds from
weaknefs, though I rather believe it is
caufed by feeding with too much hemp-
feed. I know no cure for this malady,
unlefs nature herfelf works one, which it
fometimes will in young Pigeons.

9. The next diftemper is what the fancy
calls navel-fallen ; in this cafe, there is a
kind of a bag hanging down near the
vent. ‘This malady is generally defperate ;
and if giving them clary, or fome other
ftrengthening things won’t cure them, I
know nothing that will.

10. Pigeons are liable to be pap-axfed,
as the fancy call it. This diftemper pro-
ceeds either from a natural innate weak-

D3 nefs,
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nefs, or from a cock’s being too falacious,
and treading his hen too often; I know no
cure for it, except flying will do it. Young
Pigeons and carriers are moft fubject to it,
efpecially if not flown.

11. Some Pigeons, as croppers, and
powters, are apt to gorge themfelves ; that
1s, when they have been too long from
grain, they will eat {fo much that they can-
not digeft it ; but it will lie and corrupt
in the crop, and kill the Pigeon : If this
therefore at any time happens, take the
fellowing method :

Put them in a ftrait ftocking, with their
feet downward, ftroaking up the crop, that
the bag which ‘contains the meat may not
hang down; then hang the ftocking upon
a nail, keeping them in this manner till
they have digefted their food, only not for-
getting to give them now and then a ljttle
water, and 1t will often curc them; but
when you take them out of the ftocking,
put them in an open bafket or coop, giving
them but a little meat at a time, or elfe
they will be apt to gorge again,

If
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If this does not effect the cure, you may
flit the crop from the bottom with a pen-
knife, or ftharp pair of fciffars, take out
the corrupted meat, wath the crop, and
then few it up again. This method has
been practifed with fome f{uccefs, though
the crop will not be {o round as before.

Others will tye that part of the crop,
in which the undigefted meat lies, tight
round with a ftring, and let it rot off.
This method never fails, though it fpoils
the fhape of the crop.

12. The next and moft fatal diftemper
incident to this kind of birds is the vertigo,
or (as generally ftyled by the fancy) the
megrims ; in this difeafe the Pigeon re-
verts or turns its head, in fuch a manner,
that the beak will lie on its back, and will
flutter and fly about at random. This di-
ftemper is ufually reckoned incurable, and
mdeed it too often proves fo; though I
once had a turbit, of the owl kind, taken
with it in a violent manner: fome gentle-
men feeing it, advifed me to pull the head
off ; I told them I would furft try if I could

D 4 not
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not cure it, which they afferted to be im-
peffible : howeverI took about a quarter of
a pint of water, an ounce and a half of {pi-
rit of lavender, one drachm of fpirit of
fal armoniac diftilled with quick lime;
thefe I mingled all together; then I tafted
it, and found it too ftrong for the bird,
and therefore added a little more water ;
I believe in three or four heurs I poured
down it’s throat, at three or four times, a
{poonful and a half of this mixture, for [
had rather it fhould die, than live in that
condition ; at laft it began to difcharge a
white {limy fubftance upwards and down-
wards, but did not carc to feed that day ;
the next day I found it better, though ftill
it would hold its head on one fide, or
awry : this medicine I gave it every third
or fourth day, ftill leflening the quantity ;
I gave it garlick the days betwixt, and
fometimes two or three pepper corns, till
perfectly recovered : I am not certain whe-
ther this Pigeon ever bred afterwards or
not.

13. If
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13. If your Pigeons do not molt off
kindly, or fiop in their molting, fo -tha}t
they don’t throw their feathers well, it is
a certain fign of an ill ftate of health: to
remedy this, the following method will be
of much ufe,

Pluck their tail-feathers out, and put
them up in fome warm place, allowing
them a larger portion of hemp-feed with
their ordinary food ; a little faffron, or clary,
fteeped in their water, is likewife very be-
neficial : fome will give them elder-berries
or cochineal for this purpofe,

14. Your Pigeons likewife, efpecially in
molting-time, will be fubje& to fcouring,
which keeps them very poor, low, and out
of fleth; to cure this give them pump-
water with a lump of chalk in it; or put
about the quantity of two horfe-beans down
their throats every day; if that don’t effe@®
the defired end, give them fome fmith’s
forge-water down their throats, which is
very binding. A gentleman told me, that
having been informed that gravel was good
for his Pigeons, he gave them fome of the

grit
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grit that is left in the trough under a grin-
dle ftone where they ground edge-tools,
and it bound them fo much that it killed
moft of them ; a little of this may there-
fore be good in cafe of fcouring.

15. There is another diftemper which is
called the {mall-pox, in which there rife
on their legs, wings and body, eruptions
or puftules full of a yellow matter : fome
open them, and apply burnt alom and ho-
ney, or touch them with roman vitriol, and
it will cure them.

16. When your Pigeons are fick, Jow-
ering, or hanging their wings, give them
every day a {pider or two, wrapt up in
butter ; and if you dare truft them let them
fly.

17. Pigeons will be fometimes lame, and
the ball of their foot {welled, either through
cold, or the prick of a nail : in this cafe,
fpread fome Venice turpentine on brown
paper, apply it to the part, leave it there
till well, which it will be in a very few
days.

18. The
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18. The flefh-wen comes next under our
confideration, which is no more but a flethy
tumor arifing on the joints of the wings
or legs : this may be either cut off or open~
ed, and after having taken out the kernel,
wath it with alom water.

19. The bone-wen is an offificated tu-
mor, arifing upon the joints as before :
this i1s feldom or never cured; and the
Pigeon that is affe¢ted with it will never
breed. Some pretend to cure it by a com-
pofition of quick lime and black foap ; but
if you make it too ftrong, or let it lie on
too long, it will take off the leg, or other
part it is applied to, for it is a cauftick.

20. The laft diftemper I fhall take no-
tice of is a core, fo called becaufe it refem-
bles the core of an apple; it is hard, and
generally of a yellowith colour intermixed
with red, and is ufually found in the anus
or vent. 'This, when ripe, may be forced
or drawn out; and in order to ripen it
and keep them loofe, give your Pigeon fo
affe¢ted a purge of tobacco; a very {mall
quantity is {ufficient: I have known this

make
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make them difcharge the core themfelves.
I once knew a Pigeon affeted with this
fort of malady in the oefophagus, or

throat ; fome part was taken out, but the
Bird died,

Their

Their Ufefulnefs.

HAVING thus inftruéted you how to

breed, preferve, and cure your Pigeons,
we fhall next thew their ufefulnefs in human
life.

It is a bird well known to be much ufed
by way of food ; and here I thall give you
the remarks of one or two authors upon
this head. Mr. Lemery in his treatife of
foods, after having advifed to the choice
of young Pigeons that are tender, flethy,
and well fed, proceeds thus, ¢ They are
« nourifhing, fomewhat binding, ftrength-
« ening, and provoke urine : they are
¢ looked upon to be goad for cleanfing the
« reins, and to expel the grofs matters
¢«¢ that ftick there.

¢ As a Pigeon grows old, fo proporti-
¢ onably does its flelh become dryer and
< more folid, harder of digeftion, and fa

113 ﬁl
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fit to produce grofs and melancholy hu-
mours ; and hence it is that fome au-
thors have condemned the ufe of Pige-
ons, and look upon them to be bad
food.

¢« They agree at all times with any age
and conftitution ; but thofe that are me-
lancholy ought to make ufe of them
more moderately than other perfons.”
Dr. Salmon in his Seplafium, or Englith

Phyfician, which I look upon as the beft
book he ever wrote, fays, < The fleth is
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not fo eafy of digeftion as that of chic-
kens. Authors fay, that eating of their
fleth is profitable againft the plague,
infomuch, that they who make it their
conftant or ordinary food are feldom feized
with peftilential diftempers. Others com-
mend it againft the Palfy and Trembling.
Others fay, it is of great ufe and advan-
tage to them that are dim-fighted. The
fleth of young Pigeons is reftorative, and
of good ufe to cure fuch as are in con-
fumptions, and to recruit the ftrength
of fuch as are getting up, or newly re-
covered from fome great ficknefs : it is
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indeed favory and good food, and not
much inferior to the moft efteemed.
The anus of a live Pigeon applied to
the biting of a ferpent, viper, or rattle-
{nake, draws away the poifon, and cures
the fick, being renewed as often as the
Pigeon dies. Applied to the foles of
the feet in a fever, it draws away the
fever ; and helps the megrims or head-
ach. Cut up alive and applied to the
place pained, eafes the pain, and draws
away the malignity, if any be; for the
vital fpirits yet remaining in the hot
fleth and blood, do infinuate themfelves
through the pores of the fkin inta the
blood of the fick perfon, now difpirited
and ready to ftagnate, enduing it with
new life and vigour. Poteftates made
of the flefh, admirably cure confump-
tions, and reftore wafted flefh.

“ The blood put warm into the eyes

allays pain, cures blear eyes, as alfo green

wounds.

“ R of the blood 3, honey 3vj, white

fugar candy 3ij; grind them together till
¢ they
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¢ they are well mixed, for the purpofes
«¢ aforefaid; as alfo againft fuffufions, blood-
¢ fhots, and other diftempers and weak-
¢ nefles of the eyes.

¢¢ The coats of the ftomach. B of them
¢ powdered 3, opium in fine powder 4
¢ grains, catechu in fine powder Bij; mix
¢ them. Dofe 12 or 13 grains every
¢ night at going to bed.

The do&or has left us in the dark what
diftemper this medicine is defigned to cure ;
but I am apt to believe it is for a diarrheea;
yet I cannot fee of what ufe the coats of
Pigeons ftomach can be, unlefs from their
diuretick quality,

¢ The feathers. E: of the athes of them
¢ 28, fanguis draconis, fine bole, theep’s
¢¢ blood dried, fine aloes ana i ; mix them.
“ It ftops bleeding in :ny part, being
¢ applied.

Their

Their Dung.

AVING chus thewn you fomething
of the ufefulnefs of this Bird, both in
food and phyfick, I cannot omit faying
fomething of its moft excrementitious part.
The dung therefore of Pigeons chal-
lengeth the priority, not only of the dung
of fowls, but of all other creatures what-
foever, on the account of its ufefulnefs in
human life.

Its benefit in agriculture is fo well known
to fome farmers, that Plat gives an account
of thofe that have fetched it fixteen miles,
and given a load of coals in licu of it:
where he obferves, that in the place it was
fetched from it would have done more hurt
than good; whereas where it was carried,
it did as much good as double'the charges ;
in the one foil it cured the barrennefs,

E whereas
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whereas in the other it would have poifoned
the fertility.

It is of a very hot nature, from the ni-
trous quality wherewith it is endued, and
therefore it is very excellent {oil for a cold,
moift-natured ground. Itis generally ufed
for wheat and barley that lie afar off, and
not eafily to be helped. One load of it is
worth ten loads of other dung, and will
go as far in manuring of land : it is gene-
rally fown after the fame manner as the
grain, and harrowed in with it.

It is likewife extraordinary good foil for
a hop-garden.

Tanners make ufe of it in tanning the
upper leathers ; and if you pick and fift it,
will give you eight-pence a bufthel for it,
provided you fend it home to their own
houfes : fo that this article, and the young
{quabs, will nearly, if not quite, maintain
your Pigeons in food, provided you buy it
at the beft hand, and take care to keep
them clean.

Dr. Salmon, in his treatife before men-
tioned,
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tioned, gives us the following account of
its ufefulnefs in medicine :

« It is, fayshe, of common ufe in ca-
« taplafms, or plaifters which rubify and
< draw ftrongly. Beaten, fifted, and mixed
< with water-crefs feeds, it is good againit
¢ chronick difeafes; fuch as the gout, me-
¢ grim, vertigo, cephala, pains in the fide,
¢« cholick, apoplexies, lethargies, &c.

After this he gives us feveral recipes,
in which the dung of Pigeons is a main
ingredient ; as,

“ 1 B. Of the dung in powder 3iiij,
¢ barley meal or flour 31ij, vinegar q. f.
< mix them, to make a cataplafm againft
< {crophulous and other like hard tumours.

« 2 R. Of the powder of the dung 3ij,
¢ bears greafe 3iiij, pepper in powder zj,
¢ oil of cummin-feed 38; mix them for
¢ an ointment againft baldnefs.

« 3 . Of the dung in powder ziiij,
¢« black foap ziij, oil of amber zj, mithri-
« date 3ij ; mix them for a cataplafm to
‘¢ ripen a plague fore.

E 2 “ 4 R



52 Their dung.

“ 4 B. Of the powder of the dung 3}.
¢ powder of winter cherries 38, gromwell
“ feed 3ij; mix them, and make a pow-
““ der againft the ftone. Dofe from 383
* fo 3]

This dung is ufed likewife in falt-petre
beds, and is of very great advantage in the
nourithing and produétion of it and tili
the days of Oliver Cromwell, we had no
falt-petre brought from abroad, but it was
made at home from a mixture of Pigeons
dung, fowls dung, hogs dung, fat earth,
and lime, which with another ingredient;
will form falt-petre, only it muft be kept
covered with a fhed, to prevent or keep off
the rain, that it may only mix with the
nitrous quality of the air; and therefore,
when this commodity is very dear, as it hag
often been, and may be again, the falt-
petre men produce it after this manner tg
this very day, by throwing in the fcum,;
or refufe of their falt-petre, amongft it,

Having fhewn the various ufss, even of
the moft difefteemed and excrementitious
part, we fhall conclude this head with the

followin g
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following ftory out of Tavernier, in the
fourth book of his firft volume of Perfian
travels, page 146. He fays, {peaking of
the people of Ifpahan, ¢ As for their Pi-
¢« geons, they fly wild about the country,
¢ but only fome which they keep tame in
¢ the city, to decoy the reft, which is a fport
¢ the Perfians ufe in hot weatheg as well
« as cold. Now in regard the Chriftians
¢« are not permitted to keep thefe Pigeons,
« fome of the vulgar fort will turn Ma-
¢« hometans to have that liberty. There
<< are above three thoufand Pigeon-houfes
¢ in Ifpahan, for every man may build a
< pigeon-.houfc upon his own farm, which
¢« yet is very rarely done. All the other
< pigeon-houfes belong to the king, who
« draws a greater revenue from the dung
«« than from the Pigeons; which dung,
¢ as they prepare it, ferves to {moak their

<< melons.”

And now we proceed to defcribe the
feveral fpecies, beginning with the almond-
tumbler.

E 3 The
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T,H IS beautiful and very valuable {pe-
cies were originally produced from the
common tumblers, being properly matched
{o as to intermix the feather, viz. blacks,
black-grifles, black-{plafh’d, yellows,whites,
duns, &c. and are always attainable if you
are endowed with patience fufficient for
the tedious procefs, which requires alength
of time ; but fhould imagine no gentleman
would take that trouble, as they can now
be had without. They are commonly called
and known by the name of almond tum-
blers ; but why, or with what propriety
they are fo called, I acknowledge myfelf
intirely at a lofs to explain, nor could I ever
find any perfon, even amongft the oldeft
fanciers, that could any way, with the
leaft degree of reafon, account for it.

It
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It is a very [mall Pigeon, with a fhort
body, fhort legs, a full cheft, a thin neck,
a very fhort and {pindle beak, and a round
button head, and the iris of the eye a
bright pearl colour; and when in perfec-
tion is perhaps as great, if not the greateft
curiofity in the whole fancy of Pigeons ;
and would take up a {mall volume to ex-
patiate on and enter fuch a defcription as it
would admit of, and really deferves; but
as our plan will not permit us ta extend
the work, we fhall therefore limit it to as
fhort an account as we poflibly ¢an, fo as
not to conceal any material point.

Thefe then are the fort that are at this
time in fuch great efteem; and though:
former fanciers have given the name of
king of Pigeons to the carrier, I am of
opinion, (as well as many others) that the
title of king of Pigeons would better be-
come, and might, with greater propriety,
be conferred on the almond tumbler, on
account of its fuperior beauty, great worth,
and fcarcity ; twenty guineas having been
given for a lot of five pairs of them (within

E 4 thele
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thefe fix months) and thofe very far from
capital ones. They certainly exceed every
other fancy in the feathered tribe, from
that pleafing diverfity in their plumage,
though it muft be confefled they labour
under the greateft difadvantage in not hav-
ing their perfections and properties pro-
perly underftood by Pigeon fanciers in ge-
neral, for it requires a very nice judgment
to form any kind of true knowledge of
them ; and amongft the whole circle of
my acquaintance, there are but very few
that may be faid to underftand them : but
to return; every time they moult their
feathers, they increafe in beauty for fome
years, and when in decline of life they as
gradually decreafe, till they become fome-
times a mottled, fplathed, or whole colour.
I have had fome fo remarkably beautiful in
feather, that their flight, tail, back and
rump have refembled a bed of the fineft
and beft broken tulips that can be ima-
gined, or 2 piece of the beft and motft high
polifhed tortoife-thell, for the more they
are variegated, particularly in the flight

and
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and tail, (provided the ground be yellow)
the more they are efteemed; the prefe-
rence being given to thofe of a rich bright
yellow ground, it being a colour the moft
difficult to attain, for it is well known you
may breed twenty light grounded ones for
one deep ground, and the light grounded
ones are, generally {peaking, if not always,
deficient in yellow, both in the flight and
tail, which muft of courfe reduce the value
of the Bird ; though a tail with good black
in it muft not be defpifed. The back,
breaft, and rump fhould be likewife varie-
gated, to be compleat in feather, and not
barr’d on the flight. I have had fome in
my colle¢tion that have had few feathers
in them but what have contained the three
colours that conftitute the almond or er-
mine, viz. black, white, and yellow, va-
rioufly and richly interfperfed ; and have
converfed with many gentlemen of this
fancy, who faid, that after breeding them®
a confiderable time, and rejecting thofe
that ran from the feather, and judicioufly
matching the good coloured ones together,

(for
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(for that requires fome experience) have
brought them to fuch great perfection,
that they fhould have been furprized to have
bred any other than almonds. Though
tis certainly a good method fometimes to
match a black-grizzle, or fplathed, or a
yellow, with an almond, to ftrengthen the
colours, and thereby fecure a good foun-
dation. T have obferved, that a black one
bred from almonds, generally runs better
in the head and beak than the almonds
themfelves, and the flight and tail are
oftentimes tinged ftrongly with yellow.
Such an one, matched to an almond, is
moft likely to breed a good Bird. They
will frequently breed a buff, or pale yellow,
which is very ufeful to match with f{uch as
are too deep in colour, or what is termed
too high grounded ; and the lefs blue or
ath they are pofleffed of, the better, for
fometimes a tinge of thofe colours will ap-
pear even when they have been ftaunch
bred. ‘There are likewife fome that are
called ath-coloured almonds; but fuch are
held in no efteem.

In
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In fhort, their beauty far furpafles all
defcription, and nothing but the eye can
convey a juft idea of them.

* The powter was formerly much valued,
as well as the carrier, and feemed at one
time to engrofs the principal part of the
fanciers ; but of late, numbers who were
very ftaunch in the powter fancy, have,
with myfelf, relinquithed that, and become
fond of the almond tumbler, and I make
no doubt but many more will foon be tired,
and follow our example ; for when we con-
fider the trouble that attends the breeding
and raifing of young powters, (exclufive
of the extra expence) compared with
that of the almond tumbler, it is not in
the leaft to be wondered at, for the powter
requires an infinite deal of attendance, it
being neceffary to keep them feparately all
the winter feafon, that is to fay, every
fingle Bird, cocks as well as hens, in a
feparate pen or coop, each of which muft

* The powter is introduced in-this place, purpofely to
fhew the difference of trouble, time, and incomvenience
between breeding them and almond tumblers.

be
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be furnithed with meat and water, and
thould be lofty and {pacious as before men-
tioned, otherwife they would contract an
habit of ftooping, which is an imperfection,
and fthould by all means be prevented ;
then having (in the fpring) matched or
Pa,ired them, you muft be provided with
at leaft two pairs of drageons to every pair
of powters, for nurfes or feeders, + which
muft be kept in a feparate loft from the
powters, otherwife they would baftardize,
and fpoil their breed. When the powter
has laid her egg, it muft be fhifted under
a dragoon, that has likewife laid nearly
about the fame time, and that of the dra-
goon be placed under the powter, ex-
changing the one with the other, it being
neceflary the powter thould have an egg or
eggs to fit on, to prevent her laying again
too foon, which would weaken, and in a
a fhort time kill her. Likewife the incon-
veniency attending them when gorged, by

+ Powters are never fuffered, by thofe who are curious,
to hatch their own eggs, they being bad feeders, and would
often ftarve their young ones.

puttmg
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putting them in a ftecking, (as mentioned
under the head of diftempers) if gorged
with food ; 2nd if gorged with water, by
fqueezing it out of their crops, which fre-
quently happens, efpecially among the large
cropped ones, and fometimes oecafions the
lofs of a valuable Bird, if proper eare (and
that in due time) be not taken. Again,
thould a fancier begin with half e dozen
pair of powters, he would in a thort time
be under a neceflity of purchafing more, or
exchange (perhaps his beft Birds) for
worfe, in order to erofs the flrain, for
thould he (as the term is) breed them in
and in, which is matching father end
daughter, or brother and fiffer, or any
other way inceftuoufly together, the breed
would degenerate, and not be worth fix-
pence ; whereas the fame number of al-
mond tumblers would inevitably ftock him
for life, for the breeding of tumblers in
and in, would confequently breed them
fmaller, which is a perfection in them,
and they require no attendance while breed-
ing, provided you fupply them with meat

and
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and water, and throw them a little ftraw ;
and do not (like the powter) require time
to be lavithed upon them, to make them
familiar, ¥ for the powter fhould be almoft
conftantly attended, and talked to (during
the winter feafon) in a phrafe peculiar to
that fancy, viz. hua, hua, ftroaking them
down the back, and clacking to them as to
chickens, otherwife they would lofe their
familiarity, which is one of their greateft
beauties, and is termed thewing, and would
make the fineft of them appear defpicable ;
which made 2 facetious gentleman of my
acquaintance fay, that powters were a fancy
more particularly adapted to weavers, cob-
lers, and the like kind of trades only, that
worked in the fame room where they were
kept, that the owners might have an op-
portunity of converfing with them, at the
fame time they were carning their fubfif-
ftance. Though I muft allow of the pro-
priety of the above obfervation, I can’t

1 Experience teaches us, that were tumblers to be kept
in feparate pens as the powters are, they would fhew in the
fame manner, and be equally as familiar, as the powter.

help
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help thinking it rather fevere than other-
wife, for certainly every gentleman has an
undoubted right to pleafe himfelf with the
fancy he moft delights in.

The above, and many other inconveni-
encies too tedious to mention attending the
powter, and no trouble at all (compara-
tively {peaking) attending the other, eafily
accounts for the preference given to the
almond tumbler, the perfeGtions and im-
perfections of which may be particularly
feen at large in a kind of ftandard, calcu-
lated for the better judging of almond
tumblers, lately publithed by fome admi-
rers of this fancy, elegantly engraved on
copper-plate, at the top of which is an
almond tumbler, very finely executed from
life, the outlines being inimitably well per-
formed, and by much the beft I ever faw,
and at fo reafonable a price as fix-pence, *

* The ftandard not being publithed with any view
of pecuniary gain thereby, was the reafon of its being
fixed at the low price of fix-pence, that the inferior fanciers
might not be deprived of the knowledge of the perfeftions
and imperfeétions, as fettled therein, for they often breed
good Birds, in order for fale,

which
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which may be had I imagine at moft of the
print-fhops in town ; the intention of
which was to enable the umpires to form
a true judgment of the almond tumblers
that are fhewn for the prizes, at the Co-
lumbarian fociety. There was alfo a prize
Iaft feafon for black mottled tumblers,
whofe properties fhould agree with thofe of
the almond tumbler, except the feather,
which fhould be a black ground, the body
mottled with white, with a black tail and
flight; and when they are in perfeion,
they are an exceflive pretty fancy, and very
valuable. There is likewife another very
pretty fancy, equal at lealt, if not fuperior
to the black-mottled, viz. the yellow-
mottled tumbler, whofe properties likewife
agree with the almond tumbler, except the
feather, which fhould be a yellow ground,
the body mottled with white, and a yellow
flight and tail. Either of thefe two laft
mentioned fancies are extremely ufeful
(provided they anfwer in their other pro-
perties) to intermix occafionally with the
almond.

It

The Almond Tumbler. 63

It may not be amifs before I conclude
this head, to remark a diftin&ion which
the fociety of Columbarians make between
Pigeon-fanciers and Pigeon-keepers, viz.
Such gentlemen who keep good of the
fort, whether they are almond, black-mot-
tled, or yellow-mottled tumblers, carriers,
powters, horfemen, dragoons, Leghorn, or
Spanith runts, jacobines, barbs, turbits,
owls, broad tail’d fhakers, nuns, {pots,
trumpeters, &c. are ftiled fanciers; on the
contrary, thofe who keep trath are called
Pigeon-keepers, of which laft denomina-
tion there are a furprifing number. It is
prodigioufly amazing and unaccountable,
that any gentleman will beftow food upon
fuch as are not in reality worth the tares
they devour, and can be accounted for no
other way than by fuppofing fuch gentle-
men utterly unacquainted with the true
properties and perfections of the feveral
fpecies they entertain, which it muft be
confefled is rather an harth fuppofition,
(except they breed for the fpit only, and

even then their table might be as amply
F fupplied
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fupplied by the better fort) the expence of
keepinig cither being equal in every refpect,
the difference arifing only in the purchafe
of one pair. Should any objection be made
to the expence of the firft purchafe of the
better fort, I anfwer it is infinitely cheaper
to beftow four or five guineas on one pair
of good Birds (which in a fhort time would
{utficiently ftock a loft, and repay the pur-
chafe with great intereft, powters and Leg-
horn runts excepted, becaufe, as before
obferved, they muft not be bred in and in)
than to begin with bad ones at eighteen
pence a pair, the value of which can never
be enhanced. I hope I need not here apo-
logize, or be thought ill-natured by thofe
gentlemen whofe fancy may differ from
mine, in giving my real fentiments and
opinion fo freely, as I have advanced no-
thing but matter of fa&, and is the re-
fult of many years experience, having been
poffefled (I believe I may venture to fay,
without vanity, of as good, if not the beft
in England) of fancy Pigeons, befides toys
of all kinds.

Having
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Having defcribed the almond tumbler,

we fhall next proceed to the common
tumblers.

F 2 The
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HIS Bird is fo called from an innate

faculty peculiar to this {pecies, which
is their tumbling in the air, and which
they effe by throwing themfelves over
backward, after the {ame manner that the
moft expert artifts in tumbling perform
what they call the back-fpring. (Many
people are of opinion that the almond
tumbler will not perform this back-fpring,
but I muft beg leave to contradi& this
notion, as a gentleman with whom I am
very intimately acquainted, who flies his
almond tumblers in the country, has affur-
ed me they are full as expert in tumbling
as any tumbler whatever.)

It is a very fmall Pigeon, fthort bodied,
full breafted, a thin neck, a fhort {pindle
beak, and a fhort button head; and the
irides of the eyes ought to be of a bright

pearl
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pearl colour: in fhort, if good, the al-
mond tumbler and the common tumbler
differ in nothing but the feather.

The Dutch tumbler is much of the fame
make, but larger, often feather-leg’d, and
more joulter-headed, with a thin fleth or
ikin round the eye, not unlike a very fheer
dragoon ; fome people do not efteem them
on this account, though I have known
very good ones of the Dutch breed, not
any ways inferior to what they call the
Englifh.  Others have remarked that they
are apt to tumble too much, and to lofe
ground, that is, fink beneath the reft of
the flight, which is a very great fault;
but I have obferved the fame by the Eng-
lith, and am apt to believe that moft of
the extraordinary feathers have been pro-
duced by mixing with the Dutch breed;
for it is generally obferved that the Englith
tumblers are chiefly black, blue, or white.
This Pigeon affords a very great variety of
colours, as blacks, blues, whites, reds,
yellows, duns, filvers ; and in fhort, a plea-
{ant mixture of all thefe colours with the
white,

¥ g By
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By their flight they afford an admirable
fatisfaction to thofe gentlemen of the fancy
that have time to attend them, and make
their obfervations; for befides the pleafure
that they afford by their tumbling, which
is very confiderable, they will rife to an
immenfe height in the air, fo that fome-
times the eye can fcarcely follow them. I
have frequently loft fight of them, though
they have been almoft perpendicular over
my head, and the day has been very clear
and ferene; yet by a fixed regard of the
place where I loft them, (for they never
ramble far like the horfeman, and if good,
when they are ufed to each other, a flight
of a dozen will keep fo clofe together, that
to appearance you may cover them all with
a large handkerchief) I have at length
perceived them, but fo fmall that they ap-
peared no bigger than {parrows.

At this height they will keep two, three,
four, and fometimes five hours together ;
nay, I have heard it frequently afferted,
that there have been Pigeons of this breed
which have flown nine or twelve hours ;

but
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but I hope to be excufed in thinking the
gentlemen of the flying-fancy may have
been deceived in point of time, when they
have made thofe affertions ; though I can-
not abfolutely contradi¢t it. I remember
to have heard an old fancier (not a mile
from Long-acre) declare, that he once had
a flight of tumblers that foared fo prodi-
gioufly high, that (to ufe his own words)
he could fee them when they were out of
fight, which undoubtedly appears rather
paradoxical, but as miracles never ceafe,
we fhall {uffer that to pafs for one.

When they are up at their pitch, the
better fort feldom or never tumble, chu-
fing rather to afford you that diverfion
when they are more in fight. Tumbling
very often at the firft beginning to rife,
and again when they are coraing down to
pitch.

We next proceed to the method of rai-
fing a flight of tumblers; and in the firft
place, they ought, if you have conveni-
ence, to be kept in a loft by themfelves,
not having any acquaintance, if poflible,

F 4 witly
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with your other Pigeons; for if they are
ufed to fly with others, it will make them
fink their flight, when they obferve others
tkimming in the air below them.

Secondly, They ought to be turned out,
and put upon fiight only once a day at
moft, and that by themfelves, after being
well acquainted with your houfe : the
morning 1s the beft time for this diverfion,
and after they are come down, throw them
a little hemp—feed, or rape and canary, to
entice them in, and fo keep them confined
till the next day.

Thirdly, If pofiible, get one or two that
have been ufed to flying high, for they
will train your young ones up the fooner.

Befides thefe things, the fanciers have
obferved particular feafons when a tumbler
will make a more extravagant flight than
ordinary ; as for inftance, when fhe fits
upon eggs, and a few days after having
fed off the {oft meat. I cannot find any phi-
lofophical reafon to be given for this, yet
as it is confirmed by obfervation, I thought
it worth taking notice of.

Another
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Another time, when they will make 2
very extraordinary flight, is, when you
obferve ravens, crows, or any other birds
wantonly playing at a great height in the
air : this may be very eafily accounted for,
there being at fuch a time fomething in
the temperament of the air, fuitable to the
genius of thofe birds that delight in the
upper regions of the atmofphere.

Here I muft advife the fancier not to
turn out his tumblers when there appear
any figns of a rifing fog, for by this means
the fight of their habitation is intercepted,
and many a good flight loft for ever.

A high wind will likewife drive them
too far from home, fo that if they are not
entircly loft, they may lie out all night,
and by that means be expofed to the cats,
or other various accidents.

Laftly, Never turn out your hen tumbler
when fhe is with egg, for befides that the
is at that time fick, and unfit to fly; fo
likewife by her long flight, fhe may drop
her egg, (an inftance of which I have
known) and fo prevent the increafe of your
breed.

N. B.
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N. B. The bald-pated tumblers, which

are of various colours in their body,
as blacks, blues, .&c. with a clean
white head, a pearl eye, white flight
and white tail, are efteemed good fly-
ers, and are very pretty, even when
flying in the air, for the contraft of
the feather appears at that diftance
when the weather is clear and fine;
but the blue ones are reputed to rife
higher than any other colour. There
are alfo fome called blue or black-
bearded, that is, either of thofe co-
lours having a long white {pot from
the under jaw and cheek, a little way
down the throat, and regularly fhaped,
which has a pretty effect as an orna-
ment ; and if they run clean in the
flight and tail, as before mentioned in

the bald-pated ones, they are account-
ed handfome.

The next that comes under our confide-
ration 1is the carrier.

The



The Carrier.

THE original of thefe Pigeons came

from Bazora in Perfia, being fome-
times brought by fea, and fometimes in
the caravans; and are therefore by fome
ignorant people called bufiories.

This city is fituate about two miles di-
ftant from a river called Xat Arab, which
is formed by the meeting of the two great
rivers Tygris and Euphrates : near this
place is a {mall houfe like an hermitage,
dedicated to Iza ben Mariam, that is, Jefus
the fon of Mary: in pafling which place,
the Mahometans themfelves very devoutly
offer up their prayers: there is likewife a
confiderable quantity of land, whofe reve-
nues belong to this chapel.

This Pigeon is called a carrier becaufe
it is frequently made ufe of to carry a let-
ter from one place to another; and fuch

is
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is the fagacity of this Bird, that though
you carry them hood-winked twenty or
thirty miles, nay, I have known them to
be carried three-fcore or an hundred, and
there turned loofe, they will immediately
haften to the place where they were bred.
The Dutch call this Pigeon Bagadat, pro-
bably from a corruption of the name of the
city Bagdat, which was formerly old Ba-
bylon, which Nimrod built ; becaufe they
judge this Pigeon in its way from Bazora
to be brought through that city.

In Turkey they call them bagatins, or
couriers ; and the Turks and Perfians make
a common practice of breeding this fort
of Pigeons in their feraglio’s, where there
is one, whofe bufinefs it is to feed and
train thefe Birds for the ufe afterwards de-
figned, which is done in this manner;
when a young one flies very hard at home,
and is come to its full ftrength, they carry
it in a bafket, or otherwife, about half a
mile from home, and there they turn it
out; after this they carry it a mile, then
two, four, eight, ten, twenty, &ec. till at

length
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length they will return from the furtheft
parts of the kingdom. This pra&ice is of
admirable ufe ; for every Bafhaw has gene-
rally a bafket full of thefe Pigeons fent him
from the grand feraglio ; and in cafe of any
infurrection, or other emergent occafion,
he braces a letter under the wings of a
Pigeon, whereby its flight is not in the
leaft incommoded, and immediately turns
it loofe ; but for fear of their being fhot,
or firuck by a hawk, they generally dif-
patch five or fix; {o that by this means,
difpatches are fent in 2 more fafe and fpeedy
method than could poffibly be otherwife
contrived.

N. B. If a Pigeon be not pra@iced when
young, the beft of them will fly but
very indiﬁ'erently, and may very pof-
{ibly be loft.

Lithgow, in his travels, gives the fol-
lowing remarkable account; after having
mentioned Pigeons that in forty eight hours
would carry a letter from Babylon to Alep-
po, which is thirty days journey, he pro-
ceeds thus, ¢ The city Ptolemais was be-

fieged
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¢t fieged by the French and Venetian ar-
< mies, and was ready to fall into their
<« hands, when the foldiers beheld a Pigeon
¢ flying over them to the city, who there-
« upon fet up fo fudden and {fo great
¢ a thout, that down fell the poor airy
¢ poft with her letter, which being read,
¢« was found to contain, that the Sultan
¢ was coming towards them with an army
¢ fufficient to raife the fiege, and would
¢ be with them in three days; the chri-
< ftians having learned this, fent away the
«¢ Pigeon with another letter, to this effect;
¢¢ that they fhould fee to their fafety, for
¢¢ that the Sultan had fuch other impor-
«¢ tant affairs, as rendered it impoffible that
¢« he thould come to their relief. Upon
“ the reception of this letter the city was
¢« immediately furrendered to the Chrifti-
“ ans; upon the third day the Sultan ar-
< rived according to his promife, but per-
« ceiving how matters went, returned a-

¢ gain with his army.”
That paflage of making the Pigeon fall
to the ground by the thout of the foldiers,
feems
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feems a little too much to favour of Romifh
{fuperftition ; for it appears very unphilofo-
phical, to imagine that the air could be
fo far broke by a fhout, as to render the
ftrong pinions of fo fwift a bird ufelefs.

Ovid, likewife, in his metamorphofes,
tells us, that Taurofthenes, by a Pigeon
ftained with purple, gave notice of his vic-
tory at the Olympic games, the very fame
day on which he gained it, to his father
at /gina.

Willoughby alfo in his ornithology, pro-
duces the example of the ancients in ma-
king ufe of Pigeons for the conveyance of
letters : thus Hirtius and Brutus, at the
fiege of Modena, by means of Pigeons,
held a mutual correfpondence with each
other.

We fhall now proceed to the defcription
of this Bird.

The carrier is larger in fize than moft
of the common forts of Pigeons ; and fome
of them meafure, from the point of the
beak to the extremity of the tail, fifteen
inches; and weigh near twenty ounces.

Their
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Their fleth is naturally firm; and their
feathers clofe when they ftand ere& upon
their legs ; their necks being generally long,
there appears great {ymmetry of fhape be-
yond moft other pigeons, which are gene-
rally crouded on heaps. The upper chap
of the bill is half covered from the head,
with a naked, white, tuberous, furfurace-
ous flefh, which projes, or hangs over
both its fides on the upper part neareft the
head, and ends in a point about the mid-
dle of the bill; this is called the wattle,
and is fometimes joined by two {mall ex-
crefcences of the fame kind on each fide
of the under chap.

‘This fleth is in fome carriers more in-
clinable ta a blackifth colour, which is ge-
nerally the more valued.

The eyes, whofe iris, or circle round
the black pupil is generally of the colour
of a reddith gravel, but fhould be of a
fiery red, are equally furrounded with the
fame fort of furfuraceous matter for about
the breadth of a fhilling ; this is gene-
rally thin when it fpreads wide, and is

moft
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moft valued ; yet when the fleth round the
eye is thick and broad, it thews the car-
rier to be of a good blood that will breed
very {tout ones.

This Bird was formerly efteemed by the
gentlemen of the fancy, as the king of
Pigeons, on account of its great {agacity.

A carrier is generally reckoned to have
twelve properties, viz.

Three in the beak,
Three in the wattle,
Three in the head,
Three in the eye.

To begin therefore with the firft, the
properties of the beak are to be long,
ftrait, and thick.

As to its length, an inch and an half
is reckoned a long beak ; though there are
very good carriers who do not exceed an
inch and quarter.

The ftraitnefs of the beak adds great
beauty to its length, and if otherwife itis
faid to be hook-beaked, and is not fo much
efteemed.

The thicknefs of the beak is likewife

G a
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a very great commendation, and if it fails
in this point it is faid to be {pindle-~beaked,
which diminifhes fomething of its value.

The next three properties are thofe of
the wattle, which ought to be broad acrofs
the beak ; fhort from the head towards
the apex, or point of the bill, and tilting
forwards from the head; for if otherwife,
it is faid to be peg-wattled, which is very
much difefteemed ; and therefore fome
people, to impofe upon the ignorant, and
enhance the price of an indifferent Bird,
have artificially raifed the hinder part of
the wattle, filled it up with cork, and
wired it in with fine wire, in fuch man-
ner as not to be eafily perceptible, efpeci-
ally to gentlemen who are not adepts in
the fancy.

We next confider the properties of the
head, which are its length, its narrownefs,
and its flatnefs.

When a casrier has a long, narrow head,
and a very flat fkull, with 2 hollow im-
preflion or dent in the middle, it is much
admured ; and if otherwife, it is faid to be
barrel-headed.

The
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The laft three properties are thofe of
the eye, which ought to be broad, round,
and of an equal thicknefs ; for if one part
of the eye be thinner than the reft, it is
faid to be pinch-ey’d, which is deemed a
very great imperfection ; whereas if it has
the contrary properties, it is faid to have
a rofe-eye, which is very valuable.

To thefe fome add the diftance, which
is between the hinder part of the wattle
and the edge of the eye; but this cannot
be allowed to be a property, for this rea-
fon ; when a carrier comes to be three or
four years old, if the eye is broad, and the
wattle large, they muft of neceflity meet;
the diftance therefore feems to be rather a
property of the horfeman, of which more
in its proper place.

Another diftinguithing mark of a carrier
is, the length and thinnefs of its neck,
which fome call a property; and indeed it
muft be allowed to add a very great beauty
to this Bird, efpecially confidering the
breadth of its cheft, and the broader the

G 2 cheft
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cheft the better, for which reafon the head
fhould incline backward, which fhews it
more advantageoufly.

Its feather is chiefly black or dun, though
there are likewife blues, whites, {plafh’d,
and pieds, of each feather ; but the black
and dun anfwer beft the foregoing proper-
ties; yet the blues, and blue-pieds are ge-
nerally efteemed for their fcarcity, though
will not ufually come up to the properties
of the above-mentioned feathers.

But in my opinion, the above twelve
properties would be better, and not fo lia-
ble to be confufed, if they were reduced to
five properties, Viz.

1{t. The beak.

2d. The wattle.

3d. The head.

4th. The eye.

sth. Length and thinne(s of neck,
and length of body.

But as the gentlemen of that fancy have
not yet taken upon them to fix a proper

{tandard,
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ftandard, as has been done for the almond
tumbler and the powter, the above is {ub-
mitted to their confideration.

G 3 The
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HIS Pigeon in fhape and make very
much refembles the carrier, only it
is fmaller in all its properties, viz. {ome-
what lefs in body, fhorter in the neck, the
protuberant fleth upon the beak {maller, as
likewife that round the eye, fo that there
remains a larger fpace or diftance between
the wattle and the eye in this Pigeon,
than in the carrier. They are gencrally
more inclined to be barrel-headed, and
their eye fomewhat pinched.

It is to this day a matter of difpute,
whether this be an original Pigeon, or
whether it be not a baftard ftrain, bred
between a carricr and a tumbler, or a car-
rier and a powter; and fo bred over again
from a carricr; and the oftner it is thug
bred, the ftouter the horfeman becomes.

The
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The only thing that feems inclinable to
favour the opinion that they are original,
is a ftrain of this kind brought over
trom Scanderoon, which will fly very great
lengths, and very fwift; but {till the an-
fwer readily occurs, that they may be bred
originally the fame way at Scanderoon, and
{o tranfmitted to us; but that we cannot
determine.

There are of this kind of all manner of
feathers ; but the blue and blue-pieds are
moft noted to be genuine and good; and
if flown, are very good bteeders.

Thefe are the forts of Pigeons that are
chiefly made ufe of in England for the car-
riage of letters, or flying for wagers; be-
caufe thofe that are pofieffed of the true
original carriers, do not care to rifque their
being loft, upon every trifling wager.

Thefe Pigeons, when regularly flown
twice on a day, that is, turned out alone,
and put upon wing, without any others,
will fly very large circumnferences; fo that
after they have made a tour or two round
your houfe, they will fly four or five miles

G 4 out
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out at length, and fo maintain the circuit
for an hour or two.
This the fanciers call going an end.
This practice is of admirable fervice to

them when they come to be trained for the
homing part,

The
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The Dragoon.

THIS Pigeon is, beyond a doubt, a
baftard ftrain, being bred originally
from a horfeman and a tumbler, and by

matching their breed to the horfeman, they
will obtain a tolerable degree of ftoutnefs.

They are very good breeders, and good
nurfes ; and are chiefly kept as feeders for
raifing of powters, Leghorn runts, &c.
and as they are fomewhat lefs than a horfe-
man, are reckoned lighter, and more ex-
peditious in their flight for ten or twenty
miles ; but the horfeman, if good, will
generally out-do them at a greater length ;
they fhould be trained, and flown like the
foregoing.

The following may be depended upon
as fact, notwithftanding the appearance of
incredibility, as feveral gentlemen now li-
ving can affirm the fame if requifite :

A
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A gentleman of my acquaintance, ha-
ving a fmall wager depending, fent a dra-
goon by the ftage coach to his friend at
St. Edmond’s-Bury, together with a note,
defiring the Pigeon, two days after his ar-
rival there, might be thrown up precifely
when the town clock ftruck nine in the
morning, which was accordingly executed,
and the Pigeon arrived in London, and flew
to the fign of the Bull Inn in Bithopfgate
Street, into the loft, and was there thewn
at half an hour paft eleven o’clock the
fame morning on which he had been
thrown up at St, Edmond’s-Bury, having
flown feventy two miles in two hours and
an half; the wager was confirmed by a
letter fent by the next poft from the perfon
at St. Edmond’s-Bury.

I could relate feveral more exploits of

this nature performed by dragoons; parti-
cularly of their being thrown up and re-
turning home by moon-light, &c. but as the
above may be thought fufficient, we fhalt
proceed to defcribe the Dutch cropper.

The
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The Dutch Cropper.

HIS Pigeon feems to have been origi-
nally bred in Holland, being natu-
rally thick ; and its name is derived from
a large bag, or crop of wind, which they
carry under their beak, and can at plea~
fure either raife or deprefs ; they are fhort
and thick-bodied; their legs are likewife
fhort, thick, and feathered down to their
feet; their crop is large, but always hangs
low; the feathers on their thighs hang
loofe, whereby they are faid to be flag-
thigh’d ; their legs ftand wide, and they
{eldom play upright; they are gravel-ey’d,
and generally very bad feeders; therefore
as foon as they have fed off their foft meat,
it is proper to put their young ones under
a pair of {mall runts, dragoons, or powting
horfemen, which may be kept as nurfes

for that purpofe,
There
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There are of all forts of feathers in this
Pigeon ; and the Dutch in breeding it take
a very great care; for as foon as they have
fed off their foft meat, they put the young
ones under others to nurfe, and then fepa-
rate the old ones, placing them in different
coops, and feeding them high with hemp
or rape feed for a month, then turning
them together, and by being very hearty
and falacious, they breed Pigeons with very
good properties; from whence may be ob-
ferved, that if mankind were alike abfte-
mious, their progeny might be more com-
pleat both in body and mind.

Thefe are the Pigeons that are moft
apt to gorge, if not kept conftantly fup-
plied with meat and water : but now the
gentlemen fanciers in England pay very
little regard to this Pigeon fince they have
made it f{ubfervient to their purpofe, viz.
by raifing from them and others the pow-
ter, which we fhall next explain.

The



The Englifb Powter.

HIS Bird being firft bred in England,

is therefore called as above, and is
originally a mixt breed between a horfe-
man and a cropper ; and by matching their
young ones over and over to the cropper,
has produced in them the five following
properties, according to the ftandard now
publifhed and in ufe among the columba-
rians, viz.

tft. Length and fhape of body.
2d. Length of legs,

3d. Crop.

4th. Feather.

sth. Carriage.

1ft. In regard to the length of body :
the longer they are from the point of the
beak
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beak to the end of - the tail, the more the
Pigeon is efteemed ; fome have meafured
this way near twenty inches, though fe-
venteen or eighteen is reckoned a very good
length. It thould have an hqllow back,
running off taper from the thoulders, to
form a fine fhape; (for if it rifes on the
back, it is called hog~back’d,) and it fhould
be fmall in the girt. Great caution {hould
be obferved in meafuring their length of
bedy, leit the head and tail ﬂ‘lo‘ul‘d be
pulled off, which (if 1 am rightly inform-
ed) was once the cafe, and thereby a fine
Bird facrificed.

»d. The length of theleg is the next
thing to be examined in a powter, that is,
from the upper joint of the thlgh.to th.e'
end of the middle toe nail ; and in this
property fome of them have befan very con=
iderable, wanting a meer trifle (?f feven
snches and a quarter; yet the Bird that
produces Gx inches and three quarters, of
feven inches, muft be allowed to be a very

yood: one,
g0 Their
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Their thighs and legs fhould be ftout

and thick, and well covered with {mooth
white feathers, and not thin wire legs,
and naked, as formerly: fometimes the
joints of the knees will be edged round
with another colour; but let it fall here,

or on any other part of the thigh, it is
called foul-thigh’d.

3d. The next property to be confidered
is the crop, which ought to be large and
round, rifing to the beak, filling well be-
hind the neck to cover the thoulders, ha-

ving the fmalleft part of the circle next
the body.

4th. Is the feather, which affords a very
great variety. 'The pieds are moft univer-
fally efteemed ; and under thefe may be
ranked the yellow pied, the red pied, the
black pied, and the blue pied ; which laft
mentioned colour fhould be the beft fky
blue, with black bars crofs the wings, each
of which advance in their worth according
as they anfwer beft to the other proper-
tics ; for inftance, if the blue pied and
black
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black pied are equal in the meafure of the
other properties, the black pied will be
reckoned the beft Pigeon ; again, if the
black pied and red pied are equal in the
meafure of the other properties, the red
pied will be reckoned the beft. Likewife
if the red pied and yellow pied are equal
in the meafure of the other properties, the
preference will be given to the yellow pied,
on account of the feather.

sth and laft property is the carriage.
A powter fhould play upright, with a fine
tail not awry, well {pread like a fan, with-
out tucking it between the legs, or fetting
the feathers upon the rump, (which is
called rumping). He thould lap his wings
clofe to the body ; and difplay his limbs
ftraight and clofe together, without ftrad-
ling, and to move with a flow and ma-
jeftick ftep, almoft upon his toes, without
kicking or jumping, which is the quality
of the uploper. He fhould carry himfelf
ere&, with a round crop, well filled with
wind, without being {tiff-winded, or flack-
winded,
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winded, which are both efteemed very great
faults *. The powter that buffles, which
is being ftiff-winded, fills his crop fo full
of wind, that it is thereby {trained in fuch
a manner, that he is ready to fall back-
ward, becaufe he cannot readily difcharge
the confined air, which renders him un-
eafy and unweildy; the other extream is
being flack-winded, fo that he fhews little
or no crop, and appears not much better
than an ill-fhaped runt.

Thefe Pigeons appear very noble on the
outfide of an houfe; but the better fort are
never fuffered to fly, and it is happy for
them they are not, for they would often
fall down the chimneys, and eafily become
a prey to the cats, on account of their
crops, efpecially thofe that buffle, or are
ftiff-winded.

®* When powters are defigned to be fhewn, they fhould
be previonfly prepared for that purpofe, by keeping them
from food five or fix hours before the time of fhewing
them, otherwife they cannot {o conveniently fwell, or get
their crop up properly, to appear to advantage. And -par-
ticular care muft be afterwards tzken to prevent the dange-
rous and difagreeable inconvenience of gorging themfelves,
for at that time they arc molt apt to do it, from having
been kept {o long empty.

H There
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There are many who have not judgment
fufficient to difcover the beauties and pro-
perties of the powter, that condemn it on
account of the crop, which they fay feems
an incumbrance to the Bird, and appears
unnatural ; {o various are the opinions of
the multitude ! but that we may not run
too much from the fubje@, we (hall next
Proceed to defcribe in what manner a pow-
ter thould be pied.

In the firft place, the chop (by which is
meant the front part of the crop) ought to
be white, girt round with a fhining green
intermixed with the colour with which he
is pied, and this white thould by no means
go behind the neck, for then it 1s faid to
be ring-headed.

2d. He ought to have a bib, or round
patch of the fame colour with which he is
pied, coming down from his under chap,
and falling upon the chop, which makes
it the fhape of an half moon 5 and if this
bib be wanting, he is faid to be fwallow-
throated.

3. His
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3. His head, neck and back, ought to
be of one uniform colour, and the tail the
fame ; and if the Pigeon be blue pied, (as
before obferved) he fhould have two bars
or {treaks of black crofs the lower part of
both wings ; but if thefe bars happen to
be of a brown colour inftead of black, he
1s then faid to be kite-barr’d, which is not
{o valuable.

4th. The fhoulder, or pinion of the
wing, ought to be mottled with white,
laying round in the fhape of a rofe ; which
is called a rofe-pinion, and is reckoned the
beft. Though but very few arife to be
compleat in this refpect ; but if the pinion
runs with a large patch of white to the
outer edge of the wing, he is then faid to
be lawn-fleev’d.

sth. The thigh is already defcribed in
their fecond property, viz. length of legs.

6th. The nine flight feathers of the wing
ought to be white, otherwife it is called
foul-flighted ; and if only the external fea-
ther of the wing be of the fame colour of

H 2 the
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the body, it is called {word-flighted, or of eighteen pair and 2

fworded. « they were fold as follows :

A powter that would anfwer to all thefe L. s d.
properties, might very juftly be deemed « T.ot 1. one pair 2 12 6
perfect: but as abfolute perfeGtion is in- « 2. ditto - - 2 7 ©
compatible with any thing in this world, « 3. ditto - - 2 © O
that Pigeon which makes the neareft ad- « 4. ditto - - 117 ©
vances toward them, is moft undoubtedly “ 5. ditto - -~ 2 12 6
the beft. . ' 6. ditto - - 3 § ©

The fanciers of thefe Birds, by dint of « 7. ditto - - 3 13 6
application, indefatigable induftry, and great « 8, ditto - - 4 7 ©
expence, have certainly bred them to a ¢ g. ditto - - 4 6 o
great degree towards perfection, infomuch «c 10. ditto - - 3 10 ©
that cighteen pairs and an half of them e 11. ditto - ~ 316 o
were fold by public au&ion for ninety two s 12. ditto - - § 2 ©
pounds nine fhillings and fix pence, as ap- c 13. ditto - - 4 I ©O
pears by a paragraph in the Daily Adver- « 14. ditto - - 8 o o
tifer of Thurfday January 1, and the day « 15. ditto - - I3 6 o
following in the Gazetteer and Lendon « 16. ditto - - 16 16 ©
Daily Advertifer of Friday January 2, 1761, « 17. ditto = - 4 10 O
which for the greater fatisfaction of the “ 18. ahenonly 5 5 ©
reader, I fhall here tranfcribe, < On e 19. one pair - I 3 ©
“ monday evening laft, at the fale of Total - - '9_2——9 6
¢« powting Pigeons, at Mr. Hays’s, the e s
< French Horn in Beach-lane, confifting

¢ of H 3 As
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As I was prefent at the above fale, fo I
had an opportunity of examining the Birds,
fome of which were very indifferent ones,
and fonre of them very capital ones in-
deed, viz. Lot 14, 15, 16, and 18; and to
my knowledge, two pairs of which were
aﬂferwards fold for thirty fix guineas by
private contract.

N. B. The almond tumblers (at the time
thefe Pigeons were fold) were not ar~
rived to one half of the perfection that
they are at this prefent time; and it
is the opinion of many, that were the
fame number of almond tumblers to
be fold now, they would bear a price
cqual, if not {uperior, to the above.

The

The Parifiar Powter.

HTS Pigeon was originally bred at
Paris, and from thence brought to
Bruflels, whence we had it tranf{mitted to
us : it has all the pature of the Englifh
powter, but generally runs long in the
crop, and not very large; it is fhort-bo-
died, with fhort legs, and thick in the
girt: what is chiefly admired in this Bird,
is its feather, which is indeed very beau-
tiful, and peculiar only to itfelf, refembling
a fine piece of Irifh ftitch, being chequer-
ed with various colours in every feather,
except the flight, which is white; the
more red ¥ has intermixed with the other
cclours the more valuable it is; fome are
gravel-ey’d, and fome bull-ey’d ; but is
equaily indifferent which eye it hath.
N.B. This Bird is vulgarly called the

Parazene Powter.

H 4 The



The Uploper.

THIS Bird was originally bred in Hol-
land ; it agrees in make and fhape
in every refpe&t with the Englith pow-
ter, as bred formerly, except its being
{maller in every property. Its crop is very
round, in which it generally buries its bill ;
its legs are very fmall and flender, (which
was the fault of the Englith powter till
very lately) and its toes are thort and clofe
together, on which it treads {o nicely, that
when moving, you may put any thing un-
der the ball of its foot : it is clofe-thigh’d,
plays very upright, and when it approach-
eth the hen, generally leaps to her with
its tail {pread, which is the reafon of its
being called Uploper, from the Dutch
word Uplopen, which fignifies to leap up.
The colour of thefe Pigeons is gene-
rally all blue, white, or black ; and there

poflibly

The Uploper. 10§
poflibly may be fome of them pied, though
I never faw any.

There are very few of them now in
England ; the reafon that they do not en-
courage the breed of them here, I thould
imagine, is, having brought the Englith
powter to fuch perfection, that in fa&, at
this time, there is no comparifon to be
made between them : though it has been
reported, that in Holland they have afked
twenty five guineas for a fingle pair of
uplopers, which I muft confefs I want
faith to credit.

The



The Powting Horfeman.

#T HIS Pigeon is a baftard breed, be-

tween the cropper and the horfeman;
and according to the number of times that
their young ones are bred over from the
cropper, they are called firft, fecond, or third
bred; and the oftener they are bred over,
the larger their crop proves. The reafon
of breeding thefe Pigeons were, formerly,
te improve the firain of the powters, by
making them clofe-thigh’d ; though it was
apt to make them rump, from the horfe-
man’s blood ; but having now brought the
ftrain of the powters to fo high perfection,
that practice is difufed.

They are a very merry Pigeon upon an
houfe ; and by often dathing off, are ex-
ceeding good to pitch ftray Pigeons that
are at a lofs to find their own home, which
gives great fatisfaction to thofe gentlemen

who
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who delight in the flying fancy. They

breed often, and are good nurfes, gene-
rally feeding their young ones well. Some
of thefe Pigeons are fix inches, and fix
inches and an half in legs; they are a
hearty Bird, and give them but meat and
water, they need very little other attend-
ance.

Some of them will come home ten or
twenty miles.

The



The Leghorn Runt.

THE Leghorn runt was originally bred
either at Pifz, in the duke of Tuf-
cany’s dominions, or atPifa in Peloponefus,
and from thence brought to Leghorn, and
{o tran{mitted hither; but the latter feems
moft probable, becaufe it anfwers the de-
{cription of the Pigeon which Willoughby
in his Ornithology calls Columba Turcica

feu Perfica, the Turkifth or Perfian Pigeon.
It is a ftately large Pigeon, fome of them
feven inches, or better, in legs, clofe fea-
thered, and firm in flefh, extremely broad-
chefted, and very fhort in the back; he
carries his tail, when he walks, fomewhat
turned up like a duck’s ; but when he plays
he tucks it down ; his neck is longer than
any other Pigeon’s, which he carries bend-
ing like a goofe or a fwan. He is goofe-
headed, and his eye lies hollow in his head,
with
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with a thin fkin round it much like the
Dutch tumbler’s, but broader; his beak
is very fhort for fo large a Bird, with a
{mall wattle on it, and the upper chap a
little bending over the under. Mr. Moore
fays they are a very tender Bird, but I muft
beg leave to diffent from that opinion of
them, having kept them feveral winters
in a little fhed or room, one fide of which
was entirely open, and expofed to the eaft~
erly winds, with no other fence but a net,
which kept them confined. Care fhould
be taken of their young ones, for they rear
but few in the feafon if lefe to bring them
up themfelves, therefore it would be moft
proper to fhift their eggs under a dragoon,
or fome other good nurfg, in the fame
manner as mentioned of the powter, re-
membering to give them a young one of
fome kind to feed off their foft meat; if
this method be purfued, they will breed
very well.

I have known four guineas given for a
pair of thefe Birds. But there are very
few of the true original breed in England.

If
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If they are matched to a Spanith runt, they
will breed a very large Pigeon, clofer in
flefh and feather than the Spanifh runt, and
will breed much fafter. I have had a hen
of the Leghorn breed that weighed two
pounds two ounces avoirdupoife weight ;
and have killed of their young ones, which,
when on the {pit, were as large as mid-
dling {pring fowls. It fhould here be ob-
ferved, that thefe, and all other runts, en-
creafe in bulk, till they are three or four
years old.

As to their feather, they are various, but
the beft that I have feen, were either white,
black, or red mottled. Leghorn runts are
more valued than any other fort of runts,
though there is a vaft difference in them ;
fome of them being very bad ones, though
brought from Leghorn.

The

Tbe Spanifb Runt.

HIS Pigeon, as may eaftly be per-
ceived by its name, comes origimally
from Spain; and is the longeft in body of
any Pigeon whatever; fome of them are
twenty three inches long from the point of
the beak to the extremity of the tail; they
are thick and fhort-legg’d, loofe feathered,
and loofe in fleth, and do not walk erect as
the Leghorn runt does.

There are various feathers in this Bird;
but being fhort-legg’d, are apt to fit too
heavy upon their eggs, and by that means
brealk them; to prevent which, the fame
method fhould be purfued with them as
with the Leghorn runt. There are fome
Pigeons very much refembling the Spanifh
runt, with longer legs; but it is thought
they come from the Spanith Weft Indies.

The



The Fricfland Runt.

HIS Pigeon comes from Friefland, and

is one of the larger fort of middle
fized runts; its feathers ftand all reverted,
and if it is admired at all, it muft be for
its uglinefs ; there are few of this f{pecies
in England at prefent.

There are other fort of runts; as the
Roman runt, which is {o big and heavy it
can hardly fly ; and the Smyrna runt, which
is middle-fiz’d, and feather-footed, even fo
as to appear almoft like wings at the feet,
which makes them frequently drag their
eggs and young ones out of the neft, if not
kept clean and dry. To thefe may be
added the common runt, which are kept
purpofely for the difh, and generally in
locker-holes in inn yards, or other places,
and are well known to every body.

The following forts of Pigeons are gene-
rally deemed and called Toys by the gen-

tlemen
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tlemen fanciers; and as I think the jaco-
bine fhould have the preference of the
toy kind, we fhall in the next place de-
fcribe that.

I The



The Facobine, or Fack.

HE Jacobine, or as it is more com-
monly called for fthortnefs, the Jack,

is a remarkably pleafing Bird; but it is
very difficult to obtain any that are really
good, the breed of them having fuffered
much in my opinion, in general, by a
wrong method of propagating them, viz.
that of intermixing the breed of the ruff
with them, in order to improve thcir chain,
by lengthening the feathers thereof, where-
by the chain is confiderably detrimented
by being loofer, and not fo clofely con-
neted as it otherwife would have been,
had the jack and the ruff been entirely
kept feparate; it has likewife caufed the
jack to be bred larger, a longer beak, and
loofer in its hood, than it was originally.
For the true jack is a very {mall Bird,
very little bigger than a tumbler, and the
fmaller
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fmaller it is the better. It has a range of
feathers inverted quite over the hinder part
of the head, and reaching down on each
fide of the neck to the fthoulders of the
wings, which forms a kind of hood, fome-
thing like a Fryar’s, from whence it takes
the name of jacobine. The fathers of that
order wearing hoods to cover their bald-
nefs. Therefore the upper part of this
range of feathers is called the hood; and
the more compaét thefe feathers are, and
the clofer they are to the head, fo much
the more the Bird is valued : the lower

part of this range of feathers is, with us,
called the chain, but the Dutch call it the

cravat. The feathers of which fhould be
long and clofe, that were you to ftrain the
neck a little, by taking hold of the bill,
the two fides fthould fold over each other,

which may be feen in fome of the beft.
The Pigeon dealers have a method of
coakfing the hood and chain of this Bird,
(as the term is) which they perform by
clipping the feathers at the back part of
the head and neck, and continually ftro-
I2 king
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king the hood and chain forwards, which
makes them advance further than they
otherwife would : and fometimes they cut
a piece of fkin out between the throat and
the cheft, and few it up again, by which
means the chain is drawn clofer. It fhould
have a very fmall head, with a quick rife,
&c. and fpindle beak, the thorter the bet-
ter, like that of a tumbler, and a pearl
eye. In regard to the feather, there are
various coloured ones, fuch as reds, blues,
mottled, blacks and yellows; the prefer-
ence of which feems to be given to the
laft mentioned ; but whatever colour they
are of, they fhould have a clean white head,
with a white flight and white tail ; fome
of them have feathers on their legs and
feet, others have none, and both forts are
equally efteemed according to the different
inclinations of thofe who fancy them.

In France and Holland they have brought
this {pecies to much greater perfetion than
in England, for of late years they have
been much negle@ed here, which I think

the

The Facobine, or Fack. Iy
the greater pity, as they are by far the
moft pleafing of any eof the toy Pigeons
whatever. A very ingenious gentleman of
my acquaintance, and an exceeding good
fancier, as well as a great naturalift, being
at Paris laft fummer, purchafed two pairs
of thefe Birds, and charged himfelf with
the trouble and care of bringing them over
to England, which he effe&ed, in order to
reftore the true original breed of them, but
was prevented in that by a cat getting into
his loft, and thereby deftroying them all.

The following being in itfelf fo uncom-
mon, and a fa&, I cannot help taking no-
tice of it: a perfon the eother day pafling
through Fleet-ftreet, feeing a primt of this
Bird at a thop window, ftopped to make his
obfervations thereon, and having well view-
ed it, he went in and purchafed it, de-
claring to the feller, that he never faw a
ftronger likenefs in his life ; and as for the
wig, it was exactly the fame he always
wore. For he imagined it altogether a
caricatura of one of s intimate acquaint-

I3 ance;
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ance; and the perfon of whom he bought

it, did not think it neceffary at that time
to undeceive him.

The
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The Ruff.

THIS Pigeon in fhape and make re-

fembles a good deal the jacobine, in-
fomuch that they have been frequently fold
for fuch to thofe who have not thoroughly
underftood the properties belonging to the
jack.

The ruff, if attentively examined, will
be found larger than the jack, with a longer
beak, and a larger head. The irides of the
eyes in fome are of a pearl colour, in others
of a gravel colour; the feathers of its hood
and chain much longer, though the chain
does not reach f{o low down to the fhoul-
ders of the wings; neither are they near
fo compleat and clofe as the others, but
are apt to blow about with every little
blaft of wind, and to fall more backward
off the head, and lay in a rough confufed
manner ; whence the Pigeon has its name.

Ig4 Their
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Their feather is alfo the fame as that of
the jack; fo that it is not to be fo much
wondered at, that thofe who were unac-
quainted with the properties of the true
original jack, fhould have a ruff impofed
cn them in its ftead; but I hope we have
fufficiently defcribed the ruff to be worfe
than the jack in all its properties, fo as to
prevent future impofitions of that kind.

The

The Capuchine.

THIS Pigeon, like the jack, is fo
called, from another f{et of hooded
ecclefiaftics.

It is alfo thought by fome to be a
baftard breed from the jack, and others
affert it to be a diftin¢t {pecies ; but ’tis
very certain, that a jack and another Pigeon
will breed a Bird fo like it, as will puzzle
the authors of this affertion to diftinguifh
it from what they call their feparate {pe-
cies.

Its fhape, make and fize are much like
thofe of the ruff, but rather larger; its
beak being alfo nearly the fame : it has a
tolerable good hood, but no chain; its
feather is various, being fometimes blue,
red, yellow, mottled, black, &c. but thould,
like the jack, always have a clean white

head,
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head, white flight, and white tail, and
a pearl eye.

Thefe fort are in very f{mall efteem
amongit the fanciers, though each parti-
cular fpecies have their admirers.

The



The Nun

IS a Bird that attracts the eye greatly,

from the contraft in her plumage, which
is very particular, and fhe feems to take
her name entirely from it, her head being
as it were covered with a veil.

Her body is all white; her head, tail,
and fix of her flight feathers ought to be
entirely either black, red, or yellow, viz.
if her head be black, her tail and flight
thould be black likewife; if her head be
red, then her tail and flight thould be red ;
or if her head be yellow, her tail and
flight fhould be alfo yellow; and accord-
ingly are called either red-headed nuns,
yellow-headed nuns, &c. and whatever
feathers vary from this arc faid to be foul;
for inftance, fhould a black-headed nun
have a white or any other coloured feather
in her head, except black, fthe would be

called
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called foul-headed; or a white feather in
her flight, fhe would be foul-flighted, &c.
and the fame rule ftands good in the red-
headed or yellow-headed ones ; though the
beft of them all will fometimes throw a few
foul feathers, and thofe that are {o but in
a fmall degree, though not {fo much valued
themfelves, will often breed as clean fea-
thered Birds as thofe that are not.

A nun ought likewife to have a pearl
eye, with 2 fmall head and beak ; and to
have a white hood, or tuft of feathers on
the hinder part of the head, which the
larger it is, adds the more beauty to the
Bird : her fize much the fame as the ca-

puchine.

The



The Owl.

H IS Bird, from its pleafing, meck,
and innocent afpect, I fhould have
defcribed immediately after the jacobine,
it being, in my opinion, the next in point
of beauty s but as Mr. Moore obferves,
’tis pity to feparate thofe venerable fons of
the clergy and the female faints, therefore
we have f{uffered them to follow each other
for that reafon only.
The owl is, according to Mr. Moore,
a {mall Pigeon, very little larger than a ja-
cobine, which might be their fize in his
time; but at prefent they are brought to
fuch perfection, that they are hardly, if
any thing, larger than a very fmall tumbler.
Its beak is very fhort, and hooked over at
the end like an owl’s, from whence it takes
its name, the fhorter it is the better; it
has
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has a very round button head, and a gravel
eye.
The feathers on the breaft open, and
refle¢t both ways, expanding itfelf fome-
thing like a rofe, which is called the purle
by fome, and by others the frill, and the
more the Bird has of that the better, with
a gullet reaching down from the beak to
to the frill. Its plumage is always of one
entire colour, as white, a fine fky-blue,
black, and yellow, &c. except fome that
are chequered. The blue ones thould have
black bars crofs the wings ; and the lighter
they are in colour, particularly in the
hackle, the more they are valued.

Thefe Birds fhould have their breeding
places made fo that they may fit in private,
as mentioned under the head of building
a loft, for they are very wild, like the car-
rier, and apt to fly off their eggs, if in
the leaft difturbed.

The



The Turbit.

HIS Pigeon 1s called by the Dutch

Cort-Beke, or Short-bill, on account
of the fthortnefs of its beak ; but how it
came by the name of turbit I cannot take
upon me to determine.

It is a fmall Pigeon, fomething larger
than the owl; its beak is fhort like that
of a partridge; and the fhorter it is the
more it is valued; it thould have a round
button head, with a gullet; and the fea-
thers on the breaft (like that of the owl)
open, and refle&t both ways, ftanding out
almoft like a fringe, or the frill of a thirt ;
and the Bird is valued in proportion to the
goodnefs of the frill or purle.

In regard to their feather, the tail, and
back of the wings, ought to be of one
entire colour, as blue, black, dun, &c.
the red and yellow ones excepted, whofe

tails
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tails fhould be white; and thofe that are
blue fhould have black bars crofs the
wings ; the flight feathers, and all the reft
of the body fhould be white, and are called
by the fanciers (according to the colour
they are of) as black-thoulder’d, yellow-
thoulder’d, blue-thoulder’d turbits, &c.
They are a very pretty light Pigeon ; and
if ufed to fly when young, fome of them
make very good flyers. Mr. Moore fays he
has feen a flight of them, that were kept
by one Girton, that would mount almoft
as high as tumblers.

There are fome turbits all white, black,
and blue, which by a miftake are often
called and taken for owls.

The



pary AT
inh
! ‘?j‘:
' AT
," I /’vj‘
B
4 24
/ I/;' a
.” A4

:
314
7
7718
/4
4

R,

The Broad-tail’d Shaker.

HIS Pigeon is by fome called the
broad-tail’d fhaker, and by others the
fan-tail.

The reafon why it is called the broad-
tail'd fhaker 1s, on account of its having a
frequent tremulous motion, or fhaking in
the neck, particularly when falacious, ard
in contradiftin@®ion to the narrow-tail’d
thaker.

It has a beautiful long and thin neck,
which bends like the neck of a fwan, in-
clining towards the back ; a remarkable
full cheft, a very fhort back, and a tail
confifting of a great number of feathers,
feldom lefs than twenty four, and fome of
them have thirty fix, (but that rarely )
which they fpread in a very elegant man-

K nezr,
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ner, hke the tail of a turkey-cock, and
throw it up fo high that the head and tail
frequently meet, whence they are called
fan-tails ; but when they have fuch a large
number of feathers, it is apt to make them
IoP their tails, and not permit it to meet
}ztfllz their head, which is a very great

‘Their colour is moft commonly all white,
though there are black-pied, 'blue-pied,
r.ed-pied, and yellow-pieds, and fome en-
tire blue ; but the white ones have cene-
rally the beft carriage in their headb and
tail : there are two forts of thefec broad-
tail’d thakers, the one having a neck much
longer and more flender than the other,

but the longe(’c neck is efleemed the moft
beautiful.

The
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The Narrow=tail’d Shaker

IS by many thought a diftin& {pecies, and

by others only a baftard breed between
the broad-tail'd fhaker and fome other
Pigeon : it hath a fhorter neck and thicker
than the broad-tail’d fhaker, with a longer
back : the feathers of the tail are not fo
much expanded, but fall in a manner dou-
ble, the one fide laying over the other, and
the tail generally droops very much.

Its feather varies as the former, but are
generally white; though I have feen an
almond of this fort, which was purchafed

by a certain nobleman.

K 2 The
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HIS Pigeon is about the fize of a
{mall runt, and was brought hither
from Holland ; but whether it was origi-
nally bred there or not I cannot determine.
They have a fpot upon their heads, juft
above their beaks, from which they take
their name ; the feathers of the tail are of
the fame colour as the fpot, and the reft of
their body all white : the fpot and tail in
fome of them are black, in others red, in
others yellow ; and I have heard there are
fome blue: they look very pretty when
they fpread their tail and fly; and always
breed their young ones of the fame co-
lour.

The

The Laugher

IS about the fize of a middling runt, and

much of the fame make, and has a very
bright pearl eye, almoft white ; their fea-
ther is chiefly red-mottled; and I have
heard of fome that were blue: they are
faid to come from the Holy Land near
Jerufalem. When the cock plays to the
hen, he has a hoarfe coo, not unlike the
guggling of a bottle of water, when pour-
ed out, and then makes a noife which very
much imitates a foft laughter; and from
thence it has its name.

K 3 The



The Truinpeter.

S a Bird much about the fize of a
laugher, and very runtifhly made ; they
are generally pearl-ey’d, black-mottled,
very feather-footed and leg’d, turn-crown’d
fike the nun, and fometimes like a finnikin,
but much larger, which are reckoned the
better fort, as being more melodious ; but
the beft chara&eriftic to know them, is a
tuft of feathers growing at the root of the
beak ; and the larger this tuft is, the more
they are efteemed : the reafon of their name
is from their imitating the found of a
trumpet after playing; the more falacious
they are, the more they will trumpet ;
therefore if you have a mind to be often
entertained with their melody, you muft
give them plenty of hemp-feed, otherwife
they will feldom trumpet much, except in
the {pring, when they are naturally more

{alacious than ufual,
The




The Helmnet

S much about the fize of a nun, or
fomewhat bigger : the head, tail, and
flight feathers of the wings, are always of
one colour, as black, red, yellow; and I
believe there are {ome blue, and all the
reft of the body white; fo that the chief
difference between them and a nun is, that
they have no hood on the hinder part of the
head, and are commonly gravel-ey’d.
They are called helmets from their heads
being covered with a plumage which is
diftin¢t in colour from the body, and ap-
pears fomewhat like an helmet to cover

the head.

K 4 The
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HESE Pigeons are poflefled of certain
whimfical geftures when falacious, viz.
it rifes over its hen, and turns round three or
four times, flapping its wings, then reverfes,
and turns as many the other way ; for which
reafon-fome people difapprove of this fort,
as being apt to vitiate their own ftrains by
making a hen fquat by thefe geftures, but
in fa& are no more to be feared in that re-
{pec than any other breed when falacious.
They are in fhape and make not unlike
a common runt, and nearly the fame fize ;
the crown of its bead is turned in the
manner of a fnake’s head; it has a gravel
eye, and a tuft of feathers on the hinder
part of the crown, which runs down its
neck fomething like a horfe’s mane; it
has no feathers on its legs or feet, and the
feather 1s always black or blue-pied.

The

The Turner

IS (except having a tuft on t%le hinder
part of the head, and not being fn.ak.e-
headed) in many refpects like the. finnikin,
though when falacious and playing to the
hen, it turns only one way, whereas t.hc
finnikin turns both. It is of 2 runtifh
make, and has a gravel eye.

Tbe



The Barb, or Barbary Pigeon.

THIS Pigeon was originally brought
from Barbary, and for that reafon
called the Barbary Pigeon, or for thortnefs
a barb. Itisin fize lefs than a common
runt, thould have a very fhort beak like a
bull-finch, with a very fmall wattle, and
a naked circle of tuberous red fleth round
the eyes, whofe irides are of a pearl colour;
the broader and redder this fleth is, the
more valuable the Bird, though it is very
narrow when the Bird is young, and does
not come to its full growth till they are
four years old; fome of them have a tuft
of feathers on the hinder part of the head,
fomething like a finnikin, and others have
not ; the body of it rather long than other-
wife.
Mr. Willoughby, in defcribing this Bird,
is greatly miftaken, where he imagines the
tuberous
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tuberous fleth to be white in fome Birds
of this kind, which never is the cafe, tho’
it will grow paler when the Bird is fick,
and when it recovers always reaflumes its
wonted rednefs.

Their feather is chiefly black or dun;
though there are pieds of both thefe fea-
thers, and fome fplafh’d ; and I have feen
one that was an almond,

The



The Mabomet.

R. Moore, in his columbarium, fays

this Bird is no more in reality than
a white barb, which makes the red tube-
rous fleth round the eyes look very beauti-
ful ; and further adds, that the reafon why
it was fo called, was, that Mahomet, the
impoftor prophet of the Turkifth religion,
and author of the Alcoran, is reputed by
fome authors, and thofe of good note, as
Scaliger, Grotius, and Sionita, to have made
ufe of the following ftratagem to induce
the credulous Arabians to believe that he
converfed frequently with the holy fpirit,
and received from him his miffion as a
prophet, and the new do&rines he was
about to broach.

This impofture he carried on in this
manner : he took a young Pigeon of this
kind which we are now defcribing, and
which, by the immaculate whitenefs of its

plumage,
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plumage, was not an improper emblem of
purity, and the ccleftial dove; this Bird
he brought up by hand, and made it very
tame and familiar, till at laft he taught it
to eat meat out of his ear, which he might
eafily do, efpecially if he fed it with rape
or hemp-fced there, which all Pigeons are
very fond of, till at laft the Pigeon would
come frequently to fearch for its food there.
This Bird he impofed upon the Arabians
to be the Holy Ghoft, whifpering the dic-
tates of the Almighty, and teaching him
the precepts of his new law; and from
hence this Bird is called after him by the
name of Mahomet; fo far Mr. Moore :
and I think he has extremely well account-
ed for its being fo called; but it is the
opinion of many fanciers, that the Bird
called 2 mahomet is nearly of a cream
colour, with bars crofs the wings as black
as ebony, the feathers very particular, be-
ing of two colours : the upper part, or
{urface of them, appearing of a cream, and
underneath a kind of footy colour, nearly
approaching to black; as are likewife the
flye-feathers, and even the fkin, which I

never
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never obferved in any other Pigeons but
thefe : its fize much like that of a turbit,
with a fine gullet, and in lieu of a frill ;
the feathers rather appear like a feam ; the
head is fhort, and inclined to be thick;
hath an orange-eye, and a f{mall naked
circle of black fleth round the 4ame; and
a beak fomething refembling that of a bull-

finch, with a {mall black wattle on it.
I muft confefs I rather think this Bird a

mixt ftrain, between a turbit and fome
other Pigeon.

The
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The Lace Pigeon.

H IS Bird is, I believe, originally

bred in Holland, where I am inform-
ed there are great numbers of them; tho’
not onc that I know of to be feen in Eng-
land at prefent : it is in fize rather lefs than
a common runt, and like it in fhape and
make ; though I once faw a fhaker of this
kind : their colour is white, and they are
valued on account of their fcarcity, and
the peculiarity of their feathers; the fibres,
or web of which, appear difunited from
each other throughout their whole plum-
age, and not in the leaft connetted, as in
commmon with all other Pigeons, where
they form a fmooth clofe feather; but in
order to convey a true idea of this very
fingular Bird, I beg leave to refer the
reader to the cut annexed.

The



The Erill-back

S fomething lefs in fize than a dragoon,

and in fhape like the common runt;
their colour generally (if not always
white ; and what is chiefly remarkable in
them is, the turn of their feathers, which
appear as if every one diftinétly had been
raifed at the extremity with a {mall round
pointed inftrument, in fuch manner as to
form a fmall cavity in each of them.

F I N I S,




	treatise
	treatise fp
	treatise fp2
	treatise p1
	treatise p2
	treatise p3
	treatise p4
	treatise p5
	treatise p6
	treatise p7
	treatise p8
	treatise p9
	treatise p10
	treatise p11
	treatise p12
	treatise p13
	treatise p14
	treatise p15
	treatise p16
	treatise p17
	treatise p18
	treatise p19
	treatise p20
	treatise p21
	treatise p22
	treatise p23
	treatise p24
	treatise p25
	treatise p26
	treatise p27
	treatise p28
	treatise p29
	treatise p30
	treatise p31
	treatise p32
	treatise p33
	treatise p34
	treatise p35
	treatise p36
	treatise p37
	treatise p38
	treatise p39
	treatise p40
	treatise p41
	treatise p42
	treatise p43
	treatise p44
	treatise p45
	treatise p46
	treatise p47
	treatise p48
	treatise p49
	treatise p50
	treatise p51
	treatise p52
	treatise p53
	treatise p54
	treatise p55
	treatise p56
	treatise p57
	treatise p58
	treatise p59
	treatise p60
	treatise p61
	treatise p62
	treatise p63
	treatise p64
	treatise p65
	treatise p66
	treatise p67
	treatise p68
	treatise p69
	treatise p70
	treatise p71
	treatise p72
	treatise p73
	treatise p74
	treatise p75
	treatise p76
	treatise p77
	treatise p78
	treatise p79
	treatise p80
	treatise p81
	treatise p82
	treatise p83
	treatise p84
	treatise p85
	treatise p86
	treatise p87
	treatise p88
	treatise p89
	treatise p91
	treatise p92
	treatise p93
	treatise p94



