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Grand Champion
American Giant Homer
[ ]

This Andalusian Giant Homer Cock,
Band No. 166, was the Grand Cham-
pion at the 1966 Grand National Pi-
geon Show held at Costa Mesa, Calif.
in Janvary 1966. — Bred by Amos E.
Hodson, Los Alamitos, Calif.

This lssue Devoted Especially To American Giant Homers
Devoted to the Raising of Pigeons for Pleasure and Profit
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My Best Wishes To

6.H.A.

Breeder and Exhibitor Of

Show Type

iant Homers

Dr. Charles Dupre

916 W. Main St., Ville Platte, La., 70586
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PIGEON BOOKS

THE BIRMINGHAM ROLLER PIGEON

By WM. H. PENSOM, 131 pages, 78 illustrations. Most com-
plete book on Rollers written by a fancier who knows. Tells how
to train, select breeders, etc. A ‘‘must” for every Roller breeder.
Paper bound. Size 6 x 9. $4.00 per copy.

THE BOOK OF THE PIGEON AND FOREIGN DOVES

By CARL A, NAETHER of the U. of So. Calif. A 256-page book
with 230 photographs of the American and European pigeons.
More than 70 different American and Foreign breeds described —
fancy, racing and utility. Size 5% x 8%. Cloth bound. New 1064
Revised Edition includes a complete section on Doves. Fifth
Edition. $6.95 per copy.

THE BOOK OF THE RACING PIGEON

By CARL A. NAETHER. 244 pages. Cloth bound. Size 5%z x 8%%.
TNlustrated with dozens of superb photos of winning Racers and
unique lofts. Reliable information on breeding, housing, training
feedimg, etc. Most complete book on Racing. $5.76 per copy.

CARING FOR AND TRAINING HOMING PIGEONS

By DR, T. FRANK DEVLIN. A 6l-page book in which Dr.
Devlin tells his method of caring for and training Homers responsible
for his many successes covering a period of 85 years, also plan
for pigeon loft designed by James H. Bell for U.S. Government.
$1.25 per copy.

DISEASES OF PIGEONS

By E. J. W. DIETZ. A 50-page book, well illustrated, des-
cribing the physiology of pigeons. It gives hygenic requirements,
diseases and treatment of resplratory. digestive, and nervous sys-
tem. It also describes constitutional diseases, parasites and sur-
gery. Paper bound. Size 6 x 8%. $1.75 per copy.

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF PIGEONS BREEDS

By WENDELL M. LEVI. 800 pages, 789 illustrations in natural
color from 27 countries, 41 pictures in black and white. Information
on each breed pictured in the book. A masterpiece in color. Should
be in every school and library. Size 5% x 8%. $30 per copy.

HOW TO RAISE PIGEONS

By EVERETT MILSTEAD. A 19-page booklet, telllng briefly
how to raise pigeons successfully, — the pigeon house, nest boxes, fly
pens, feeds and feeding. Ideal for the beginner. Paper bound. Size
4 x 9. 50c per copy.

INTERNATIONAL PIGEON STANDARD

Re-edited by GEO. F. TWOMBLY. 150 pages, with Standards for
98 breeds and 78 illustrations, 15th editlon, Latest composite Stand-
ards. Library edition. Solid cover, Size 6 x 914, $6 per copy.

KEEP YOUR PIGEONS FLYING

By DR. LEON F. WHITNEY. A 240-page book. Describes the
pigeon’s body and how 1t works, feeds and feeding, drugs and their
uses, how a bird catches di and treatr t. How to save sick
birds. Size 5% x 8. Cloth bound, $6 per copy.

LINE BREEDING FOR THE PIGEON FANCIER

By E. R. B. CHAPMAN. A 8l-page booklet telling how to
establish a strain by Linebreeding; and also how new varieties
gre formed, illustrated with two important line breeding chnrts.
In-breeding and out-breeding discussed. Size 5% x 7%. Paper bound.
$1.75 per copy.

LOFTS FOR RACING PIGEONS

By CHARLES HEITZMAN. 82 pages, 35 pictures of interior and
exterior of Racing Pigeon loft, also floor plans and drawings
showing arrangement and equipment in racing lofts. Very com-
plete and up-to-date. Revised edition, 3rd priniing. Size 6% x 10.
Paper bound. $1.00 per copy.

THE LONG FACE CLEAN LEG TUMBLER

By DR. G. L. CLARK of New Zealand. Second Edition, 115
pages, 71 illustrations. The most complete work on the Long Face
Clean Leg Tumbler, including discussion of standard and Judging.
Size 9% x 7. $5 per copy.

MAKING PIGEONS PAY

By WENDELL M. LEVIL 263 pages, 150 illustrations, 13 chap-
ters, 1968 Revised Edition. A practical manual on the selection
breeding, feeding and marketing of squabs. Just the book every
squab breeder needs. Written by a man of many years successfal
experiences. Size 5%2 x 8. $5.95 per copy.

MAKING SQUAB-RAISING PROFITABLE

By CARL NAETHER, 33 pages. 29 illustration. Paper bound.
§ize 5% x 9%. A practical guide for the beginner in the .squab
business, Discusses utility breeds, housing, feeding, marketing,
ete, $1.25 per copy.

YOUNG BIRD TRAINING METHODS

By CHHARLES HEITZMAN. 12 pages, 6 illustrations. Tells how
to train young Racing Pigeons. A great help for beginners as well
as oldtimers. Size 5 x 7%. Paper bound. 50c per copy.

NATIONAL STANDARD SQUAB BOOK

By ELMER C. RICE, 816 pages, 300 pictures. Tells in detail
how to raise pigeons as a business or hobby. Articles by hundreds
of breeders who have followed the instructions and won success.
Size 534 x 8. Cloth bound. $3.50 per copy.

NPA BOOK OF STANDARDS

1968 Edition, Present standards of over 30 popular breeds with
illustrated Ideal, as prepared by the Specialty Clubs sponsoring them.
Laminated cover. Size 8%z x 11, $4 per copy.

PIGEONS FOR PLEASURE AND PROFIT

By CHARLES FOY. A 64-page book with 62 illustrations. Es-
pecially written for the beginner. Tells how to start, breeds to
select, pigeon houses, fly pens, equipment. How to kill and dress
squabs for market. Size 7 x 10, Paper bound. $1.50 per copy.

THE PIGEON s 7

By WENDELL M. LEVI. Revised edition, A complete pigeon
encyclopedia. Size 9 x 1134, 12 chapters, 698 pages, 1127 illus-
trations. The most complete work of its kind on pigeons today
Answers thousands of qwestious on pigeons, all breeds and va-
rieties, diseases, feeding, breeding, etc. A complete reference book
for your library. Cloth bound. $25 per copy.

PIGEON RAISING

BOY SCOUT MERIT BADGE PAMPLET. A 39-page pamphlet
published by the Boy Scouts of America as part of their Merit Badge
Series. Written particularly for boys by Wendell M, Levi. 20 {llustra-
tions. Size 5%z x 8. 50c per copy.

RACING HOMER FACTS AND SECRETS

By LESLIE C. SWANSON. A 52-page guide for the breeding _aml
flying of Racing Homers. A complete text on breeding, feeding,
conditioning, line-breeding, how to fly young birds. Tells many of
the valuable secrets used by one championship pigeon fancieys in
grooming their birds. Size 6 x 9. Paper bound. $1 per copy.

RACING HOMER TOPICS

By LESLIE C. SWANSON, A 56-page book, How to feed mix-
tures; tidbit secret: winter feeding; young bird races; fast clooking;
control of lice; care of birds during moult; tonlcs; long distance
races; line breeding; record flights, and historical data. Size 6 x 9.
Paper bound. $1.00 per copy.

THE PAUL SION STRAIN

By CHAS, HEITZMAN. A new 7i2-page book, 225 illustrations.
Sixth edition, Tells all about the origin and development of the
Sion Strain of Racing Homers. Size 7 x 10, paper bound. $2 per copy.

ROLLERS AND ALL ABOUT THEM

By E. R. B. CHAPMAN, A 67-page book telling all about Rollers,
their origin and management, breeding, training, feehing, with
practical hints to beginners, Size § x T%%. $2.50 per copy.

THE STASSART STRAIN

By CHAS. HEITZMAN. A new 70-page book, prirted on heavy
enamel] paper with 145 illustrations. Tells all about the origim, his-
tory and development of the famous Stassart Strain of Racing
Homers, also the history of the Stassart Strain in the Heltzman
Loft. Size 7 x 10. Paper bound. $2 per copy.

TIME-FLYING TIPPLER PIGEON SPORT

By JOHN T. CURLEY. 72 pages, 20 illustrations. A textbook on
the history, performance, competition, training racing, and show-
ing of Flying Tipplers. Also rules for flying. blueprints for lofts
and accessories. YWritten by an authority who has ralsed Tipplers
since 1918. Cloth bound. Size 53 x 8%. $3.88 per copy.

THE WORKING HOMER

By J. A. WEBBER. Edited by C. E. TWOMBLY. A 71 page book
on training, feeding and handling of Homing Pigeons, Poiters for
beginners. Interesting chapter on Racing Homers for the show pen.
Standard for Working Homers, Size 5 x 7. $2.50 per copy.
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American Pigeon Journal Co., Warrenton, Mo. Gentlemen: Enclosed find $.......for which send me the following:

( ) The Birmingham Roller Pigeon ( ) Line Breeding for the Pigeon Fancler ( ) The Pigeon

( ) The Book of the Pigeon and Forelgn Doves( ) Lofis For eons ) eon Raising

( ) The Book of the Racing Pigeen ( ) The Long Face Clean Leg Tumbler ) Homer Facts and Secrels

( ) Caring For & Training Homing Pigeons ( ) Making Plgeons Pay ( ) Racing Homer Topics

( ) Diseases of Pigeons ) Making Squab-Ralsing Profitable ( ) The Paul Sion Strain

( ) Encyclopedia of Pigeon Breeds { ) Young Bird Training Methods () Rollers and Al About Theam

( ) How To Raise Pigeons ( ) National Siandard Squab Book ( ) The Stassart Strain

( ) International Pigeon Standard ( ) NPA Book of Standards ( ) Time-Flylng Tippler Pigeon Sport

( ) Keep Your Plgeons Flying ( ) Pigeons For Pleasure and FProfit ( ) The Working Hoemer
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American ;
Giant

Homers | The erry Cmeaux Lofts

Tirst plcture shows breeding pen and the second pen shows the young bird pen, with =
Nerry Comeaux standing iu foreground of both pictures.

The Best Qualitv At Reasonable Prices

My Birds Have Won Many Trophies, Cups and Ribbons
Also a Breeder of French Mondains

Nerry Comeaux

American Giant Homers |
Are Our Hobhy

_
KLANN

Karin Marianne Sigrid

834 Lincoln Court, Oconomowoc, Wis., 53066
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NEWS FROM HAWAII
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BY HENRY K. C. CHANG
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The racing season in the islands is
in full swing with the Racing Homer
clubs. Each race is anyone’s guess,
we depend on the weather on the
day of the race. Much doings among
the newcomers in the sport, some
strike it the first few times and others
are waiting for their turn to clock
that winner into “winner’s circle”.
Time will tell and if kept up one is
bound to win one of the races, with
ten races in each series a year. Strains
means nothing when it comes to
Hawaii’s overwater racing. It is the
individual bird itself.

I spoke with Randall Pace who is
building a new home out Kaneohe
way. He had about 80 Kings before
his lofts were mated up early in the
year. Randall had Champion King
with a blue little over a year ago.
Eddie Rowold had a number of White
Kings mated the last time I saw his
lofts. Luther Yam has a few pairs of
Kings mated. With the April showers
over and the merry month of May,
many young are on the floor and
many will be in the pot also. The good
ones will make the young bird show

in September. Fancy pigeons are Pou-
ters, Fantails, Modenas, a few Hel-
mets. Glad to see Cordell Chang back
home from the Mainland. He and Allan
Komatsu, along with Daryll Uyehara,
make things hard for the Modena
boys for they have nice ones.

The Maui breeders have gone out
of pigeons since there’s no great lead-
er to sponsor shows and Hilo where
the Orchid Island fanciers still have
some ?ood birds awaiting their leader
back from military service. It is the
shows in Honolulu that kept the sport
igoing. If there’s no shows our pigeons
are eating birds or will be. Like all
sports we have the fat and lean years
and in the islands seldom a sport lasts
as long as the Hawaii Pigeon Associa-
tion’s shows. Other livestock shows
had wildfire interest and a few years
Jater all gone to bits. Roller canaries,
orchid, fish, and other small stock
shows we have, the dog and pigeon
shows still going after 40 years. I
haven’'t seen a Red Carneau in our
shows for years. Pity for such a beau-
tiful breed. May the Fancy keep up
the deep interest with our pigeon
shows. Aloha!

St. Louis Pigeon Convention To Be An
Historic Event For American Fanciers
By SAM PEAVEY, President

National Pigeon Association, Louisville, Ky.

For the first time in history, a meet-
ing of all the pigeon organizations in
American is being planned. This histor-
ic affair will be held in St. Louis on
July 23-26, at the Chase-Park Plaza
Hotel. For years, pigeon fanciers have
recognized the need for better com-
munication and closer relationships
among the various organizations ser-
ving ‘the Pigeon Fancy.

A cordial invitation to attend is
wide open to individual fanciers and
clubs throughout the U.S. and ‘Canada.
Many are already making plans to
combine a trip to this convention with
a pleasant summer wvacation in this
beautiful part of the country. Every
pigeon organization is strongly urged
to make certain that it will be well
represented at this convention which
can mean so much to the future of
the Pigeon Fancy. We all share so
many common interests and problems
that we should be facing together.
This applies to all breeders of all the
breeds — racing, fancy, utility, and
sporting. Most of us need to broaden
our concern and appreciation for more
of the beautiful varieties of pigeons
which man has succeeded in develop-
ing in his partne rship with the
Creator.

Let us hope that this first American
Pigeon Fanciers Convention will be
the beginning of a wonderful new re-
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lationship among fanciers throughout
the 50 states and Canada. The Ameri-
can Pigeon Fanciers Council which has
shared in the planning of this event
could well become a permanent coun-
cil 'through which all pigeon organiza-
tions can work toward more unity of
purposes and programs. It could pro-
vide a means by which fanciers of all
sorts ‘can come to know and under-
stand each other more fully. Tt could
co-ordinate some standing committees
to serve and support the total Pigeon
Fancy. Many of us are hoping too that
the St. Louis Convention will set the
stage for an All-American Pigeon
Show and Convention for all organiza-
tions the following year.

Colored Bands In The Show

By I. W. METCALF, Xos Angeles, Callf,

I was interested in the article ap-
pearing in the March issue of the
American Pigeon Journal under the
heading “Don’t Allow Colored Bands
in the Show,” which was credited to
a gentleman in Los Angeles, in which
he refers to the use of colored bands
as issued by the National Pigeon
Association, suggests they be barred
from the Shows. First let me say I do
not agree with him for warious rea-
sons, chief among them being the fact
that he is inferring a lack of integrity
(if not downright dishonesty) on the
part of the appointed Judge. Most
large pigeon shows of the country
welcome birds wearing seamless bands
from all the nationally recognized

banding organizations. A few colored
seamless bands in a class do not iden-
tify the owners of the birds and are of
little consequence, particularly to the
man who doesn’t enter any birds.
From the tone of his article 1 get
the impression that the gentleman is
genuinely concerned. I don’t know
where he has shown his birds as I

. have looked through several past years

lists of exhibitors in the Los Angeles
Pigeon Club’s Pageant of Pigeons as
well as a couple of Nationals held in
this area and I fail to find his name
included anywhere. Neither do I find
him listed as a member of the Los
Angeles Pigeon Club. However, his
statements indicate that he is familiar
with all club show rules so I assume
he is a man of considerable experience
in the Pigeon Fancy. While I do use
colored N.P.A. Bands and like them, I
wouldn't attach too mch importance
to it if they were no longer available.
My main objective here is to get the
gentleman involved in the local Fancy
by his joining the Los Angeles Pigeon
Club and showing some of his birds in
the Pageant of Pigeons. In union there
is strength and by his participation
with our co-operation, he might be
albe to contribute something of con-
sequence.

The Eastern Jacobin Association
Bv JOHN F. FREIBURG, Pub. Dir.,
Freehold, N.J.

The combined meet that was held
January 9th-11th at Worthington,
Ohio has proven to be the greatest
single Jacobin Classic ever held. A
total of 446 Jacobins were shown by
43 exhibitors comprised of members
of the Eastern, Central, Pacific and
International Jacobin Clubs.

The meet provided the greatest dis-
play and the toughest competition
possible in the breeding and showing
of Jacobins. After reviewing the show
results, the Eastern Jacobin Associa-
tion can be very proud of their entry.
Complete list of awards may be se-
cured by writing Ken Walling, Sec.,
517-A Sunnyside Ave., Lincroft, N.J.,
07738.

Our Annual Meeting was also held
at Worthington, Ohio, on January
10th, 1970. Officers serving the club
this year, will again be President,
Reed Kinzer; Vice-President, Stan
Plona; Sec.-Treas., Ken Walling; Pub-
licity, John F. Freiburg.

Future show dates covering our
Young Bird and Winter Shows, to be
announced later.

American Show Flight Bronx
Association, Inc.
By MARTIN W. CAMELI Sec., Bronx. N.Y.

The American Show Flight Bronx
Association Inc. wishes to announce
its show dates for 1970.

Our young bird Show, which is a
lawn show is a closed all-variety show
for members only. This will be held
on Sunday, July 26, 1970. The old and
young all-variety open show will be
held on Saturday and Sunday, October
24 and 25, 1970. Both shows will be
at the Moose Hall, 640 East 216th
Street, Bronx, N.Y. On behalf of our
officers and members we wish every-
one a fine season in the Pigeon Fancy.

Advertise now for spring sales.

American Pigeon Journal
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s Medlca
5
:Q,I Tylan Soluble (tylosin)
£l The onmly truly effective drug for cronio
respiratory disease. It has cured ‘‘cronic
cough’” in birds that had been sick for six
O}l months, Must be given lor five days. Enough
] for 5 gallons $5; for 10 gallons $8.50; or
§1 enough for 50 gallons $32. “Tylan 200 in-
é" jectable $2 vial.

& Oyster Shell Tablets
For the older hen that is laying rough
Much better than just a oalcium

£ eggs.
§’1 tablet. Natural finely ground oyster shell in
coated tablet.

51100 tablets for ... $2.25
X Cod Liver Oil Capsules
5100 at ....... $1.50 500 at ........ $5.00

Good for youngsters Just in pinfeathers
EJ also good all around tonic.
Aureomycin Tablets 25 mgm
111 ——————

A maust for any plgeon fancler, Ideal dose
form for pigeon for any infectious disease.

5| Enheptin for Canker
;)'1 1 Oz.
2 Oz. ..

$1.00 postpaid
.. $1.75 postpaid
8 Oz, $3.50 postpaid
With directions for mixing with grit. Use

§'1 as directed and you can forget oanker
=y forever, .

& Sulmet — Liquid sulfa drug
Effeotive treatment for parathyphold and

gj cocoldiosis.
51 Small bottle $1.00

tions For Pigeons ==

Vitapo With Vi-Start
1-1 Ib, package
2-1 Ib. packages ....
5-1 Ib. packages ....................

Highly concentrated — Contains more
vitamin A and D than Cod Liver, plus Cal-
cium Pantothenate, Vitamin K, Niacin, Ribo-
flavin, Vitamin E Folio Acid Choline Bitar-
trate plas electroyltes, Goes a long way —
1 teaspoonful to 3 gallons of drinking water
so it goes a long way. Stimulates appetite
during stress of disease.

Terramycin Injectable
5% mgm/cc 50cc vial

$3.50

good stable antibfotle designed to be
injected. Ideal for reducing losses fally
in young birds.
Vapona Strips
1 SHP oo $ 2.25
2 strips .... $ 4.00
6 Strips ..., $10.50

The greatest thing that ever happened to
pigeons. One strip gills all insects in & 10 x
10 loft for three months. I am using these
now and feather and body lice are gome, So
simple. Mosquitoes and flys are dead too.
Birds are not bothered. Just hang strip ‘n
loft. Nothing meore to it.

Vionate L Pellets
Not a feed but a Vitamin Mineral pellet
that can be elther fed or given as individual

vitamin tablets.
1 Ib. $375 2 bs. ..... $7.25

LOOP PHARMACY

932 Marquette,

C. A. HETLAND, Manager

LA IR NN NSNS

Vitalizer I

Containe Streptomycin and penicillin plus
vitamins, Good treatment for respiratory P35
diseases, 50 gallon freatment $2.75. [
Wilson Respirafor .... $3.75 postpaid s
25 extra filters .75 postpaid (g

This respirator s an absolute must for [
use when ocleaning your loft, Get one before I.
the dust gets you. =
NF-180 Soluble (Nitrofurazone) @

165 GM. ....cccoceen. $1.50 postpaid [
330 Gm. .... $2.30 postpaid ks
660 Gm, .... $4.00 postpaid

K
E‘g
e
e

ke

1320 Gm, ................ $7.00 postpaid

Effeotive treatment for paratyphold and
coccldiosis. X have used it myself for two
vears regularly and found if safe and effec-
tive,

Nitrofurazone Tablets 10 mgm
100 tablets $3.00 postpaid

Small dosage tablets are small enough so
that you do not have to overdose your birds
In order to treat them for paratyphoid or
coccidiosis,

Gallimycin Soluble Powder L§

Enough to make 50 gallons of treated (]
solation. For respiratory diseases, also ts a [5
vreventative during times of stress, 50 gallon
treatment $4.50.

Wheat Germ Oil Capsules

100 af ........ $1.00 500 at ........
Great for puiting that final bloom on the
feathers.

I can supply many items not listed in
add Inoluding. Vitamin Injectlons, Terramy-
cin injection, and all the items necessary
to make injections. Inauiries welcome through
all drug items,

e

r‘:

e
:
e
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Minneapolis, Minn., 55402
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Regarding the Use of DDT
By ROBERT E. GULLEDGE, Jerseyville, Il

Wendell M. Levi’s “No ill effects
from the use of DDT” (American Pi-
geon Journal, March, 1970, page 172-
173) recalled a few references to the
toxicity of DDT. Look at the other
side of the coin, please.

1. When DDT gets into birds it acts
like a sex hormone. It changes the
ability of the bird to put calcium into
the shell with the result that the
shells are easily broken. (Dr. V. Elving
Anderson, Professor of Genetics, Uni-
versity of Minnesota),

2. The total number of pesticides
capable of producing cancers in vari-
ous organs and tissues of man and/or
animals is appreciable. (Dr. W. C.
Hueper, former director, National
Cancer Institute).

3. High leveis of pesticides have
been found in tissues of persons who
have died from liver diseases, cancer
and high blood pressure. These side
effects might not mean much to a
healthy person but might mean a lot
to a person who is ill. Pesticides con-
taining DDT chlordane and dieldrin
were especially singled out as agents
that could increase or modify the ef-
fectiveness of drugs. (Dr. William B.
Deichmann, a pharmacologist, Univer-
sity of Miami, address to )

4. Tests shows “clearly” that chlori-
nated hydrocarbons can cause tumors
in mice, If we find these chemicals
create problems in lower form, then
we must be extremely careful how we
gamble on their use in our environ-
ment. (Dr. James T. Grace, Director
of Roswell Parks Memorial Institute,
Boston, Mass.).
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5. Human cells have been exposed
in cell cultures to various chlorinated
hydrocarbons, including DDT. These
compounds proved toxic to the cells,
and induced progressive morphological
changes leading to cell destruction.
(Gablicks and Friedman, M.1Y., 1965).

6. There is reason to fear that some
chemicals (including pesticides) may
constitute as important a (mutagenic)
risk ‘as radiation, possibly a more
serious one. (Dr. James F. Crow, U. of
Wisconsin, Science and Citizens, June-
July, 1968).

7. As little as 0.6 to 6 parts per
billion (in the water) will kill or im-
mobilize a shrimp population in two
days. (Garden Journal, Fall, 68).

8. Experiments indicate that DDT
in very small concentrations can re-
duce growth and photosynthesis in
certain marine plankton. Such single-
celled algae are the indispensable base
of marine food chains, according to
Dr. Charles F. Wurster, Jr., of State
U of New York/Stony Brook. (Bio-
logical Conservation, January, 1969).

9. Persistent pesticides are being
added to the environment by the mil-
lions of pounds each year, The 1968
production of DDT was 103.5 million
pounds. Eighty-three million pounds
were exported. The total production
of all the other persistent chlorinated
hydrocarbon insecticides was 120 mil-
lion pounds, with 71 million pounds
exported. Toxaphene has replaced
DDT as the persistent insecticide now
most-used in the U.S. (West Michigan
Environmental Action Council).

The chlorinated hydrocarbons may
very well be “a time bomb that will
explode” and have a ‘“disastrous ef-

fect” on our children and grandchild-
ren. Who wants to gamble with their
lives — not me.

The Proper Needle For
Vaccine Injection
By MAJOR JOHN T. ERVIN, DVM. Okinawa

Reference American Pigeon Journal,
December 1969 issue, pages 666 and
667, article “Paratyphoid Vaccine In-
expensive Safeguard”.

It is important that you advise the
readers of this Journal that informa-
tion concerning instructions regard-
ing injection of birds be clarified. In
the quoted instructions by Dr. Ax-
worthy, Standard Laboratory, Read-
ing, Berks, England; he states a 1%”
16 gauge needle is to be used and
inserted at a depth of 1 inch into the
breast muscle.

A 16 guage needle by English
standards is not the same as those
used in the United States. In fact it
is so large that it is used to obtain
blood samples from large animals. It
should be readily apparent to those
who were to purchase a 16 guage
needle in the U.S. that it is quite large
and that its use in injecting a pigeon
would be hazardous and possibly
cause permanent damage to the breast
muscle in addition to excess loss of
blood of the bird.

I am informed by an English phy-
sician here on Okinawa that a 16
guage needle (English standards) is
equal to a 23 guage needle by U.S.
standards, approximately. Being a
Veterinarian myself, I would advise
the use of no larger needle than a
22 to 23 guage needle (U.S.) for best
results.
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Our Giant Homer Special

This month we present our readers with the American
Giant Homer Special — an issue which is a credit to the
breed and the many fine breeders who made it possible.

Robert 'S. Kremer of Plainfield, N.J. who served as
Co-Ordinator, did an excellent job 'in getting ‘the Giant
Homers to submit articles, pictures and advertising. Our
thanks to him and the many fine Giant Homer breeders
who made ‘this issue possible. It gives the American Giant
Homer 'the recognition it so justly deserves.

The next Special issue will be the big King Special
scheduled for November. King breeders are making plans
for a big issue on their breed.

Pigeon Fanciers Convention July 23-26

Plans are being completed for the American Pigeon
Fanciers Convention to be held at the Chase Park Plaza
Hotel in St. Louis, Mo., July 23 to July 26. Registration
will be Thursday evening, July 23. The registration fee for
the Convention is $15. This fee covers the cost of two
lunicheons, guest speakers, postage, miscellaneous expenses,
etc. Send your registration fee to James F. Conway, Chair-
man, 3923 W. Pine Blvd., St. Louis, Mo., 63108.

There have been some minor changes in the program
arrangements with Ralston Purina Company. Ralston Purina
will sponsor a dinner at Checkerboard Square, beginning
at approximately 6:00 p.m. Friday evening. There will be
no formal program other than & few words of welcome
from the company officials. Dick Kealy, the Purina re-
search nutritionist, who will probably participate in the
panel discussions, may have a few words to say also. Fol-
lowing dinner ‘there will be approximately 30 minutes of
entertainment by members of the Purina Farm show cast.

Tt was decided to invite visitors to attend the Purina
Research Farm on the Sunday afternoon between the hours
of 1 and 4, after the Convention closed. Ralston Purina is
making special arrangements to have tour guides on this
particular day. Participants intending to go to the farm
will be requested to sign up in advance so Ralston Purina
can get some fidea of the transportation needed and make
arrangements for buses. Possibly some will drive to the
farm in their own cars. Tours will also be available on
Thursday afternoon, the day of registration, for early ar-
rivals since we have no formal program on that afternoon.

All specialty clubs are invited to set up displays sup-
porting their breed. The St. Louis Metropolitan Pigeon
Fanciers Ass’n will set up eight exhibition holes for each
specialty club wishing to use them, and provide sufficient
booth space for the promotion of the breed. The specialty
clubs will be responsible for furnishing their exhibition
specimens, setting up their displays, and manning the
booths during the course of the <Convention when the
exhibition area is open to participants and public. Those
commercial organizations desiring booth space may re-
ceive similar accomodations at no cost. Specialty clubs are
encouraged to participate in this activity and to direct
their inquiries to Mr. Conway, the Chairman, at the above
address.

Panel discussions will be featured at the convenftion
with prominent pigeon fanciers in charge. It should be a
most worth while convention and one which will do much
for the pigeon fancier.

From the Editor's Desk

Mike Treanor, Sr. of Shreveport, La., wirites: “Con-
gratulations on your fine magazine, as it is looking better
and better every month.”
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William Hawkinson of El Monte, Calif., writes: “Con-
gratulations on the Pageant Special. Was pleased to see
myself in a group picture of Frillback fanciers and four
of my birds pictured as Champions.”

Dennis Roberts of Greenfield, Wis., writes: “The
Trumpeter Special was excellent, a fine job of co-operation®
hetween the English and Bokhara breeders. Am hoping
we can have another Tumbler Special before too long.
Several have mentioned it and I hope it can be done.”

Gary A. Severe of Norwalk, Calif., writes: “It was a
great pleasure to meet you at the Pageant this past No-
vember. You did a great job on the Special Pageant issue
and everyone connected with this publication and the
show deserves a big Thank You.”

We recently learned of the sudden passing of Joseph
Meier of Moorestown, N.J. He had many friends in the
Fancy, having bred Racing Homers years ago and later
Hungarians and Modenas. He was a retired police officer
of Newark, N.J. but later moved to Moorestown, N.J.

Frank Mosca of Upland, Calif., writes: “T especially
enjoy the articles by George Drake of England and Cortus
Koehler of California, so much so that my mailman thinks
I'm crazy. I stand out by the mail box about a week before
my next issue is due and drool a lot.”

Martin P. H. Van Esch of Udenhout, Holland, writes:
“I want to commend you on your very excellent issues
of your magazine, especially the April 1969 Oriental Frill
issue. 'm breeding Oriental Frills and am a member of
the American Oriental Frill Club, maybe the only one on
the continent.”

R. K. Wagner of Forsyth, Mont., writes: “Have had
considerable correspondence and conversation with the
fanciers in the Northwest area. Believe me, they are going
to stage a bang-up National Show next January. Even
our Canadian friends in the Vancouver area have come up
with a sizeable cash donation and promises of active sup-
port and participation.”

J. W. Sieverling of Irving, Texas, died Wednesday,
April 8th, according to a newspaper clipping received from
Fred Langridge |of Fort Worth, Texas. Mr. Sieverling
formerly owned and operated the Oak Wood Sguab Farm.
and was ‘a regular attendand at pigeon shows. He was 75
vears old. He is survived by his wife and a brother Paul A.
Sieverling of Dunedin, Fla.

Joseph R. Phillips of Hobart, Ind., writes: “I want
to help in making the Giant Homer Special a rewarding
success to those of us who raise Giant Homers, and also
to the APJ for publishing it. Mr. Hollmann is publishing
a wonderful magazine for our wonderful hobby of pigeons
and it will remain in high esteem if we continue to send
him articles that are of interest to both the novice as well
as the experienced breeder.”

The sudden death of Jack Turner of Pittsburg, Kans.
will be a shock to the entire Pigeon Fancy. This informa-
tion was received iin the telephone call from Al Westling
of Topeka, Kans., just as we were ready to print the last
pages of this issue. Jack Turner died apparently as the
result of a heart attack while mixing feed for his pigeons
on Saturdav, May 9th. Funeral was held Tuesday, May 12,
with two of the pallbearers being pigeon fanciers, namely
Al Westling and Robert Kirk of Pittsburg, Kans.
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A Note Of Appreciation i

We, in the American Giant Homer Association,
appreciate this opportunity to bring before the pigeon
fancy this Special Edition on the American Giant Homer.

No breed of pigeon has ever developed so swiftly
and gained such success and prominence as the Giant
Homer. In a few short years we have seen it developed
from an American Creation into a beautifully headed
bird with a compact body. Quite a few of the speci-
mens of the breed shown at the National Pigeon Asso-
ciation’s Annual Show in St. Paul, Minnesota, in
January approached the Standard of Perfection.

The success of the breed can only be measured by
the successes of the breeders. We are fortunate to have
in the Association many outstanding breeders who not
only are willing and able to develop ‘the breed in the
known patterns and colors but are striving to develop
it in the rare colors as well.

We want to thank Frank H. Hollmann for this
wonderful opportunity to put information on our
breed in front of all pigeon fanciers both young and
old. His co-operation has been most helpful and we

are indebted to him for his efforts to help the entire
pigeon fancy.

T want to personally thank all the members who
sent in anticles, photos and ads. Without ‘their help
this Special Issue on the American Giant Homer would
not 'have been possible.

Bob Kremer
Co-Ordinator Giant Homer Special

cececcesccavececrmcene

o

Ron Costa of Metairie, La., writes: “Although not
Trumpeter fancier, the Special was excellent reading.”

William H. Kiel of Brenham, Texas, died suddenly as
a result of a heart attack on December 31. He was a
prominent breeder of French Mondains. He was about 76
years of age.

Tom Barnhart of Tiffin, Ohio, who served as the
judge at the District Meet of the German Beauty Homer
Club at 'the Fremont, Ohio, show, tells us that Vic Bernard
of Columbus, 'Ohio won the Champion German Beauty
Homer with an ash red bar old cock, and not Paul Steiden,
as was reported in the article on page 307 of the May
1ssue.

Dr. Sam Peavey of Louisville, Ky.. President of the
NPA, writes: “I appreciated very much the April issue.
Yes, it is thrilling to see what youthful vigor and outlook
can do. The Trumpeter Special is a real tribute to an ex-
citing and dedicated group of fanciers. We should all be
very proud of them. I know we are. I still think ‘the old-
timers ‘are wonderful guys, but I am sure we all want to
move these younger fanciers into positions of leadership in
NPA just as fast as we possibly can. Let’s let them know
how much we welcome and appreciate their ideas and
efforts as exemplified in the beautiful Trumpeter Special.
They are a credit to the Pigeon Fancy.”

Earnie ‘Sumerall of Tulsa, Okla., Sec.-Treas. of the
English Trumpeter Club of America, writes: “On behalf
of ithe English Trumpeter Club of America I would like
to congratulate you on putting out such a fine magazine as
the April Trumpeter Special. Never have we got so much
response to our club and breed since the April Special was
sent out. Letters have been flowing across my desk con-
tinuously asking for more information about the English
Trumpeter Club of America. As our club and breed is
growing steadily to one of the top breeds and organization's
in the U.S.A. and Canada, I know your fine work in
publicizing the English Trumpeter will long be remembered.”

AMERICAN PIGECN JOURNAL Is published monthly by Amer-
fcan Pigeon Journal Co,, Warrenton, Mo. Pntered as second class
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A Loft For Giant Homers

This 8 x 18 foot loft is divided inio a 4 by 8 foot feed room, n 6 by 8 foot young Dbird
pen, and an 8 by 8 foot breeding pen. The overhanging roof allows winter sun to enter and
shades the entire front in summer with plenty of ventilation directly under it. Awning type
windows prevent rain from blowing into loft. A 2% by 12 foot sun porch doubles as exhibi-
tion cage and makes birds easily accessible. The Ioft was built by Gerald E. Hobbs, Fort

Madison, Yowa, for his American Giant Homers.

Breeding Tips on American Giant Homers

By GERALD E. HOBBS, Fort Madison, lowa

How can I raise that bird that will
be first in his class or wonder of
wonders, champion of the show? That
is the question asked by many begin-
ners and pondered by some of us that
have been at it a few years. Well,
the answers are, a little knowledge,
money, labor and luck. Take away
any of the first three and you prob-
ably won’t have much of the last, so
let’s dwell on them.

The first thing to learn is the
Standard, not just the words, or
points, or disqualifications, but the
image, feel and even skeleton of it.
Know in your mind’s eye what that
bird of balance and beauty looks like.
I went through a lot of apparently
wasted effort a couple of years ago
in drawing the three views of the
standard. They weren’t adopted but
the time wasn’t wasted either. T learn-
ed more from trying to put that down
on paper than I will from reading
and looking at the Standard a hun-
dred times. There are other ways of
learning the Standard too, such as
listening to the judge and handling
the birds as someone explains the
feel of the body. Try to judge a small
show, often a painful but quick way.
Try making a wood carving or clay
model of the model. Visit the lofts of
well known breeders in your area and
ask a lot of questions. Their knowl-
edge isn’t necessarily yours but if
you put it to work and it gives you
results, it is yours. See what they
mean by long keel and deep body
and get that hard, satin, well muscled
feel in your hand and imprinted in-
delibly upon your mind. See those
big handsome heads from all angles
and feel the bone in the head and jaw.
Make a gauge out of your hand for
measuring girth, depths and lengths.
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Another  area of knowledge that
will give you a tremendous advantage
is genetics. The book “The Pigeon”
has a good chapter that is passed over
by a lot of breeders as being hog-
wash or a bunch of complicated theo-
ries. A knowledge of genetics will
help you to breed the colors you want,
determine the sex of squabs, eliminate
undesirable characteristics, know the
odds of raising specific colors from
a pair of birds and open up a whole
new field of interest in raising pi-
geons. We have many knowledgeable
men on genetics in Glant Homers that
will expound elsewhere in this publi-
cation on the facts of color inherit-
ance. Several of our disqualifications
are purely recessive such as pearl
eyes, feathered feet, crests and when
two such parents show the same re-
cessive characteristics you can expect
all the young ones to show it. When
only one parent shows it and the
other carries it hidden one half the
youngsters will show it and the other
one half will carry it hidden. When
two of these youngsters carry the
trait hidden are mated, one quarter
will show it, one half carry it hidden,
and only one quarfer will be geneti-
cally free of it. If one parent carries
it hidden and the other is free of it
then one half will be free of it and
one half carry it hidden, but none will
show fit. So you can see why it is
deterimental to wuse birds showing
these recessive faults, Of course if
you want to perpetuate a recessive
trait that is desirable, these same
percentages work to your advantage.

Money is not as impontant as the
other two factors but it is vital as to
when, where and how to invest it.
A beginner shouldn’t buy a whole
loft of high priced birds and expect

to go out and win it all. First get
some moderate priced but good quali-
ty and prolific birds. Learn their
habits, how to recognize and treat
specific diseases, how to mate to
correct different faults and which
faults are the hardest to correct. It
is a test period also to see that your
loft is dry and free of rats and mice
and what type nests and pen arrange-
ments work best. Many beginners
throw good money (and birds) away
by loss to disease, varmits or ignor-
ance of the basics. Now you are ready
to start your show line. Prices alone
don't make quality, but don’t ex-
pect to get the good ones for what
you paid for your first. Consider the
amount of time, -culling, showing.
traveling, studying and upgrading of
the breeder represented, for which
you are only paying cash. Tn terms
of feed alone for birds you raise, you
are paying about $6.50 a pair per year
to raise their squabs just to weaning
age, and probably another $1.50 to
raise each prospect kept to six months
of age. So if you raise just one good
bird out of a pair and eight culls,
that one bird represents 9 x $1.25
plus $6.50 equals $17.75 investment.
It doesn’t make sense ‘to try ‘to buy
good stock birds at $10 a pair or try
to raise them out of your old strain
which will only produce one out of
nine good show birds. Don’t buy your
birds from old Joe Blow just because
he lives close and really sounds like
he knows what he is talking about or
Dealer Dan that has a big spread of
advertising but you never see his
name in the show reports. Now join
vour American Giant Homer Associa-
tion, if you ‘haven’t already, and
check the show reports given in their
bulletins.

_if you feel you cant afford birds
from the old pro that places at the
top, even though later you may find
you couldn’t have afforded not to,
check over the guys that are finishing
in the upper half but seldom at the
bottom. He may not sell you his win-
ners, in fact, if he expects to stay in
the game, he won’t even set a price on
them but you can probably buy birds
that are very closely related to the
winners and carry the gene pool, but
just need a little balancing. Ask his
advice on how to make them and
nave a go at it. Don’t make the mis-
take of thinking “now, here is where
I can really improve that old strain.”
Forget that. Chances are all you will
do is drag the new one down. If that
pair satisfies you, go back for more
and work the young ones into each
other, not your old strain, because by
now you should have decided to get
rid of them. If you haven't, maybe
you should be looking around for an-
cther strain of birds from a different
breeder. Often breeders with the
snow winners have newly acquired
them and won’t sell birds but highly
praise the birds and the supplier.
You should then go to the headwaters
and get your show stock.

Some things to watch in buying
stock birds that are difficult to over-
come are tall rangy birds. These will
show a long thin neck, long thin head
and long tarsal bone, Shortness is the
keynote here. Pick that bone with
short height to the hock and plenty
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cf thickness. The hind toes on some
short birds are often abnormally
short, a subtle thing to be sure but
a good indicator. Feel the bone be-
hind the wattle, if it dips between the
wattle and eye in width or height, it
isn’t the head it appears to be and
may not reproduce good heads. Get
the bird with a good frame, ie. a long
deep keel, funnel shaped rump, no
hinge in the tail and good width in
the breast. Avoid the thin, sharp
keeled birds. A lot is written on con-
dition but if you notice, some are
almost always padded in the same
ioft as the bony ones. Pigeons and
people are alike in the respect that
some have a natural tendency to be
thin, some athletic and some obese
and it runs in the family. Diet and
work makes some difference but not
as much as it could if they have the
desired genetic make-up. Be -careful
of the bird whose throat goes back
as far as the center of the eye.

Assuming they have no common
faults, mate your best two old birds
together. Research shows two old
birds will average about nine youn
a season and an old bird x young bird,
cither sex, about seven young and
two young birds together about three.
Consider these as ratios and adjust
to the length of the season and prolif-
icness of your strain.

Invest In the best feed, grit and
medicine available but don't over
inedicate. Usually individual isolation
and treatment will do better and often
Jess harm than flock treatment if you
are observant to catch it in time.

Keep your loft clean but wear a
mask when cleaning it. The dust may
be bad for your lungs and can cause
an aliergy. Don’t go overboard on
cleaning out the nests. Let the drop-
pings accumulate into a bowl shape
and when they get too full, pick out
just the center and put in fresh straw.
This will prevent a lot of crooked
keels.

Get a good record book to list the
pairs, ancestors, when eggs were laid,
squabs hatched and general descrip-
tion of the old birds and youngsters.
As time goes on you will learn the
value of records and you will want
to make these more detailed but wish
you had from the start. Don't try to
keep the records in your head or they
will get lost especially in the years
to come. Records can be reviewed to
check production of the pair, allowing
for age as mentioned previously, and
the quality of the young to see if they
measure up. Don’t leave those pairs
mated together too long. Three or
four clutches are enough,

You say you don’t want to break
them up because they really “nick”?
How many more can you use than
six or seven out of one pair for next
year's matings? Besides, after the
first part of the year, the later hatch-
&d youngsters would be too young to
show and this period gives you an op-
portunity to test each individual
parent as to its own strengths and

-weaknesses. Who knows, one of them

may produce even stronger birds with
a different mate, indicating the cor-
nerstone of your building program.
These types of matings will give you
closely related youngsters to work
together, if youngsters out of the
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An Outstanding American Giant Homer

This Ash Red Check Giant Homer Cock is the father of the 1969 and 1970 National Show
winners. Bred by E. M. Blaine, Dallas Center, Iowa, now owned by Ray Greene, Cedar Rapids, Ia.

three matings appear right for one
another. Remating seems to renew
the ardor and drive of pairs to make
them more Ig’roli‘rfic and you learn
much more about the hidden factors
of the individual bird by frequent re-
matings. I had one outstanding cock
mated on five different hens last year,
producing handsome birds with each
hen. Imagine the potential of a bird
used in this switching, and this old
Casanova proved he truly is a cham-
pion. ’

Work also at showing your birds as
to selecting and preparing. Pick those
feathers off their toes and shanks,

bathe them, (add a little Lux soap
flakes) train them for the show pen,
build adequate shipping crates and
get them in condition,

Don’t be stingy, spread your hobby
and Giant Homers around a little. Get
anyone you can, young or old inter-
ested. Invite them to your loft, visit
theirs, help them with their matings,
even provide the birds if necessary.
The hours of companionsh'i}g and the
competition are worth the effort. Yes,
competition, because competition is
your asset, It will keep you on your
toes, extend yourself and force fyou
to improve your stock. You will find
the effort worth while.

The Squab Production Phase of Giant Homers

By IRVIN T. GOSS, Venice, Fla.

Health is the most important asset
for squab production. It definitely
takes healthy, strong hard-working
birds to produce profitably over a
period of years. I have worked with
most all of the utility breeds and a
number of strains of Racing Homers
and as expected I found the Racing
Homers to be healthy, strong, fast-
working birds and much the best in
fertility, hatchability and livability.
But because of the size and skin color
of the squabs, Racing Homers are not
satisfactory on a commercial squab
fanm.

In the Utility Breeds, I found the
American Giant Homers to be fast,
hard-working birds that produce
squabs with good full breasts that
weigh 10 to 15 pounds to the dozen.
Giant Homers excel in health and
breed profitably for a number of
years, which, no doubt, is due to the
fact that Racing Homers were used
extensively in Giant Homer make-up
and are still used when new blood is

needed.

It is very true Ithat in the early
years of Giant Homers, they did pro-
duce some dark-skinned squabs be-
cause most of the birds were of the
Intense Phases in Ash-red and Blue-
black. But with the introduction of
“faded”, “Smoky,” and “Reduced”,
very good skin color can be produced
in all phases.

“Faded” is the simplest to introduce
into a stud of birds because it is
Dominant and Sex-linked to the pri-
mary colors, both traits being admir-
able in that they combine to present
self-sexing and excellent skin color.

“Reduced” is sex-linked and a re-
cessive factor and can be used suc-
cessfully in any color. Browns of the
Intense Phase, Whites and Reds mask-
ing the Intense Phases of Ash-red and
Blue-blacks are good strong, healthy
producers of good skin color in
squabs. .

Birds of the Dilute Phases, it is

(Continued on page 357.)
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Grand Champion American Giant Homer

=T

This White (‘ock. Band No. 77, was the Grand Champion Giant Homer at the Seventh

District Meet of the AGHA held at Fresno, Calif. in 1964

. Tt was also the Best White and

Best Young Cock at the National Show held at Dallas, Texas in 1965. — Bred by Amos E,

Hodson. Los Alamitos, Calil.

Reminiscing About Giant Homers

By AMOS E. HODSON, Los Alamitos, Calif.

By 'the time I was a sophomore in
high school, in a small town in Iowa,
T had several years of pigeon experi-
ence behind me. I had caught my
share of barn pigeons, settled them
at my home and enjoyed their free
flight, especially in the Springtime.
Later switched to squabbing type
Swiss Mondaines, squabbing Kings,
and second grade show Carneaux, it
was spelled with an x in those days.
Then a fortunate experience, I met Ed
Ryan and became introduced to Giant
Homers. Ed ran a local squab ranch
and kept many breeds of pigeons. He
had rose-wing Carneaux, Mondaines,
Kings, and his favorite the American
Giant Homer. His stock was obtained
from Keene, Fowler and “Hap.” Beat-
tie. Recently, ‘“Hap.” has again taken
up the breed I understand. We used
to correspond often.

It was 1937 and my interest switch-
ed to Giant Homers. About this time
I read in the APJ that Arthur Barnes
of Auburn, Illinois was selling his
stud of Giants. I wrote him and re-
ceived four pairs. There was a blue
check splash, bred by Irvin Goss,
that was one-half Show Racer. There
was a silver check cock and a silver
bar hen that were in the New Jersey
Squab Breeding Contest. Another pair
was a blue bar cock and a brown
check hen, and a terrific silver check
hen, I recall. The price was $4.50 a
nair and they were really nice birds
and bred nice youngsters. 1 didn’t
know what it was to buy feed, so the
birds got whatever the railroad cars
had that week. Sometimes they had
mothing but soy beans for weeks, but
they prospered.

Tn 1940 T came to California and left
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the birds behind. In 1952, after the
war, I married and settled in Long
Beach. Barlow, Fisher, Goss, Wenck
and Gibson were the big guns at this
time. I put white Giant Homers from
J. D. Jacks in the backyard before I
planted grass. In no time I found out
about the Pageant of Pigeons and
attended my first show. My mouth
watered when I saw Giants shown by
Tony -Anthony and Jack Rollins. I
didn’t know it was possible to breed
a Giant with an elevated tail, as
shown in the Ideal, until T saw these
birds at the Pageant. In a short time
I had three pairs of birds from Jack
Roilins, and a few birds from Barlow,

Goss, and Wenck. Later, I showed

some of their offspring at the Pomona
Fair. After this show, Joe Frazier
visited ‘me and he became interested
in colored Giants. He had bred whites
up to then. Then in rapid order Wylie
McCrary and Earl Deal came by. In

a short time the Western Giant Homer

Club evolved.

About this time Ed Blaine, a super
Giant breeder, moved to Tucson,
Arizona. This was about 1954. Deal,
Frazier, McCrary and I visited Ed and
returned with some excellent breed-
ing stock. Deal and Frazier made
many return trips to Ed’s to pick up
his excess. Now our local club really
flourished. There must have been
nearly thirty local breeders, in and
around Los Angeles. Names such as
Rich, Duke, Fentriss, Labarre, Lackey,
East, Haas, Ingraham, 'Walters, Rin-
den, Duncan, Brown Whetmore, just
to name a few. As time went on the
expertise of Frazier and Hodson rack-
ed up too many winners. Occasionally,
Gaona, Yslas, McCrary, Deal, Fentriss
or Whetmore would counter, but the
heavy blows were being landed by
Frazier or Hodson. Gradually, dis-
heantened, most of the local breeders
sunk into oblivion. As Truman said,
“they couldn’t stand the heat so they
got out of the kitchen.”

To be fair it must also be said that
some left the Giant ranks for other
reasons and could have been success-
ful breeders if they had persevered.
Local game being scarce, Frazier
treked to the Nationals to seek his
prey and was immediately successful
in taking top honors. Later Hodson
followed suit with the same results.
About this time, a period from mid-
50’s to mid-60’s Frazier was strong in
solids and Hodson in whites. In the
mid 60’s Frazier started to spend more
time with Kings and lost some inter-
est, but is more active now.

In 1968 I sold my stud to devote
more time to Show Racers. Fred
Langridge has been loyal to Giants
for many years and has bred many
good birds lately. Other breeders
whose stars are shining are Greene,
Frye, Hobbs, Brooks, Williamson,
Wagner, Grulke, Klann McKenzie,
efc., but no breeder is dominating the
shows today in depth. Perhaps, it is
time for one of these stars to out-
shine the rest. Which one will it be?

Priority of Characteristics of Show Type Giant Homers

By AMOS E. HODSON, Los Alamitos, Calif.

This breed is a utility pigeon, so
it is natural that the body should
carry first priority. This is also con-
sistent with the points allowed by the
Standard. When we speak of body we
are not necessarily referring to body
size, but rather conformation of the
body. Naturally, the name of the
breed suggests a large pigeon and we
do want size in the breed. You will
find, however, that bigness is one of
the easiest «characteristics to acquire.
Now, let’s talk about body conforma-
tion. We desire width of 'breast, a
long, deep and straight keel, coupled
with a narrow rump and a whipped,
one feather, tail. When a bird is held
in the hand it should feel wide, deep,
short and with a good wedge from

shoulders to tail.

Now, that most of our birds have .

nearly the correct feel we must select
for station. Start eliminating birds
that hold their tails too low, birds
whose backs are not straight, and
birds without proper thickness of
bone and with legs close together.
Pay attention to correct leg setting
and leg angle. Our birds are now
starting to look and feel like the
Standard and we are starting to win
in the shows.

Next we must move to the head
and neck. We are looking for a Hom-
er type head on this breed. Select
birds with a profile showing an un-
broken sweep from tip of beak to
the back of the head. A bad fault
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is a dip or stop right behind the wat-
tle. Select for good width between
the eyes. The neck should be thick
and stout to blend the head and neck
together.

At present, many of the top show
birds have better heads than the
Standard, The Show Racer has been
used to cross into the American
Giant Homer to improve head, neck
and eye color. I personally know that
the top brezders have done this cross-
ing for more than thirty years and I
used the Show Racer in the mid-
fifties.

It is now time to pay attention to
the fine points and good back cover
is one of the most important. Poor
back cover in my experience is very
dominate and therefore 1 hate to see
a bird with very poor cover go high
at a show. Continue to select for good
eye color, hard tight feather, and
docility and the trophies are bound
o come your way.

Giant Homers An Average
Man’s Breed

By E. C. WENCK, Oconomowoe, Wis.

T started with Giant Homers back
in the depression days of 1931. The
birds were big, strong and fast pro-
ducers, also hearty eaters. I had trou-
ble keeping feed in the barn, but they
really kept squabs on the table. That’s
when they started calling me “Tub-
by”! Through the years the Giants
have been very good to me and have
bought me two new Chevys. T have
sold all over these United States and
I have always given good value. These
Giants have brought me “repeat
sales”. When 1 took over the job of
Secretary of the Association (a job
which I held for many years) T cor-
responded with many of the oldtime
breeders. Some of them are gone now
and some of them no longer have
Giants, but they all continue to show
interest in the breed and the Asso-
ciation. (Those who are still around
do, anyway.)

You must remember that the Giant
Homer is an average man’s breed. No
fancy frills or high prices, but a good

3}

Grand Champion at Dallas National

Tt

This A.0.C. American Giant Homer Cock, Band No. 3012, was the Grand Champion at
National Show held at Dallas, Texas, in 1965. Also Best 0ld Cock at the Natiomal Show leld
at Costa Mesa, Calif. in 1966: Best A.0.C. Old Cock at the National Show held ot Milwaukee,
Wis. in 1967, Picture was taken when the bird was in the moult. — Bred by Amos E. Hodson,

Los Alamitos, Calif.

all-American breed with plenty of
colors and a tremendous body to
strain the eye of a novice or an old-
timer. Alll the breed needs nowadays
is for everyone to get behind it and
push it to the top. Too many of us
leave the work and the shouting to
the other guy. We should all get on
the Giant Homer Bandwagon. I have
really enjoyed myself over the years,
making the various district and Na-
tional Shows. I hope to continue to
do so as long as I can.

A.0.C. Inflation in American Giant Homers

By W. F. HOLLANDER, Ames, lowa

Starting as a squabbing breed, the
American Giant Homer was bred
mostly in ordinary colors, with em-
phasis on light skin. White, red, yel-
low, silver, dun, and some blues, that
was the typical run. The first real in-
novation came about 1943, when
George Stearns introduced his “Dual-
colored” (auto-sexing) strain. For
some years this was quite popular,
and probably some of them still are
being bred, but the squab business
was dying for other reasons, Mean-
while the emphasis shifted to the
showroom, and Stearns’ long-feather-
ed squabbers gave way to more and
more cobby type.

But the color virus had struck the

" Giant Homer and the boys were no
longer leery of something new. They
had learned that a color from Tum-
blers could actually be transferred to

Giant Homer with no other Tumbler
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traits at all. New colors were in the
news, Levi’'s new book had whetted
the color appetite. Here was a slice
of the spice of life! Of course there
were conservative old-timers who
didn’t approve of crossing, but even
they had to admit that the American
Giant Homer had been originated
from crosses, so how could that be
bad? And as a young and frisky new-
comer, the breed was dominated by
intrepid pioneers. Ringleaders such as
Carl Graefe, B. Petersen, Irvin Goss,
Gerhard Hasz, and Ed Blaine talked
colors up and threw around such
technicals terms as homozygous and
sex-linked until everybody got used
to it.

So here came the new colors to
the shows. But there wasn’t any
class for Andalusian Blues or for
Dominant Opals or for :‘Almonds, the
good old white, red, yellow, silver,

dun, blue, black system still covered
most entries. Sorry Irv, your birds
just gotta go in A.O.C. They are still
rare colors. Well, that was a heck of
a note — A.0.C.

For a while the boys tried to have
a “rare color” class, but judging it
was a problem — should the prize go
to the rarest or the prettiest? And
who knew which was which? So back
to A.0.C. But such discouragements
don’t stop a dyed-in-the-wool color
nut. New colors still kept blossoming
out — especially pastel shades based
on Carl Graefe's “reduced” factor. It
was obvious to anyone that a winner
for type could be out of this world
for color.

Some new recruits to the Giant
Homer Fancy liked the colors but the
mysteries of controlling them were
frightening. The poor novice got cold
feet when told that this here beauti-
ful bird was reduced ash-red grizzle
dominant opal T pattern. Might as
well tell him beryllium hydroxy apa-
tite carborundum. Or A.O.C. Well, if
curiosity gets the upper hand, I may
get a letter asking how to breed for
example “ivory” or “pearl pink” or
“mauve gray”, etc. But I don’t even
know what they are, after years of
kibitzing in this game. Maybe if Mr.
Novice sends ‘me some sample feath-
ers I can figure what he has; also
feathers from the bird’s parents give
more clues. Almost always I recom-
mend a breeding test with the old
reliable standard of reference, blue
bar (wild color). Back and forth go
the feather samples in the mail till
diagnosis is accomplished. Sometimes

(Continued on page 357.)
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Breeding Recessive Reds and Yellows

By GERALD E. HOBB

e

HOMER

RECESSIVE RED GIANT
Recessive Red Giant Homer Hen, mother
to 1522, 1524 and 1511 black check best young
hen at the 1969 National Show. Good head,
muzzle, neck, wings and breast. Poor beak
but was O.K. on the youngsters. — Photo
from Gerald E. Hobbs, Fort Madison, Xowa.

A few experiences with red and
yellow Giant Homers might help some
of the younger breeders who wish to
work on these colors, and they do
need a lot of work, even though they
are bred in good numbers and are
attractive. Probably the reason they
are inferior to some of the other
colors is that we concentrate too
much on color and not enough on
type. Also recessive reds and yellows
in Show Racers were not available in
the formation of Giant Homers of
these colors.

The best results are often obtained
in a roundabout way. A red or yellow
is mated with a good show specimen
of Giant Homer of some other solid
color. The best young of this mating
is then mated onto red and yellow
again. You will probably get no reds
or yellows on the first mating and
only about half on the second mating,
but these reds and yellows mated to
red or yellow won’t throw any other
color.

It is best not to be concerned with
clear color at first but to get good

NATIONAL SHOW WINNER

This Recessive Red American Giant Homer,
Band No, 1524-69, was the Best Young Giant
Homer at the 1970 St. Paul National Show. A
son of Cock No. 4004, — DBred and owned
by Gerald E. Hobbs, Fort Madison, Towa.
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S, Fort Madison, lowa

show type. One of the main problems
in these colors is length, too much
everywhere! Tails, necks, legs, and
beaks need to be shortened on most
strains, including mine, before much
success can be had in the showrooms.
Light eyes seem to be a frequent fault
to avoid. Once there, it comes popping
out sooner or later.

Once you have gotten type, the
most natural desire is to improve
color. Even though there are no points
on color, few judges can disregard it
when placing the reds and yellows.

For good color some will say,
“Never use any other color on reds
and yellows.” I say this is bunk!
Others will say, “Don’t breed red x
red or yellow x yellow over several
generations.” This is bunk, too!

If you are careful in the first place
when you mate to a solid that has a
rich sheen, not only on his breast
but on the back and coverts, you
should get even better-colored reds
and yellows eventually. This irides-
cence may be transmitted from one
color to another. It is sometimes ac-
companied by grease quills along the
sides near the tail and under the fluff
of a bird. These have an oily, yellow
quill in which the feather never fans
out. The sheen is found mostly in
blacks, which have proved the best
for me. But you may find it in duns,

browns and Indigo. We have never
thad much luck in using bars and
checks as patterns give us problems,
but this doesn’t say it can’t be done.

Some of our best colored reds are
from reds x reds for several genera-
tions. So many that they contain no

dilution, and when the cocks are bred.
to yellow hens they produce only red"

cockls and hens. This richness of
color seems to be a recessive trait, so
when two rich reds or yellows are
bred together they stay a good color
which is a point in your favor. How-
ever, a yellow x yellow for several
generations does seem to have some
inherent weakness for livability con-
nected with dilution.

Now a red x yellow mating is not
a bad one, in fact it is a good one if
the parents are both a good color.
Some do not understand what shade
of color is desirable, particularly in
yellow. The red should be a deep
wine color, unblemished anywhere.
The yellow should be a deep apricot
color not pale. These colors should
carry through under the wings and as
far down on each feather as possible.
They are often accompanied with a
very pleasurable slick satin feeling
when handling the bird. The blemishes
are smoky-looking and occur on back
and tail and called smut.

If any of you young fellows are
looking for a challenge, you will find
it in trying to improve recessive reds
and yellows, plus a lot of satisfaction,
too.

Early Components of our Present Day Giant Homer

By J. J. KEIFER, Louisville, Ky.

I will attempt to relate in this
limited space a brief history in ac-
cordance with my experience as a
breeder and judge and of my associa-
tion with my friend Dr. R. W. Keene
of O'Bannon, Kentucky, now deceased,
and my several acquaintances, with
my friend W. P. Gray of Darien,
Connecticut, now also deceased.

These two outstanding names I
believe many of you will agree were
the foundation pillar and responsible
for the present American Giant Hom-
er. Understand there are many good
breeders today that reflect in my
memory at this writing, who have
done much toward the development
and progress of our pressnt breed —
such as Goss, Blaine, Fowler, Steiden,
Williams of Kentucky, Graefe of Ohio,
Dare and Huber of New Jersey, Jones
of Carolina and Willis of Texas, Tay-
lor of California, and Beattie of Okla-
homa, Fisher and Wenck of Wiscon-
sin, and Barlow of Illinois.

It was during the years 1910 and
1911, as well as I can remember, that
I became acquainted with my good
friend the late R. W. Keene. I was
exhibiting Racing Homers as well as
other breeds of pigeons at that time
when our State Fair Pigeon Show
was held at our present Churchill
Downs Race Course. Dr. Keene was
then also an exhibitor of a few over-
sized Working Homers that he used
for squabbers and which he had en-
tered in the Utility Classes.

Some of you can well remember the

Elmer Rice advertisement of the Ply-
mouth Rock Squab Co. Well, Dr.
Keene was inoculated with Rice’s ad-
vertisement, “A Profitable Business
Producing Squabs for the Market,” so
he purchased a few Jumbo Homers to
cross with his. But this venture did
not prove very successful, so Dr.

Keene gave up the idea of breeding
squabs for profit and later took up the
breeding of the Jacobin pigeon with
which he soon became Master Breed-
er and Exhibitor and was awarded
many blue ribbons.

. ASH RED BAR COCK

This Ash Red Bar Giant Homer Cock, Band
No. 1522-69, is a son of 4904. Good head,
beak, neck, back and wing butfs. Poor flights
and back cover. — Bred and owned by Gerald
E. Hobbs, Fort Madison, Iowa.

American Pigeon Journal

+



CHAMPION GIANT HOMER

This American Giant Homer Cock, Band
No. 4904-°67, was the Champion Giant Homer
at both 1968 and 1969 National Shows, Note
the round head, heavy skull; thick, well
tapered neck; powerful breast width and
well spread leg stance. — Bred and owned by
Gerald XE. Hobbs, Fort Madison, Iowa.

I presume that you are beginning to
wonder just what has this %iography
here to do with the breeding and de-
velopment of. the American Giant
Homer. I thought perhaps a little his-
tory of how a man credited as a part
of one of those two gentlemen who
started developing our American
Giant Homer would interesting to
the reader.

It was not until several years later
that Dr. Keene's love was again at-
tracted towards the breeding and pro-
ducing a breed of pigeon that would
produce a good, plump squab for the
markets, as well as for exhibition in
the showroom. He then purchased a
small farm at O’Bannon, Kentucky,
just 14 miles east of Louisville, and
here is where the foundation was laid
when he undertook extensive breeding
and development of the American
Giant Homer, and the French Gros
Mondain.

At that time, I was then managing
ithe breeding lofts of the late John G.
Epping who also specialized in breeds
such as the French Gros Mondain,
Hungarians and Silver Kings. It was
during that time while on my many
judging trips throughout the United
States that I had the opportunity of
a wide territory to choose occasionally
for both Mr. Epping and Dr. Keene,
especially the latter, in obtaining foun-
dation material that was used to make
up some part of the American Giant
Homer — which is the question often
asked by many, “just what breeds are
credited in the make-up of our Ameri-
can Giant Homer?”

The general impression to many in
the fancy is that the American Giant
Homer is no other than an oversized
working. Homer, with a touch of King
added. Such is not the case. There is
a decided difference in the ordinary
working Homer and our breed and it
is mainly in body construction, type
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and station. One must be familiar in
the breeding of the American Giant
Homer in order to appreciate the dif-
ferences. I will attempt to enumerate
in my own way the breeds that tend
to have some tracing in the develop-
ment of our present American Giant
Homer.

First, we stant with the Working
Homer, then the Coburg Lark for its
very deep breast and length of keel;
add to this the French Gros Mondain
Dunard (Do not confuse with our
American French Mondain). The Dun-
ard is noted for that exceptional width
of breast, stout short neck and taper-
ed wedge-shaped body and full rump.
Into the boiling pot next went the
Show Homer for that short, strongly
built body, well-rounded chest and

broad, full back and strong, big-boned,

well-set legs. Then came the Exhibi-
tion Homer for its smooth, tight finish,
hard feather, lending, also, that ap-
pearance of a nice, straight-faced bird
which eliminated the downsweep of
head so characteristic of the Show
Homer. And last the Antwerp for its
shorit face and good stout frontal and
substance of beak.

Many of you may not agree, but
from my actual experience and close
association with Dr. Keene concerning
the breeding and development of the
American Giant Homer proved that
some part of each of the breeds men-
tioned above played an important part
in the creation of this attractive breed

the American Giant Homer.

Pigeon Raising as a Hobhy For Profit

By KARL E. CLENDENING, Cedar Rapids, lowa

Is pigeon raising profitable? Let me
tell you my experience. In 1962 my
boys brought home four pair of pi-
geons — a pair of Rollers, Racing
Homers, Show Racers and Hungari-
ans. A few months later a friend of
my boys said he had 25 to 30 birds
he would sell for $5. Being in the
poultry and feed business, I decided
to buy them as they were larger than
the usual pigeons, and raised squabs
to dress for the market.

A short while later I showed them
to a pigeon fancier that had come
for feed. He recognized an A.O.C.
Giant Homer cock that had won first
place in Watertown, Wis. Tt would
have been a shame to mate a bird
with that record with just any old
pigeon. One of the men that knew the
bird said he had a blue bar Giant
Homer hen that I could use to raise
a few. Wow! The colors that pair
produced. All white, all black, andu-
lusian, andulusian bar, and A.O.C.
Isn't that interesting? Especially to
someone that had no knowledge of
pi;ieon-s or genetics. I was hooked!
When other fanciers find out you
have the bug, you meet some awfully

nice people, and make some new and

good friends.

T started to show some of my young
birds in shows. Needless to say, I
didn’t do very well. One was too
long, one too shallow, they didn’t
stand right. I found there was a lot
more to this hobby than just feeding
and watering them. It began to be
an exciting challenge.

Being in the poultry business, I was
leaning toward the whites because
they were easier to dress. I was the
only one showing whites locally in
those days — 1964 and 1965. They
were the first ones out, when they
were put up against colors. Why
didn’t more people raise whites? The
answer I got was: “They are too hard
to get good type and hold it. Very
few are ever champions”. I found out
it had been done before and I am hop-
ing it can be done again.

The lower odds stirred my sporting
blood and made it more exciting. Each
year I learn a little more. Winning
some first places gave me an incentive
to try to keep on improving. I'm al-
ways encouraged by the anticipation

of the new birds.

Is pigeon raising as a hobby profit-
able? It depends on what kind of
profit you want. One day the business
had not gone right. Everything went
wrong. I could not seem to satisfy
anyone and my stomach was in knots.
It was time to feed and water the
birds. The youngsters were looking
pretty good. I decided I would put
them in the show coop, and look
them over. 1039 looked like a pretty
good bird right then. Big head, neck
and body. He might be a little high
on his legs. Maybe as he developed
he wouldn’'t carry himself so high.
1040, his sister, looked good too.
Maybe a little small. I liked those
two birds. The other six didn’t look
bad either. Looked like the next year
would be pretty good. Time to lock
the office and go to the house. I was
hungry, but relaxed.

T was up early the next morning.
Had a truck waiting with 25,000 lbs.
to unload. About half of it had to be
reloaded on my smaller truck for
delivery that day. By four o’clock all
orders were out and things had gone
smooth but I was dead tired. Time to
feed and water the birds again. Guess
Td put 1039 in the show coop and
look at him again. 1041 was a pretty
good looking hen too. What was she
from? How about it, they were

cousins, and she was out of a hen
that had won first the year before.
(Continued on page 361.)

CHAMPION GIANT HOMER

Another view of Giant Homer Cock 4904-
‘67, Champion at both 1968 and 1969 National
Shows. This top view shows width of head,
wedge of body, whip of wings and one broad
feather tail. — Bred and owned by Gerald E.
Hobbs, Fort Madison, Yowa,
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Three Prize Winning American Giant Homers

First picture shows an A.0.C. Old Hen, Band No. Gh-2007, an outstanding bird in her
class. Along with many first, this hen won at four consecutive National Shows beginning at
Asbury Park, N.J. as a Young Hen and winning at the next three National Shows as an

0Old Hen. She has also won at many

District Meets. Second picture shows a Black Check

Young Hen, Band No. GH-859. Champion at the Iirst District Meet held at York, Pa. in 1969.
Third picture shows an A.0.C, Old Cock, Band No. GH-2941, Champion at the Fourth District
Meet held at Watertown. Wis, in 1964. — All three Giant Homers bred and owned by Ted

Grulke, Oconomowoe, Wis,

What Is This American Giant Homer?

By TED GRULKE, President American Giant Homer Ass’'n, Oconomowoc, Wis.

The American Giant Homer — “A
Breed Fit for the Showroom That
Can Outproduce Any Other Pigeon On
Earth.” This has been our motto since
almost the origination of our breed of
pigeon and still rings true today.
What a picture of beauty when you
walk up and down the rows of Giant
Homers at a pigeon show or watch
them strut in front of a judge or just
watch them nonchalantly at work or
play in your loft.

No other breed of pigeon can com-
pare with the nice features assembled
on one pigeon. Take the head with its
beautiful contours, a curved line from
the tip of the beak to the top of the
head with a setting of a wide top
skull, flowing back to a full neck,
tapering gradually into a broad,
wedge-shaped, deep, long keeled body.
This is followed up by a short one
feathered appearing tail set on a well
rounded, firm tapering rump. You put
this all together and set it on stout,
medium length legs set apart to give
good alert balance. You add a medium
fine wattle, red colored eyes with a
twinkle in them and how else can
one describe these as none other than
the “Darlings of the Utilities,” the
Giant Homer.

All American Giant Homers don’t
come up to this description as we all
know our breed as any other breed of
pigeon has its shortcomings, their ups
and downs. We have many points of
our Standard to contend with in try-
ing to come up with a bird as I have
described. We not only have to take
into consideration all the above men-
tioned but more outstanding points
which cover a good share of the
points in our standard, but also some
of the lesser points but none the less
important as they can mean disquali-
fication or cutting of points.

I have touched a bit on the first
phrase of our motto and now would
like to go into the second part of it,
“A breed that can outproduce any
other pigeon on earth.” As all of us
know who breed and raise American
Giant Homers and want the rest of
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pigeondom to know we have a
pigeon here that is not only beautiful
but a most vigorous, prolific, mild
tempered breeder of large squabs., We
hear from all corners of this great
continent how our Giant Homers pro-
duce. Because of these good reports,
we are getting many new inquiries
every year on the availablity of breed-
ing stock, especially for squabbing.
We have a wide variety of colors in
Giant Homers and several are excel-
lent for producing light skinned
squabs, the most popular being Reces-
sive Reds and Yellows and Whites. I
have had some combinations of Duns
and 'Andalusian Blues that gave me
exceptional light skinned squabs.
Other breeders no doubt have come
up with other combinations but I will
let them tell about their experiences.

To back up our motto a bit more I
might say that maybe we don't have
quite as many youngsters during the
breeding as some of the smaller varie-
ties of pigeons but pound for pound
I am sure our American Giant Homer
takes a back seat to no other breed,
and yet comes up with lange enough
isquabs to be saleable. /As in any type
of specialty breeding, we have to be
‘more concerned as we feature a dual
type breed of pigeon so selective
breeding is of the utmost importance.
This is where we have heard it said
time and again that it is important
to keep accurate records, cull close
and keep good sanitary loft conditions.
If we do this, we can hold true to our
motto and say that we do have the
“Gem of the Utilities,” the outstand-
ing dual purpose pigeon.

To dabble a bit here and there I
would like to talk a little about our
Standard. We have a good Standard
with a few revisions and clarifications
to be worked on. I guess as in every
other club there is always someone
who wants to change certain parts of
Standards but by and large most of
the Giant Homer fanciers have to go
a long way to produce birds that this
Standard calls for. We have come a
long way. In respect to the fine dis-

play we had at the last St. Paul
National — I cannot remember seeing
so many good looking Giants that
came so close to the Standard in one
show.

Then too, I think each member’s
interpretation of the Standard has a
lot to do with the types of Giant
Homers we are seeing at shows. It
is up to each individual member to
read and study the Standard
thoroughly, draw a mental picture of
the ideal Giant Homer and know the
points and in so doing we will come
up with more uniform Giant Homers
at our shows. This holds true too for
every other breed of pigeon and if
this were adhered to by everyone we
would have less gripes and more fun
at all our shows, so take it for what
it is worth. I can never stress this
point enough and that is to know
your Standard and your birds.

Then we get into judging. Taking
into consideration we are all human
where belies the difference in types
of pigeons, and especially Giant
Homers raised and shown, and also
gives us a difference in judging. We-
hear of Head Judges, Tail Judges, Body
Judges, Rump Judges, and what have
you, and yet we have 100 points to
consider and work with on the over-
all Giant Homer. I heartily recom-
mend that our judges, above all, read,
study and know the IStandard and
points so as to pass judgment more
uniformly. I know other varieties have
licensed judges but is that really the
answer. As [ stated before, we are all
human and can see things differently
from one another. What I do know
is that we all, raising any kind of
show pigeon spend a mwhole year of
sweat and blood, pampering, fussing
and extra time with our birds to raise
some good ones to show and do want
and expect these birds to be placed
fairly. I'd like to stress the following
point too and that is to get more
members interested in judging. We
have a good number of members
showing top flight Giant Homers and
from these we should come up with
top flight judges. I'll have to admit
it takes lots of guts to stand up there
and do the honors one time and then
go through them again with each
individual member.

Judges coming from within our
ranks was another good example of
the fine job that was done at the last
two Nationals. We had two of the
largest entries that we have had at
any National and these two men went
through the classes cooly, collectively
and did a thorough job in placing
the Giant Homers. As for me, I love
to judge Giant Homers but I also like
to show them too. I love competition,
be it with baseball, bowling or pi-
geons or whatever I do, so this has
sort of kept me away from judging as
I have been fortunate to come up
with some fairly good show birds
each year (even though sometimes
they are too fat), and have preferred
to show. If I don’t win this year, and
usually I can see why I don’t, I work
that much harder for next, trying to
pinpoint my pitfalls and correct them.
We do though need more members to
take an interest and active part in
judging so we can obtain the uniform-
ity we strive for.
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We do have a hard working Secre-
lary and a Publicity Director who is
putting out a wonderful monthly bul-
letin. I would like to extend an in-
vitation to anyone interested in join-
ing with us to further our aims and
goals in making and keeping this the
American Giant Homer the top flight
show bird it is as well as filling the
dual role of an outstanding squab
producer.

I would like to thank Mr. Hollmann
for allowing us to run this Special in
his ever-popular American Pigeon
Journal. It is through these Specials
that each one of our breeds of pi-
geons can be given the publicity we
alone could not give them in 50 years.
Thanks to all the members who took
the time and sent in your wonderful
and interesting articles spotlighting our
American Giant Homer in this grand
APJ Special.

Giant Homers Become “‘American”
In Cleveland, Ohio
By CARL ¥, GRAEFE, Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio

Do you youngsters know that what
are now known as “American Giant
Homers” were originally called just
“Giant Homers”? I know how the
name of the breed happened to be
changed, because I was there when
it was first discussed.

It was at the Poultry and Pigeon
Show held in Cleveland, Ohio, in Au-
gust of 1939, in conjunction with the
7th World Poultry Congress. This
show was in some ways the most in-
teresting one I have attended, because
of the great number of foreign (and
domestic) exhibits of large poultry,
‘bantams, and pigeons.

The outstanding foreign exhibit, in
pigeons at least, was the Italian one.
Of interest in addition to the Italian
birds was Professor Ghigi who, with
an assistant or co-worker whose name
I have forgotten, attended the Con-
gress meetings. He was at the show
the afternoon that a number of
American pigeon fanciers and breed-
ers were there. Those I remember
were Irvin Goss, then the leading
breeder and exhibitor of Giant Hom-
ers, Frank Dallas, Kenneth Vermilya,
Bert Petersen, Arthur Marria, and
myself. We had a good time discus-
sing pigeons with the [talian experts
(with Frank Dallas sometimes trans-
lating), and we somehow got onto the
subject of Homer varieties the world
over. Dr. Ghigi had never seen or
heard of “Giant Homers” before, al-
though he was familiar with English
Show Homers, and was not altogether
clear about the distinctions and dif-
ferences.

This suggested to Irv. Goss and me
that we should try to re-christen our
native production, calling them
“American Giant Homers”, a mname
they deserved since they are a strictly
American production. Since Irvin (the
big banana in Giant Homer affairs in
those days) took it up and pushed it,
the change of name was shortly made
official. This was indeed a good job
in my estimation, because American

. Giant Homers and Kings are, as far as
I know, the only widely distributed
breeds of American origin.

Parenthetically, since Kings have,
in a few short years, attained wide

(Con'tinued on page 353.)
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Ted Grulke’s

American Giant Homers

One of America's Prime Lofts

Most Colors

Specializing in Recessive Reds, Yellows and Whites
Join tie A.G.H.A. and Breed One of America’s Most
Prolific and Profiled Pigeon

612 South St., Oconomowoc, Wis., 53066
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- Compliments Of
Amos E, Hodson
5001 Antietam Ave., Los Alamitos, Calif., 90720

To The

Giant Homer Fanciers

R. R. Barlow Said "'Spitzerinktum"
R. S. Kremer Says: Breed The

Fabulous American Giant Homer

And Join

The American Giant Homer Associalion

BOB KREMER, 825 West Front St., Plainfield, N.J.
Specializing In Recessive Red and Yellow
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Ralph Garber's New Pigeon Loft

Here is the new loft of Ralph Garber, size 12 by 24 feet, vented, insulated, and paneled
on the inside. Mr. Garber is a breeder of American Giant Homers. — Photo from Ralph Garber,

York, Pa.

Condition a Major Factor in Show Success

By TOM BARNHART, Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio

I would like to mention here a few
items which, although obvious to the
experienced utility breeder, are well
worth calling to the attention of our
relative mewcomers in the field. All
too often a novice will be ready to
give up the hobby after a disastrous
showing when, with a little effort be-
ing given towards keeping his birds
in condition, he could have placed
considerably higher.

The official Standard for the Ameri-
can Giant Homer states: “Condition:
ten points. Body firm and muscular,
feathers short, broad, hard, tight and
smooth in finish.,” This is fine; but
when you get right down to it, the
condition of a bird affects — either
directly or indirectly — almost every
other point in the Standard.

The wattle and the eye ceres tend
to lose their color when the bird is off
feed. Although not a major factor in
point total (two points for wattle, two
for cere), discolored and especially
damaged wattle and ceres can detract

GIANT HOMER COCK

This A.0.C. Giant Homer Cock, Band No.
1984, was the Best A.0.C. Giant Homer at
the 1970 St. Paul National Show. Also Best
A.0.C. and B.0O.S. at the Sixth District Show
held at Des Moines, Xowa. — Bred and owned
by Harold Goodman, Chadron, Nebr.
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greatly from the overall appearance of
the bird.

Fifteen points are allotted for the
head. Here again condition comes in
to play. A bird that otherwise would
show a smooth unbroken head out-
line can, when in a moult, appear to
have a break just above the wattle.
This will in turn accentuate any
roughness that may already be pres-
ent in the wattle. A moulting bird may
also exhibit a tendency toward flat-
ness above the eye and thinness of
face if feathers are missing.

Another fifteen points go toward a
“well rounded” breast. When that
breast is no more than a razor-sharp
keel resulting from weight loss, the
fullness of the breast is sacrificed and
the bird loses points accordingly.
Twenty points on a ‘“strongly-built”
body can go down the drain if the
bird is underweight. (Here alone are -
35 points on body that are definitely
and directly affected by condition.)

Listed under the heading “Disquali-
fications” are items such as “Having
less than twelve tail feathers” (un-
questionably a matter of condition),
and “Birds showing sickness or poor
condition.” Of course, few fanciers
will even consider showing a bird that
is sick, but we should be paying more
attention to some of the other factors
of condition.

In his remarks about the 1970
AGHA National Show in St. Paul,
Gerald Hobbs cites a recessive med
hen that “Janssen (Judge Dawson
Janssen) said—may have gone Cham-
pion if it hadn’t been for traces of
neck creases.” In his notes on the
1969 National Show in Fort Worth,
Judge Amos Hodson commented,
“Many entries lost out on condition
and soft feather.” Later in the same
article he says, “There were also birds
that didn’t place high but could have
won their classes had they been in
condition for the show.” As another
breeder puts it, ‘““Green’ flights don’t
pay off when the competition is
tough.”

Although the above lines were writ-
ten with the Giant Homer in mind,
T think they can be applied to all the
utility breeds (and many of the Fan-
cies, too). I don’t care how good the
bird is; if he’s not “in shape’’ at show
time it’s going to cost him consider-
ably more than the ten points specif-
ically allotted to condition.

Health Grit For the Breeder

By GERHARD HASZ, Indianapolis, Ind.

“When I consider thy heavens, the
work of thy fingers, the moon and
the stars, which thou hast ordained;
what is man that thou art mindful of
him? and the son of man that thou
visitest him? For thou has made him a
little lower than the angels, and hast
crowned him with glory and honor.
Thou madest him to have dominion
over the works of they hands; thou
hast put all things under his feet; all
sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts
of the field; the fowl of the air, and
the fish of the sea, ...” Psalm 8.

Having been given “dominion” over
the vast natural resources of this
planet (vegetable and animal as well
as mineral) does mot imply license
for wanfon exploitation and utter dis-
regard for built-in balances and di-
vinely premeditated beauty and har-
mony. Man should rather think of
himself as having been cast in the role
of a steward of the manifold gifts
of God. When man who was “made
in the image of God” abdicates that
role he ceases to be ‘“a little lower
than the angels”; he becomes lower
than an animal.

Now let's zero in on man having

dominion over the fowl of the air.
The “dove” that Noah released to as-
certain whether the waters of the
Flood had abated sufficiently to war-
rant disembarking from the Ark was
in all probability one of the seven
ancestors of all subsequent feral pi-
geons; it had the homing instinct; it
had the built-in potential for varia-
tion attested to by the experiments
of Charles Darwin. The “wild type”
of any creature whose survival in a
given environment is predicated on
that particular genotype that is most
perfectly attuned to its geographical
and ecological surroundings tends to
remain its phenotype. Tt is a valid
generalization that most mutations are
narmful, especially from the stand-
noint of survival in the wild.

Enters man in the role of domesti-
cator, selector, “improver”, and fan-
cier. He fancies a certain aberration
from wild type, segregates it, (rescues
it from the leveling influences of the
“wild” milieu), pampers it, and line-
breeds until the “new” genotype has
been established.

Having captured a mutation for
posterity, man beats his chest and
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announces to the world that he has
“created a new breed’ or a “new
variety” of plant or animal, as the
case may be. His pride is justified
and understandable, His joy is not to
be begrudged, his accomplishment not
to be belittled. The satisfaction that
warms the cockles of his heart at
such an achievement is the just re-
ward of one who has accepted the
challenge of performing like one who
has been given “dominion over the
fowl of the air”. He has demonstrated
to all the world that he is a breeder
and not a mere keeper.

Now for the payoff. This can take
various forms. If the “improvement”
is of a utilitarian nature, such as bet-
ter squabs and more of them, the
payoff may come in the form of dol-
lars. If the “improvement” is of an
aesthetic nature (refinement of type,
color, ornamentation, station, etc.)
recognition and acclaim will come in
the showroom and the subsequent dis-
play of eagerness on the part of fel-
tow fanciers to relieve the successful
cne of his surplus. Whether one’s in-
volvement with pigeon culture be
chiefly in the nature of a hobby to
promote reiaxation and to safeguard
one’s sanity, or the sporting angle also
enters into the picture (competing
with others) the matter of sharing is
always an essential ingredient. An
accomplishment that isn’t shared with
others has no permanence, no future.
The torch much be passed on to
others and the greater the number of
torchbearers the better the chances
of nailing down a concession doggedly
wrested from a recalcitrant “wild
type”.

These are all self-evident truths.
The point that is not always clearly
discerned by pigeon breeders is that
a high level of excellence is neither
quickly attained nor permanently re-
tained without an ongoing and unflag-
ging attention to detail. A keeper
may, a breeder dare not abdicate his
role of “having dominion” over the
fowl that he has, in a sense, “created”.
The Master Breeder Aiward doesn’t go
to fanciers who jump from one breed
to another. This stamp of approval is
not accorded to the fellow whose
chief asset was a pocket full of
money. The essential prerequisites are
patience and stick-to-itiveness, a per-
petual dissatisfaction with the im-
provements of yesterday and a tena-
cious pressing forward to uncover the
hidden potential of tomorrow’s shuf-
fiing of ancestral genes. If excellence
were easy to come by and absolute
rather than relative, the pursuit of
it would soon lose its zest.

Giant Homers Became “American”
(Continued from page 351.)
popularity in Germargr, where there is
apparently a larger density of pigeon
fanciers than anywhere else, I think
it would be well worthwhile to make
an effort to send a few pairs of rep-
resentative American Giant Homers
to Germany to some dedicated fancier
~who would breed them and show
“them. Perhaps Gerhard Hasz would
be the best possible man to handle

something like this.

Advertise now for spring sales. A
2-inch ad for 3 months costs $17.70.

For June, 1970

IDEAL
AMERICAN

GIANT HOMER

As hiopled by ¢ Leacan Gisal Komer Assaciafisn

Harley Stack

Just Top

Giant Homers

And

Mondains > Yoo

1811 West 6th, Emporia, Kans., 668|

Breed and Boost

American Giant Homers

Join The

American Giant Homer Associalion

Giant Homers — Texas Bred

“Fred Langridge
819 Eli Ave., Dallas, Texas, 75211

Occasionally a bird or two for sale

Lel’s Get Organized
Producers Of

American Giant Homers

In Georgia

Write, Phone or Come

T. E. Bunn

3640 N. Druid Hills Rd., Decatur, Georgia, 30033
Phone: 404-636-7112
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Interior View of H. L. (""Hap'’) Beattie's Loft

Here are two views of the interior of Mr. Beattie’s loft showing double nests with re-

movable bottoms. Mr. Beattie is shown ‘admiring a young

H. L. (“Hap’’) Beattie, Tulsa, Okla.

1969 White hen. — Photos from

A Treatise on the American Giant Homer

By R. L. ("HAP”) BEATTIE, Tulsa, Okla.

It is not often that one has the op-
portunity to write on the subject of
American Giant Homers. Writing any
sort of an article for a special issue
of the American Pigeon Journal may
be an easy task for some fanciers. For
myself the task is very hard, because
I know that I cannot come close in

iving our organization and breed

justice. After all, the American Giant
Homer has been in the making for
over four decades. So many outstand-
ing individuals and events are re-
sponsible for the growth and develop-
ment of the A.G.H.A. We are indebted
to so many past and present mem-
bers for their tireless efforts, their
unselfish devotion and leadership.
They have come from all walks of
life, banded together in friendship to
promote and sponsor a breed of pi-
geon they truly love.

All of us have been bitten by the
Giant Homer bug or exposed to it in
‘one manner or other. Some of us
were more severely bitten, and no
type of cure has ever been effective.
Let us go back a few decades now
and see how these “bites” have af-
fected this individual,

[n the early thirties I had a few
large type squabbing Homers. The
man I got them from called them
Belgian Homers. They were a bit
darker in color-than our present Duns
and had very heavy wattles and eye
ceres. Through our local pigeon club
I learned the name of a Giant Homer
breeder in O'Bannon, Kentucky. He
was Dr. R. W. Keene.

During the early Fall of 1934 [ was
a1 member of a professional footbaill
team. Dr. Keene was President of the
Giant Homer Ass'n. at that time,
which by thes way was the only name
for it for many years. We scheduled
a game with the Louisville Bourbons
to be played on Sunday. We arrived
in Louisville on Friday evening. Early
Saturday morning I rented a car and
with one of my team-mates for
company, drove out to O’Bannon to
see Dr. Keene. I was astounded and
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fascinated at the layout he had for
pigeon breeding. This meeting was
and has always been a very memor-
able occasion. In fact upon my arrival
back in Louisville at the practice field
to review our plays for the Sunday
game I was nearly two hours late.
The coach promptly fined me $25 plus
the same for the other player I had
with me. This however did not damp-
en my spirits as Dr. Keene had
selected three pairs of breeders for
me, one pair being pure white, which
at that time was some sort of a rarity
in itself.

The Giant Homer Association at
that time held 'Squab Breeding Con-
tests amongst its own members. Great
emphasis was always put on produc-
tion of squabs, both by numbers pro-
duced per pair and total yearly
weight. In 1933 Giant Homers won
the New Jersey State Squab Breed-
ing Contest with 30 pens competing
with 10 other breeds. This was won
with the highest production ever
attained in any squab raising contest.
The same pen finished high in 1934
also. Results for each month were
always published in Frank Hollmann’s
American Squab Journal. Membership
dues to the Giant Homer Ass’n were
a whopping one dollar ($1.00) per
year. There were eight new members
listed in the 1934 pamphlet showing
the Giant Homer Standard. In all
there were approximately 25 mem-
bers including the four charter mem-
bers which were Wm. P. Gray, C. F.
Hober, R. W. Keene, and Norman
Jones. My correspondence with most
of these members concerned various
ways and means of raising better
squabs and greater quantity. The
various buyers of squabs would quote
prices on squabs weighing from 10
to 15 lbs. per dozen. Ninety per cent
of the inquiries that I would receive
from individuals wanting stock birds
were more concerned with the num-
ber of squabs they would produce a
year and whether or not they would
be dark or light colored.

From the above one can readily see
that even back nearly four decades
ago the Giant Homer was holding its
own and was destined to become one
of America’s most popular breeds
both from a Utility and a Show stand-
point. Wendell M. Levi commended
the Giant Homer wvery highly after
judging Giant Homers in Charlotte,
N.C. when he made the foll